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Fabk of the Two Gentlemen of 
Verona. 

lALENTINE, ayouiigGen^ 

tleman of Verona, is fent by his 

Fat}i€r to travel 5 he g6es to 

Milan to attend the Emperor, 

and falls in love with Silvia ^ 

Daughter to the Duke of that 

Place: fhe returns his AfFe6lion with equal 

Ardour, but bc»ng promifed' Bf heJ^Uher to 

Timrio, a Man whom (he bates, they arc 

pWiged to keep thei»" nui^ual.Paffion fecret. 

••' • '^ ^' l! t 

Protheus^ the Friend cf Faleath/jt^* remains 

sxVerana^ couritig ^/y/,<?i^ a La^ ivith whom 

ht had been long ' ehattfoure^ 5 juft as he had 

obtained her Promife to reward his Love, his 

VoL.IIL B Father 
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Father fends him likewife to the Emperor's 
Court : he parts with Julia with many Pro- 
teftations of eternal Conftancy ; but, at his Ar- 
rival ^t Milan, being introduced by his Friend 
Valentine to Sylvia, he forgets Julia, falls pa'f- 
fionately in love with that Lady, and refolvcs 
to gain her for himfelf. 

Valentine not fufpefling this Treachery in 
his Friend, acquaints him with the Hiftory of 
his LoVe, and begs his Affiftance in fiealing 
away the Lady, who had confented to many 
him privately that Night. 

Protheus promifes to ferve him, but pre- 
tending Bufmefe to avoid him, goes to the 
Duke, to whom he relates all that his Friend 
had juft before intrufted him with. The Duke 
in a Rage confines his Daughter in a Tower, 
and banilhes Valentine from Milan. 

Protheus he employs to pkad for Thurio to 
his Daughter, who by that .Means getting 
Accefs to her, declares his own Paflion, and 
is repulfed with Difdain. 

ywAziv'igriarant 6f:hcr*lfi0ifer's FaMhood^ 
and irnpatJen^oiK*his\S!bVe/i4^'<lifguifes herfelf 
in the HabiC^f a J^dg«, ^nd travels to Milan ; 
there (he l^dgc^^^*|Ac:'fe'me Inn where her 
Lover dop4j**?n^, ii- Jnforn^ed by the Hoft 
that Pr^/|^«i:j«t^)W'JQve:^ the Duke's 
Daughter,* to' wKom *lhaf 'Night, in Thurfo*^ 
IJJame, he gives a Serenade. 

Julia 
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Julia is prefent at the Mufic, which being 
ever, Proiheus entertains Syhia with his Paflion, 
in the hearing of his difguifed Miftrefe, who 
retires to her Inn in great Difcontent, where 
Proiheus coming Toon after, fees her, and not 
knowing her, hires her for his Page. 

Valentine in his Journey to Mantua, is 
feized in a Foreft by fome Out- laws, who 
make him their King, 

Sihta having contrived to efcape out of 
her Tower, follows her Lover, and paffing 
through the Foreft, is taken by thofe Out- 
laws :. the Duke, Proiheus and Thurio follow 
her, and Julia Proiheus* 

Proiheus finding her in the Hands of theie 
Ruffians, who were going to offer hti Vio- 
lence, refcues her, but his Service being ill re- 
ceived, andhisLove abfolutely denied, he threat- 
ens her with Force likewife. This happening 
near Valentine^ Gave, who, uhfeen, had been 
a Witnefs of his Friend's Treachery, he ruihes 
out, delivers Silvia^ and making himfelf 
known, paffionately upbraids Proiheus vriih his 
Bafenefs. 

Proiheus f ftrack with Remorfe and Shame, 
acknowledges fcis Guilt, profeffes his Repent^ , 
ance, and implores of his Friend Pardon. Fa- 
leniine readily grants it, and as a Proof cf his 
fincere Reconcilement, offers to refign Sihta to 
faim^ the difguifed JuliahtXng prefent at this De- 
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claration, fwoons away ; recovering, makes 
JierTelf koowxi^ 2X\A Prothius reconciles htmfelf 
.to her. The Out^laws bring in the Duke 
tand TJ?urio9 whom they had taken Ptifiuiers ; 
yaleHtine celeafes etbe Duke, but iceulg Thurta 
about Ao ifXxt Silvia^ ^^honi/he calls this awn. 
he threatens him with inftant D^ath if he do^s 
not refign his Pretenfions. Thurio yields her 
^ith Contempt, '^idaich fo dfTpIeafes the Duke, 
wiK) declares he is chafmed with the Spi- 
rit and Conftancy of VaUotirUy that he he- 
ftows her upon him, a;nd pardoning the Out- 
laws at his Re^ueft, they all retuiw to AdUan^ 
to ceiebxate the double Nuptials* 

Part of the Plot of this Play is taken /rom 
the Story of Felifmena^ in the iiecond Book of 
the Diana of George MonUmayor^ a Paftoral 
Romance, Iranflati^d fr^m the Spanifi) in Shake- 
Jpe^r's t\9^Q ; &e Love^ of Proiheus ;ind Juiiay 
in the Playtbeif Char^jSers and Adveotuces 
meitbe fgppie, -with tbofe of Felixand F^fmena 
in this Romance, whofeiiiftory is thus in- 
troduced. 

Three Nymphs dedicated to the Servipe of 
Diam^ ftrayingitoo far ftom the Tqdo^ of 
that Goddefs, in which they refided, are met 
in the Woods by as many favage Men, who, 
"flruck with :their Bjearidtty, attempted to carry' 
them away by force : their Cries drew a young 
Shepherdefs to their Afliftaiice, who being . 
armed with a Bow and Qiiiver, (hot her Ar- 
rows fo AjccefsfuUy at tJi^Ravilhers, that, in 
a kw Won^^x^i ibe mi them all bxeath^ at 

her 
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her Feet, and delivered the Nymphs from the 
Danger that threatened them. Her uncanaraoii 
Beauty, the Dignity of her Miea, but above 
all,herfurprifiHg Valour^ perfuaded the Nymphs 
flie was fome Goddefs, who had defcended 
from HeaA^en to iave them from Diftionour, 

Full of this Idea they threw dicmfelves at 
her Fee(, and,, addltSing her as a Divinity; 
return Thanks for the Affiftancc (he had vouch* 
fafed them. The Shepherdefs raifmg them 
from the Ground, ailured them with Teais, 
that flie was no Goddefs^ but a mere Wo- 
mam, and one of the weakeft of her Sex, 
undone by Love, and finking under the Op- 
pr^lkm of the moft cruel Fortune. 

The NympbS) moved by Campaffion, and 1 
a grateful Senfe of the Obligation they owed 
her, endeavoured to footh her forrow, preffed . 
her to relate her Story, and promifed her their 
AiHftance. The Shepherdefs being willing to 
gratify their friendly Curiofity, they feated 
themfelves on the Banks of a Rivulet that ran 
imirmuring by them, when flie thus began her 
Story. 

" Know, fair Nymphs of the chafte God- 
dcfs, that ray native Country is Vandcdia^ a 
Province not far hence; my Father Andro^ 
nius^ eminent for bis Birth, his Riches, and 
above all, for the native Sweetnefs and Integri- 
ty of his Manners, was married very young 
to a Lady named Della^ with whom he was 
paffionately in love. 

B 5 ^^ 
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Many Years elapfed, before it pleafed ther 
Gods to blefs them with a Child ; at length 
my Mother conc^eived in her old Age^ and 
one Night, during her Pregnancy, being dif- 
compofed with uneafy Apprehenfions^ and un- 
able to deep, fhe defired my. Faihjerto diffi- 
pate her Anxiety by reading fome amufing 
Story to her. My Father complied, and read 
The judgment ^ Paris, 

My Mother taking Occafion to moralize on 
this Story, condemned the Partiality of the 
Shepherd's Sentence. Parish faid (he, being 
intoxicated with a fenfual Paifion for Beauty, 
was incapable of confidering, as he ought, the 
nobler Qualities of the Mind ; heroic Virtue 
is the brighteft of them all, and therefore the 
Goddefs of Battle^ merited his Preference. 

* ' / 
The Contention^ was m t for the Prize of 

Virtue, but Beauty, replied my Father; the 
Apple was to be given to the faireft j juftly 
then did Paris beftow it upon Venus ^ whofe 
Charms were fo greatly fuperior to thofe of 
her Competitors. 

The Apple was indeed infcribed to the 
faireft, anfwered my Mother, but that was not 
to be underftood of corporeal, but intelleduaf 
Beauty, Fortitude being one of the chiefeft 
Virtues of the Mind, and the Exercife of 
Arms, an exterior Ad of this Virtue j had 
Paris been a wife and difpaflionate Judge, 
he would have given the Apple to the Goddefs 
of Battles. 

This 
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ThisControverfy lafted fo long, that my 
Mother being fatigued with talking, fell fatt 
afleep. When, lo, the Goddefs ^<?«ai appear- 
ed to her in a Drea;n, fhining with celeftial 
Charnis ; her Eyes exprefled a certain Kind of 
amiable Severity 5 for Anger could have no 
dwelling on the Face of .this charming Di- 
vinity, and with a Voice, majeftically fweet, 
flie thus accofted her. 

Whence Delia is this Contempt of ^ 
Power, who has been always favourable to 
thee ? Haft thou forgot the Time when thy 
foft Heart firft glowed with tender Fires for 
thy Jndronius ? then didft thou feek my Al- 
tars ; then didft thou implore my Aid ; I heard, 
and granted all thy Defires ; and is it thus 
thou repayett me ? but know, ungrateful Wo- 
man, thou (halt not efcape the Vengeance of 
an affronted Deity ; thou fhalt bring forth a 
Son and Daughter, but thou fhalt not live to 
tafte the Joys of a Mother \ the Moment of 
their Birth (hall be the laft of thy Life ; nor 
fhall my Vengeance flop here ; thy wretched 
Offspring fliall feel the Fury of my juft Re- 
fentmeht ; they both fhall languifh with the 
Pangs ef hopelefs Love, and be the Vidims of 
that rower thou haft dared to defpife. 

The Goddefs ended, and vanifhed fromi 
her Sight, when immediately the heavenly 
Form of "Jove^ own Daughter, the Divine 
Minerva^ appeared before her, awfully' fweet 
fhe fmiled, and with a grave, but melodious^ 
Acce.it, thus fpoke to her : 

B 4 ^>^ 
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The Goddefs Pal/as thanks thee, iJ?//tf, 
for the Concern thou haft expreffed for her 
Honour, and, as a Reward, fhe promifes thee 
to make thy Son and Daughter fo powerful 
in Arms, that their Valour ffiaU be the Wort- 
der of their own, and the Admiration of all 
future Ages." 

This faid, (he difappeared, and my Mo- 
ther trembling with holy Awe, awaked. 

In lefe than a Month after, fhe was de- 
livered of me and a Twin-Brother, and, as 
the Groddefe threatentdi died immediately. My 
Father finking under an Excefs of Sorrow fOf 
her Loft, followed her in a few Months, 
leaving my Infant-Brother and myfdf to the 
Care of an Aunt, who was Abbefs of a Nun- 
nery J with her we lived 'till we were twelve 
Years old, at which Age my Brother was car- 
ried to the Court of the King of Portugal, 
where, in a few Years, the heroic Anions he 
performed in War, g^ned him an immordal 
Glory f which yet was not fufficient to com-, 
penfete for the Fains he hasr endured in Love. 

As for myfelf, I was removed from the 
Nunnery ta the Houfe of my Grandmother, 
under whofe Care I had hardly reached my 
feventeenth Year, ere I wz$ feen, and to my 
Misfortune, lOved by the ungratefut Feiix, 

This ydung Nobleman having, beheld me 
■ walking on a Terras, which wad behind my 

Grand- 
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Grandmother's Houfe, and not far* di^ant 
'from his, he took all Opportunities to make 
. bis Paflion known to me by ardent Looks,, 
which I not feeming to underftand, he deter- 
liiined to write to me, and pradtifed fo /uc- 
cefsfully upon the eafy yielding Temper of one 
of my Maids, named Roftnot^ that flxe under- 
took to deliver his Letter to me. 
. { •. 

The crafty Wench itiade u(e of a thou- 
sand little Artifices to induce me to receive 
this Letter, and though I was not difpleafcd 
with her Importunities, yet afluming a Coun- 
tenance as angry as I was able, I told her 
fternly, that were I not reftrained by a Senfc 
of what I owed my own Rank, and the Fear 
of the World's Cenfure, I would difmifs her 
from my Service, with the Infamy her Pre- 
fumption merited. 

Methinks I have the artful Girl thi? Mo- 
ment before my Eyes, cunningly dtflembHng 
the Grief and Confufiou my Anger gave her 
with a counterfeited Smile. - \ ^ 

Believe me, Madani, fj^id (be, I meant 
no more by preiEng you to take this Letter, 
than to make you lau^h. I did not imagine 
you would be offended, but fincc, contrary to 
my Expecftations, I find you are, I will trouble 
you nb more on this Subje6l j faying this, fhje 
put the Letter again into her Pocket, and quit- 
ted my Chamber. 

B 5 . Ah 
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Ah, how eagerly did my ftraining Ey 
purfue her Steps ! I died with defire to fee the 
Letter ; but Pride and Modefty, that made me 
refufe it when (he intreated mc, now joined 
with Shame to kee^ me from requiring it after 
the Anger I had afFefted, 

All that Day I continued penfivc and nn- 
eafy ; at Night, when Rq^na attended me in 
niy Chamber, I waited with an anxious Im- 
patience for a Renewal of that Difcourfe with 
which I had feemed fo much difpleafed in the 
Morning ; but alas, I was difappointed, Ro^ 
Jina either was, or appeared refolved to mention 
the Letter no more. Yet to try if {he would 
faften upon any Occafion to offer it me again : 

And is it really fo, Rofina^ faid I, that 
Don Felixn^ without having any Regard to my 
Honour, dare prefume to write to me ? 

** Alas, Madam, fai4 fte demurely, thcle 
Things will happen to young Ladies fo love- 
ly as y:uj I am indeed xoncerned to find I 
have offended you by foil ici ting you to take 
his Letter, but it was occafioned by my Igno- 
rance of your Severity in thefe Matters ; but I 
befccch you pardon me, for from this Moment 
I will never mention it to you again. 

This Steadiheft cruelly mortified me, yet 
did I diflemble my Uneafinefs while fhe was 
preent ; that Night feemed twice as long as 
ufuai; full of a Thoufand perplexing Thoughts 
I waited anxioufly for Day, without once clofe- 

ing 
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ing my Eyes. At length the Morning came, and 
JBSfina^ at her accuftomed Hour, attending me 
at my Toilet, let fall the Letter near me, 
and, as I thought, on Purpofe ; which when I 
perceived, what is that you have dropt ? Taid I, 
Ihe anfwered, " it was nothing j" but I infift- 
€d upon feeing what had fallen. 

JBlcfs me. Madam, faid flie, why fliOuld 

Jou be fo defirous to fee it ? it is the Letter 
would have given you Yefterday. 

I don't believe you, anfwered I, therefore 
give it me that I may convidl you of a Falf- 
hood i immediately me put it into my Hands, 
afl'uring me, with an. Emotion I knew to be 
feigned, that it was no other. 

You deceive me, cried I, fiill difTem- 
tling, it is a Letter to yourfelf, from one pf 
your Lovers, and I am refolved to read it, 
that I may judge if he deferves your Favour ; 
faying this, I opened the Letter, which, as 
I expe£ted, was addrefled from Don Felix to 
myfelf. 

The tender and paffionate' Sentiments it 
contained, fo wrought upon the native Sott- 
nefs of my Temper, that I could not refill: 
the Defire I felt to return an Anfwer to it, 
tliat might give him Hopes of my future Fa- 
vour. I now afked Forpivenefs of my Maid, 
for the Severity I had aflumed, and wholly 
confiding in her Truth and Affeftion, I com- 
municated the Contents of Don Felix'^ Letter 
B 6 to 
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to her, and begged her Affiftance in conveymg 
one to him : tlMs (he readily promiGsd, and as 
faithfully performed. 

My Letter being calculated to give hinl 
Hope, rather than Defpair, my Lover omitted 
nothing that might contribute towards fettling 
jne. in a firm Opinion of his Paffion j every 
Day brought me a Letter, or fome paffionate 
Verfes ; every Evening a Serenade under my 
Chamber Window/ A whole Year rolled away 
in this Manner : at length being. firmly per- 
fuaded of the Truth and Ardency of his Af- 
fedlion, I refolved to make myfelf by Pro mi fc 
his, when (oh ! my advcrfc Fortune !) the Fa- 
ther of Don Fe/ixy having received fome Intima- 
tion of his Son's Failion for me, to prevent his 
marrying me, as he apprehended, fent him a* 
way immediately to the Court of the Great 
Princefs Augufta Cafarina^ telling him, it was 
not fit a young Gentleman of his noble Ex- 
tri^ftion, fhould fpend his Youth at Home, 
where Idlenefs, and the Force of bad Exam- 
ples might draw him into dangeroiis Vices, 

Don Felix could not refolve to acquaint 
me with this cruel News, apprehenfive that 
my extream Grief upon hearing it, would 
affeft him too deeply, he departed without tak- 
ing leave. 

Ah, chafte and lovely Nymphs ! how (hall 

. I give you an Idea of the Pangs I fufFered 

in his Abfenct ! Strangers as ye are to the 

ioit Tyranny of Love, how Ihall I make you • 

B' 6 com- 
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comprehend the Torments divided Lbver^ 
feel ? I found them fo infupportable, that for^ ^ 
getting what I owed my Sex, my^Rank, and 
Fame, I quitted my Grandmothei:'s/ Hoijr^ 
and in the Difguife of a P^c,' travelled t6 
that Court, where the dejar Qbjedt of all my 
Wiflies was. ' 

I was twenty Days in performing thTs 
Journey, during which time my t)i%utte ex- 
pofed me to great Inconveniences j but my 
eager Defire to fee Don Felix^ made me de- 
fpife them all. At my Arrival I hired a Lodg- 
ing in a Street lefs frequented than any other 
with Company, My anxious Impatience to 
fee Don FeNx, left me not room for any other 
Thoughts, but how to gratify this Wifh ; yet 
I du^ft not enquire for him of my Hoft» left 
my Flight being noifed abroad, my Sex and 
Condition might have been fufped^ed ; nor did 
I think it prudent to venture out to feek hint, 
for fear I fhould be obferved. . ^ ' 



All Day I paffed in this Perplexity ; at 
length the Night approached, and brought 

, with It anJncreafe of my AfBidlion, notwith- 
ftanding the Fatigue both of Body and Mind 
which I had endured, yet I could take no Re- 
pofe 5 I tofled and tumbled on my uneafy Bed 
'till Midnight, w,hen my Hoft knocking at my 
Chamber Door, told me, if I had any Inclina- 
tion . to hear fome fine Mufic^ I had nothing 

• to do but to rife and open the Wiring w that 
looked towards the Street. Ah me'! in the 
diftrafted State my Milid was then in, I w^s 

little 
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little capable of relifliing Mufic,^ however 
charming it might be ; yet did I rife without 
thinking on what I was doing, and opening 
the Window, mv Attention was immediately 
engaged by the Sound of a Voice that feemed 
familiar to my Ears ; and liftening eagerly, I 
perceiyed it was Fahius^ a Page belonging 
to Don Felix^ who calling to fome Perfons at a 
little Diftance, faid, now, my Matters, it is time 
to begin, for the Lady is come into the GaK 
lery this^ Moment. 

Then immediately they began to play 
upon feveral Inftruments, which, had I not 
been racked with a thoufand various Thoughts, 
might with the celeftial Harmony they made^ 
have charmed me into an Extafy. 

The Mufic no fooner ceafed, than a Voice, 
which, by its ravilhing Sweetnefs, I knew to 
be Don A/zVs, fung Ibme tender and pafiionate 
Verfes, in which he complained of the extream 
Rigour of a Lady to whom he had devoted his 
Aftedions. 

That well known Voice lulled me into 
fuch a fweet Delirium of Joy, that forgetting 
thofe fatal Verfes were addreffed to another, ' 
the Image of our paft Loves rofe frefh to my 
Remembrarxe, and my deceitful Imagination 
reprefented my Lover as formerly, breathing out 
thofe melting Sounds to me : but this pleafing 
Delufion lafted not long j I foon recovered to a , 
Senfe, a bitter Senfe of my deplorable Condi* 
tion, and turning to my Hoft, I afkcd him 

with. 
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with a Sigh, that fliook my whole Frame, if 
he knew the Lady for whole Sake that Mufic 
was performed. 

He anfwered, he did not, for there were 
fo many fair and noble Ladies lived in that 
Street, that it was not eafy to difcover to which 
of them it was addreffed. 

Finding he could not fatisfy me in this 
particular, I lent my whole Attention again 
to the Voice of my unfaithful Lover, but ah ! 
with different Senlations j for now my Soul 
was filled with the moft gloomy Defpair. The 
Morning dawnM before this hateful Serenade 
was ended ; I withdrew again to my Bed, and 
"with a River of Tears bewailed my own Misfor- 
tune, and the Inconftancy of Don Felix* 

Great Part of the Day being wafled in 
this Manner, I rofe, and putting on my Dif- 
guife, went out of my Lodging, wandering thro* 
the Streets, without any determined Defign, yet 
anxioufly wilhing to fee my perjured Lover. 

Chance brought^ me to the Gates of the 
Palace ; I entered a broad paved Court that 
was before it, and beheld a great many La- 
dies, young, beautiful, and richly adorned, 
fliewing themfelves at the Windows to the 
young Noblemen, who were riding backwards^ 
and forwards below, and whofe Eyes were 
differently dircfted, as the Objefts of their 
Peiires were placed. 

While 
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WhHe I continued ftanding near the Pa- 
lace-Gate in hopes of feeing Don Felix^ whofe 
new Miftrefs I did not doubt was amonglt 
the Ladies there, 1 faw 7^ifJ^ix/j approach, and 
after fpeaking a few" l^ords to the Porter that 
kept riie fecond Eritry> return the fame' Way 
he came ; my Heart beat with eager Expedla- 
tion 5 I imagined Don Felix was . coming j I 
Was not deceived, he came attended with fe- 
▼eral Servants, all drefled in rich Liveries of 
yellow Velvet, with white and blue Feathers 
in their Hats;* my Lover himfelf was dreft 
with the utmoft Exaftiiefs, and wore Feathers 
of the fame Colours in 'his Hat. 

As foon as he arrived at the Palace- 
Gate, he difmounted, and went up the Stairs 
that led to the Chamber of Prefence. 

The ' Extreams of Joy and Grief In 
which my Soul was toft at that tranfient 
View of him, whom I fo paffionately loved, 
and- whofe Falfliood Ifo tenderly lamented, kept 
me a long Time motionlefs in the Place where 
Iftood. 

At laft recovering mylelf . a little, I ob- 
' ferved Fahius waiting his coming out with 
th. reft 6f his Attendants, and ftepping up to 
him, I drew him afide, and alked him who 
that Nobleman was that had juft entered the 
Palace/' 

Thou muft heeds be a Stranger here, re- 
plied he, if thou knoweft not Don />//>; why,; 

Yoiith, 
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Vduth, I tell thee, there is not any Noblemait 
in the Coun better known than Don Felix. 

It may be fo, ftiid I, but I am a Stranger, 
ami wouM be glad to beinfcrnwd if he has any 
particular Realbn for givbg Liveries of thefe 
Colours. 

If it were not fo well known, replied h«, 
I would conceal' it, bnt ftnoe^any other Pcrfon 
can acquaint thee' with it as well as myfelf, 
I'll tell the© th& Reafon 5 be l6ve$ a Lady of 
this City, tidivatACeliaj and 'tis- her Colouxs 
ifhat he w€ar6. 

My wounded Heart bled afre(h at this 
Conftrmation 0/ my UnHappincfe, yet I dif- 
iembkd my^ Emotion, and cbntimied talking 
to the Page about his Matter's Paffion, from 
whom I gathered that the Lady did not receive 
it with any Mstrks of Kindnefs; 

This Affijrance animated my dFOOping 
Spirits, I purftied the Converfati<m, and Fd- 
biuf foHoWfing the Guftom of Pages^ vciy 
frerfy acouaitited me with all his . Mafter^s 
Affairs, from which making a quiek Trimfi- 
tion to mine, he afked me n^ Name, Coun- 
try and Coriditiorr. 

r told him my Name was Valerhts^ my 
Country, Vandalia-^ and that as y« I had fervcd 
no Perfon, 

Fabius being defir«u^, as I was his 
Countryman, to have me for a Fellow-fervant, 

told 



^ 
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told me, that his Lord had ordered him to 
enquire for a Page for him, and that he 
would xecommend me, provided it was agreea- 
ble to my Inclination : this Propofal I imme- 
diately accepted, as it afforded me the Means 
of feeing my Don Felix every Day, 

Fahlus having mentioned me to him, he 
ordered my Attendance on him that Evening, 
and being pleafed with my Appearance, hired 
me immediately. Alas, this Situation was 
produ6Hve of new Miferies, for now I was 
a Witnefs, a mournful Witncfs to the Mef- 
fages. Letters, and Prefents that were daily fent 
my Rival. 

** After I had been a Mondi in his Ser- 
vice, Don Felixy who had conceived an ex- 
traordinary Liking for me, comn^unicated to 
jne the whole Story of his Paffion for CeEay 
and gave me a Letter for her, which he charged 
me to deliver, if poffible, into her own Hands- 
Judge, charming Nymphs, if this Commiffion 
was not painful, yet I undertook it, and pro- 
curing an Audience of the Ladv, prefentedher 
the Letter i.Celia looking fixedly upon me, re- 
ceived the Letter^ as it fhould feem, without 
knowing what fhe did. She bluflied, and grew 
pale alternately, and not able for feveral Mi-- 
nutes to remove her Eyes from my Face, (he 
gazed on me with fuch a vifible Emotion, 
that I plainly perceived my Sight had caufed 
fome great Alteration in her Heart. 

* Re- 
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Recovering herfcif, at length flie opened 
the Letter, and haftily glancing it oyer, threw 
it afide, and again direded her Looks to me.'' 

Fortune, faid (he, after a little Paufe, has 
been very favourable to Don Felix^ in bring- 
ing thee to this Court to be his Page." 

And to me alfo. Madam, fald I, by giv- 
ing me an Opportunity of feeing a Lady, 
wMe Beauty has, in my Opinion, no equal 
in the World." 

Celia fmiling, told me, I bad learned of 
my Mafter to** flatter ; yet fhe did not feem 
difpleafed with my Difcourfe, but protracted 
my Stay by afking me a great many Quefti- 
ons concerning Felifmena^ to who>n fhe had 
heard Don Felix had formerly paid his Ad-^ 
drefies. 

I fighed and blufhed when (he mentioned 
my Name, but my Emotion efcaped her Ob- 
fervation, and having fatisfied her Curiofity 
about Feitfmenay whofe Beauty, Wit, and 
Love for Don Felix^ were the Subjefts of her 
Interrogatories, I entreated her to fend fome 
kind Meflage to my Mafter." 

Tell him, faid fhe, that I haVe read his 
Letter, and am willing to believe the Truth 
of his Profeffions ; but, Valeriusy added fhe, in 
a lower Voice, this Favour your Mafter owes 
to you, I perceive you love him, and, and to 

obJiae 
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oblige you I condefcend to give him this Sa- 
tis faft ion.** 

Sbe accompanied tbefe Words with a 
Look fo extreamly expreffive, that I had not 
the leaft Room ta doubt the ftcret Pcirpprt of 
them. I bowed refpe6tfull7, and reth*cd, fall 
of Surprize at this unexpected Incident, yet 
not without a Hope it might produce feme- 
difing fevburable to my Love. 



Dson /ViVfiiidmg be never recrif«d any An 
fwer from Celioj unlefs Iwas the Bearer of hi^^ 

-Letter^took Care always to aflignmethisEmploy 

meiic; Cilia^ by'thefeMeartSy feeing me every — 
Day, conceiveda very violent Affi86lk)rt for me^i^ 
which, however, &eonIy difcoveredby her S^hi^^ 
and Look$^; but her Indifference towards^ I>)fE=^ 
Pelix was far from producing the Eff*a» 
I. hoped and expefted: his Paflkm (eem«d to 
increafe in Proportion as {he neglefted htm; 
and fo great was his Defpair, that* apprehend- 
ing it might endanger his Life, I, whom it 
might well be imagined, wa» the laft Perfort 
ill the World, who would foUick her Qom* 
pa^on for him, I« fair Nymphs, thtdw my- 
Mf a<t herFeetj and with Tears befougbt hcf 
ta have foro^ Regard to the fad Condition to 
which her Rigour had reduced my Matter. 

CMf^, ^<^io &ad flattered berfeH; wkh the 
Hopes of having made fome Impreffion on my ' 
Heart; imagined by my fuppKantPofture, and 
the fit ft Worda I uttered,, that I was going to 
pleadfov myfelf s but no ioonec did ifhe bear the 

Namp 
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IMr«nie 0f Don Feiix, tban, lofing in ^n In^ 
ftant all her former Complacency, her Cheeks 
glowed -with indignant Blufliesy her Eyes 
flafhed . a look of Rage and Difitppointment^ 
and rifing from her Chair wiith tremhlit^ 
Emotion ; * Be gone, ungrateful, faid (he to 
4ae, is it for thy Mafter^en thou : pleadefl, 
.^when thou haft long known my Soul was de*- 
ViOted to thee i have I lived to be ^Mpifed by 
ifuch a one as thou art ? oh ! curfed Fortune, 
jck^ more curffpd Love ! but I will be cevenged, 
if not on thee, I will on ihyielf. My Death 
ihall free me at onte from thy foorji, and the 
Opbraidings of «my ^wn eonfcious Mind." 

Saying this, fhe flew into an adjoining 
Apartment, making faft ike Door after 1}er, 
^ich left me not the Poffibili^ of puriiiing 
hcTf if Iliad had an lodioation to it. 

Xjrief and Amazement kept me ior £bme 
Moments immoveable as a Statue; atJeogth 
I departed^ but my^ Thoughts weve in iuck 
ConAtfrpa'at the ftr^nge Accident uehqzh had 
ha^^ned, that I camQ into the Fveience of 
Don Feliv without being prepared with any 
* Anfwer from Ce/ia. 

I His eager In^erro^itories rottfing meirom 
the deep Reverie into whiah I was plunged, 
J replied at Random ^hat Cilia was engaged 
•wkh CompacDy, and that I cpuld not procure 
an Opportunityt)f fpeaking to her. 

D,on Felix iighing profoundly, told me, 
I a^ go then the next Day. I did, but oh f 

fair 
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fair Nvmphs of the chafte Goddeis, what was 
iny Aftoniflunent and Grief, when I was in- 
formed by Cilia's chief Attendant that (he was 
dead, having expired fome Hours after I left 
her, in a fainting Fit, - 

Had my Soul been lefs fufceptible of Ten- 
4lenieis ana Gratitude than it was, the Death 
of a Rival had not difturbed it fo much, but 
Icnowing myfelf to be the unhappy, though 
innocent Caufe of her Death, I could not 
hear of it without feeling the deepeft Afflic- 
tion, which, the Apprehenfion of Don Felixes 
Sorrow, increafed to fuch a Degree, that I 
was almoft diftraSed. 

At my Return Home I found him loft 
in the wildeft Agonies of Defpair; the News 
had already reached him ; none of his Servants 
durft approach him ; he even commanded me, 
who was his Favourite, out of his Prefence : 
Heaven knows with what Reluctance I obeyed. 
.^From that fatal Day I faw him no more, 
he departed without acquainting any of his 
Friends or Servants with the Place to which 
he defigned to go. 

No Words can paint the Torments I en- 
dured at this new Misfortune ; deprived of his 
Prefence for whom I only wifhed to live, I 
loathed the Sight of Day, I curfed my Fate, 
my haplels Love, and all Things, but my />- 
lix. 

Thefe Agonies were too violent to con- 
tinue long ; Nature was too weak to fuppqrt 

them 
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tthem ; their Rage at Length fubfided ; a calm 
of Grief enfued, and Hope, the falfe intoxicat- 

3ng Friend of Love, reprefentcd it ilill pofE- 
blc for me to be happy if I could find my Fe- 

Jix. 

Houfed by this flattering Thought, I re- 
foived to feek him through the World, and 
have already wafted two Years in my Purfuit 
-of him. 

Chance brought me to thefe Plains, where 
being ftruck with the peaceful Simplicity of a 
paftoral Life, and abfolutely defpairing ever to 
fee Don Felix more, I threw ofF the Habit of 
a Man, and in the Weeds of a Shepherdefs, 
wandered through thefe Woods, ftill nourifh- 
ing with Solitude and Tears the fatal PafSon 
that confumes me. 

Heaven, by affording me an Opportuni- 

2 of delivering you, fair Nymphs, from the 
anger with which you were threatened, feems 
to be preparing a Reverfe of Fate for me j the 
firft Ray of Joy that ever dawned upon my 
Soul fincc the Abfence of my beloved Don 
FdiXi was occafioned by being made the In- 
ftrument of your Deliverance ; oh ! may it be 
a happy Gmen of Fortune's future Favours ; 
let me hail it as the Beginning of that Happi- 
nels which the Sight of my Don Felix will 
laifc me to.*' 

The beautiful Felifmena tvaitA here, and the 
€2X1 Votaries of Diana confirmed her in that 

agreeable 
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2^ce2iAe Hppc, with Be^fons fqui?d#d oi> ^ 
true I^icacy, an4 noble Perfeveraoce pf her 
Paffion; aad all joining to intredt i^e wpuU^ 
confcnt to xcfide with them in the Palace pf 
the fage Felicia, 'till Fortune had made fonje. 
Change in her Affairs, flic readily embraced 
their Offer, ep^ fet o^t wWithem for |he 
Teoiple of jD/tf w. 

The Reader, by comparing the In^iidi^ts. 
that compofe the Fable of The Two Gentle- 
wen 6f Verma, with th9fe ip the for^gPHiig 5lo- 
ry, will €<afily perceive that Protb^tif^iM Jm^ 
in tiie Pl^y are the im^ witji felixskni FeHf- 
tfKi^ in the Novel. ... 

The^^pry, i^id^t is, highly rpflfiajptic ;»0d 
joipro^aWe, and 5^<i?-^of?^f^y"'s Jii^gnftent. in r«-! 
jecSing many of the Circum.ftfMPQ^s <pj^ b^ 
praifed, if thofe he has invented were not c- 
qi^ally ahfiifd : 'x^jgc^xA\Y Jlllonvecjr tfegt {he 
Plot, Cpndj^^, Ma^o^r^,; ^nd Sf^iliflW n^3 pf 
tWs Play are ex(rej^i?[|ly d<gfiqi^;Qt, 

The ^wrt ^d P;^Ja^Q of the Qiike of Mi- 
lan^ to which fjrft Sir V^^fine, mA then ^jr 
Prptheus^.^XQ fent to ipiprpve th^r Ppli^^ij^fe 
in, has l^ft Dignity <a^nd D^cprym init> t^n 
the' f^ufe of a .prjy?^« C^tlfiman. ^//iwfc?^ 
{he Dike's iD^ugJjter, nptwiihftandjng w^ ajei 
told with wopderf^l JSiqipljgty, iii dlffef^m 
Paffages of the Play, that flie is a vkiums dvil 
Gentlewoman, yet behaves with all the ruftic 
§f^artnefs, apd 9^w^^ Qaiety pf a : ViU^e 
Cpquet. ' . : ^ 

She 
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e is introduced flirting from Room to 
n, followed by two of her Lovers^ and 
ung equally at the Man (he favours, and 
fhc rejedh, flyly inciting them to 
rel, and when ftie has fet them together 
he Ears, enjoys the Jeft, 'till the good 
:e, her Father, comes in to part them. 

r Falentinis Courtfliip of this Princefs, it 
: be confefTed, is extreamly Angular, and 
Appearance of his dirty Footman, Speedy 
le Prefence-Chamber^ breaking Jefts upon 
Matter and her Highnefs, while they are 
mrilng, has fomething in it very new and 
)mmon. The following Scene will give 
Readfer a Specimen of Sir Valentine^ Gal- 
ry, the Wit of his Servant, and the prince- 
ireeding of Silvtay the Duke's Daughter. 

Valentine. 
ladam and Miftrefs^ a Thoufand good 
Morrows. 

Speed. 
)h! give yegoodEv'nj herc^s a Million of 
Manners. 

Silvia. 
ir Valentine and Sqrvant, to you two Thou* 
fand. 

Spied. 
le ihould give her Intereft; and (he gives it 



Val 
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Vaxentine. 
As you enjoin'd me, I have wrote your 
Letter 
Unto the^ fecret, namelers Friend of yours j 
Which I was much unwilling to proceed in. 
But for my Duty to your Ladyfhip. 

SiLTIA. 

I thank you, gentle Servant; 'tis very 
clerkly done. 

Valentine. 
Now truil: me, Madam, it came hardly off; 
For being ignorant to whom it eoes,. 
I writ at Random, very doubtfully. 

Silvia. 
Perchance, you think too much of fo much 
Pains. 

Valentine. 
No, Madam, fo it fteed you, I will write, 
Pleafe you command a Thoufand Times as 

much. 
And yet 

Silvia. 

A pretty Period; well, I guefs the Sequel ; 

And yet I will not name it ; and yet I care not ; 

And yet take this again, and yet I thank you ; 

Meaning henceforth to. trouble you no more. 

Speed. 
And yet you will ; and yet, another yet. 

[AJide. 
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Valentine, 
What means your Ladyfhip ? d(> 70O libt like 
it? 

Silvia. 
Ves, yes, the Lines are very quaintly writ j 
But fince unwiilingly, take them again % 
'Nayy take them. 

VAEENriNE, 

Madam, they are for you. 

Silvia. 
Ay*, ay 5 you writ them, Sir, at my Re- 
queft J 
But I will none of them ; they are for you ; 
I would have had them wrbte more movingly. 

Valentine, 
Pleafe you, TU write your Lzdyfhip another. 

Silvia. 
And when it's writ, for my Sajce read it 
over J 
And if it pleafe you, fo j if not, why fo. 



Valentine. ' . 
If it pleafe me> Madam, what then ? 

Silvia. 
Why if it pleafe you, take h for your 
Labour : 
And fo good Morrow Servant [Exit. 

C 2 S^EED. 
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Sp»ed. 
O Teft unfeen infcrutable, invifxbic, 

As a Nofe on a Man's Face, or a Weather- 
cock on a Steeple, 

My Matter fues to her, and fhe hath taught 
her Suitor, 

He being her Pupil, to become her Tutor : 

O excellent Device ! was there ever beard a 
better. 

That my Matter being the Scribe to himfelf 
mould vtrrite the Letter ! 

Valentine. 
How now. Sir, what arc you reafoning 
withyourfelf? 

Speed. 
Nay, I was rhiming ; *tis you that have the 
Rcafon. 

Valentine. 
To do vtrhat? 

Speed. 
To be a Spoloefman for Madam Silvia^ 

Valentine. 
To whom } 

Speed. 
To yourfelf, why, Ihe wooes you by a 
Figure. 

Valentine. 
. What Figure i 

Speed. 
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By a Letter I fhould fay. 

Valentine. 
Why, fhe hath not writ to me. 

Seeed. 
What need fhe. 
When ihe hath made you write to yOurfclf ; 
Why, do you not perceive the Jeft ? 

Valentine, 

No, believe me. 

Speed. 
No believing you, indeed Sir, but did you 
perceive, her eameft i 

Valentine. 
She gave me none, except nn angry WorA 

Speed. 
Whyj (he hath given you a Letter. 

Valentine. 
That's the Letter I wrote to her Friend. 

Speed. 
And that Letter hath (he delivered, and 
there's an End. 

Valentine. 
I would it were no wprfe. 

C 3 Sfeep. 
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Sp££D. 

I'll warrant you, *tis as well : 
•* For oftc^ have you writ to her, and flic m 

" Modefiy, 
" Orelfe, /or want of idle Tinac, could not 

" again reply j ' 
" Or fearing elfe fome Meflcnger, that might 

" her Mind difcover, 
" Herfelf hath taught her Love himfelf to write 

** unto her Lover/' 
All this I fpeak in Print ; for in Print I found it. 
Why mufe you, Sir ? 'tis Dinncr-time# 

Valentine. 
I have dined; 

Speed. 

Ay, but hearken. Sir j tho' the Cameleoa 

Love 
Can feed on the Air, I am one tfiat j^m nou- 

riflied 
By my Visuals, and would fain have Meat ; 
Oh be not like your Miftreis ; be moyed, be 

moved. 

Sihiay notwithftanding this feeming Indif- 
ference, is fo violently in Love with yalentinej 
that being prevented in her Defigo of mar- 
rying him privately, and in Confequence of 
her refiifing to marry Sir Thurio (a foolifli 
Knight whom the Duke thinks a fit Match 
for the Princefs, his Daughter, becaufe he has 
a great deal of Money) being confined in a 
high Tower, refoliPes to forfake her Father's 
Court, and follow the banifhed Valentine to 
Mantua. 

The 
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The poor Prjnccfs being in fuch a perplex- 
ing Situation, confined, guarded, and not fuf- 
fered to have any Correfpondencc with any 
Perfon, but her deftined Husband Thurioy and 
her ifover^s faHe Friend Protheus^ one would 
imagine fome great Degree of Invention* muft 
be exerted to contrive a probable Stratageni to 
releafe her. 

\* 

The Poet gets over this Difficulty with 
wonderful Eafe : Silvia is fhewn talking from 
her Chamber- window in the Tower in broad 
Day, to Sir EglamotiTj her Confidant, below, 
fettling with him, wtem fhe dcfires to accom- 
pany her, the Method of her Efcape, which 
is to be cffefted by his meeting her with Horfes 
at Friar PatricP^ CeB, whither fhe intends to 
go to Confeffion. 

Ta make all this prci)aUe, *tis neceffkry 
that tht Spies and Guards fct tfver tfcis Prin- 
tiefs, muft be all blind, otherwife (he and Sir 
Egiamour muft unavoidably be feen by them, 
— Tis alfb neceflary that they fcoidd be deaf, 
or elfe they could not fail to hear the whole 
Contrivance; for her Chamber, we are inform- 
ed, is in a high Tower, at a great Diftance 
from the Ground, which made it impafliblc 
for Sir Bglamour and her to fettle their Schemes 
in Whifpers : and laftly, *tis abfolutdy necef- 
fary, that this confined Princefs fhould have 
the Liberty of rambling alone out of her Tow- 
er to Confeffion, or fhe could not fo confir 
C 4 fidently 
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dently make ah Affignation with Eglamour at 

Friar Patrick's Cell, nor fo fecurely keep it. 

Nothing can be more inconfiftent than the 
Charaftcr of FaUnitM ; nothing more impro- 
per than the Manners attributed to him as a 
Lover. 

PaiEonately enamoured as he is with Sihta^ 
he reconunends a new Lover to her with the 
utmoft Eameflnefs, and will not be fatisfied 
^dll fhe promifes to entertain him. 

When he b baniflied to A£lavj and in the 
extreameft Defpair for the Lois of his Miftrefs, 
the Fear of Death prevails upon him to be- 
come the Head of a Gang of Banditti, and 
having in this Situation fortunately refcued 
his beloved Sihia^ from the Violence of his 
treacherous Friend, who was going to ravtfli 
her, a few repentant Words uttered by that 
Friend, makes him refolve to refign her to 
him, notwithfianding the generous Proof ihe 
had given him of her lendernels, in run- 
ning fa many Hazards to be with him. 

PROTHEUS. 

Forgive me, Valentine \ if hearty Sorrow 
Be a fufficient Ranfom for Offence 
I tender't here ; I do as truly fuffer 
As e'er I did commit. 



Valentine. 
».. ^ Then I am paid : 

And once again 1 do receive thee. 



Who 
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"Who by Repentance is not fatisfied, 

Is nor of Heaven, nor Earth; for thefe are 

pleas'd 
By Penitence the Eternal's Wrath's appeas'd, 
And that my Love may appear plain and free, 
All that v^ras mine, in Situia I give thee. 

This Part of the Intrigue of the Play, fuch 
as it is, that relates to the Loves of Silvia and 
Valentine^ is probably the Poet's own Inven- 
tion J but* the Adventure of Julia and PrO" 
theus are copied clofely from the Paftoral Ro- 
mance. 

The Poet drops the Story at the Flight of 
Silvia^ and adds all the remaining. Circum- 
fiances* 

He alfo paints Protheus in much more dif- 
advantageous Colours, than he is reprefented 
in the Original ; there we find him indeed in-^ 
conftant to his Miftrefs, who loves him pafS- 
onately, and forfaking her for one that treats 
him with the utmoft Difdain. 

But Sbakefpear fhews him treacherous in 
the higheft Degree to his Friend, bafe and 
tingrat^ul to the Duke his Benefa£lor, and 
guilty of intended Violence towards the Wo* 
man he profefles to love ; yet, wicked as he 
is, he efcapes not only without Punifliment, 
but is made as happy as the renewed Tender- 
oeis of his. injured Friend, and the inviolable 
Fidelity of his once loved Julia can make him, 

C s The. 
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The Charai^er of Julia is much nearer the 
Original than that of Protheus; but in the 
Romance we find her, when (he is in the 
Quality of a Page to Don Felix ^ exerting a 
very extraordinary kind of Generofity, in folli- 
citing her Rival's Favour for her Lover. 

Shake/fear very judicioufly makes her ^€t a 
quite contrary Part, inftead of endeavouring 
to move her Rival's Compaflion for Pr$thius^ 
flie tries to engage it for the unhappy Objeft 
of his former Aflfeftion, reprefenting her Love, 
her Conftancy, her Grief at being abandoned, 
in the moft pathetic Terms, and by artfully 
intermixmg fome Praifes of her Beauty, infi- 
nuates the little Reliance fhe ought to have 
upon the proftituted Vows of a Man fo pfone 
to change. 

The Behaviour of Felifmena upon her Maid's 
offering her a Letter from Don /V/rx, in the 
Romance, is plainly the Foundation of the 
following Scene in the Play j and though the 
Dialogue is not copied, yet the ridiculous 
Prudery of the Miftrefs, an^ the artful Ma- 
nagement of the M^i^s have io near a Re- 
femblance, that it cannq^ be doubted A&^zitf* 
Jp^ar Ji^d it in his Eye. 



Cs SCENE 
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SCENE Julia's Chamber. 

Enter Julia and Lucetta. 

Julia. 
But fay, Lucetta, now we arc alone, 
Woud'ft thou then counfel me to fall in Love,. 

Lucetta. . 
Ay, Madam, fo you ftumble not unhced- 
fully. 

Julia. 
Of all the fair Refort of Gentlemen, 
That ev*ry Day with pari encounter me. 
In thy Opinion which is the worthieft Love ? 

Lucetta. 
Pleafc you, repeat their Names j PU (hew 
my Mind 
According to my fhallow fimple Skill. 

Julia. 
What think'ft thou of the fair Sir Eglamour ? 

Lucetta. 
As of a Knight well fpoken, neat and fine; 
But were I you, he never ihould be mine. 

Julia. 
What think'ft thou of the rich Mircutiof 

Lucetta. 
Wdl of hii wealth, but of himfelf^ fo, fo. 
C 6 Julia. 
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Julia. 
What Aink'ft thou of the gentle Prothm ? 

LUCETTA. 

Lord^ Lord^ to fee what Folly reigns in us f 

JuxiA. 
How now, what means this P^ow at his 
Name ? 

Lucbtta. 
Pardon, dear Madam, 'tis a paffing Shame,. 
That I unworthy Body as I am. 
Should cenfure thus oae lovely Gentleman.. 

JULIA^ 

Why not on frotheus^ as of all the reft T 

LuCETTA. 

Then thus; of many good, I thiqkhimbeft^ 

Julia. 
Your Reafon ? 

LuCETTA. 

I have no other but a Woman^s Reafon^ 
I^ think him fo, becaufe. I think him. fo«. 

Julia. 
And would'ft thou have me caft my Love otk 
himi . 

LuCETTA. 

Ay, if you thpught your J-»pve npt caft away^ 

JuXXA^ 
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Julia. 
Why he of all the reft hath never mov'd me* 

LUCETTA. 

Yet he of all the reft I think beft loves ye. 

Julia. 
His little fpeaking fhews his Love bii^ 
fmall. 

Lucetta. 
The Fire that's clofeft kept, burns moft of 
all. 

Julia. 
They do not love, that do not ihew their 
Love. 

Lucetta. 
Oh, ithey love leaft, that let Men knovr their 
Love. 

JTULIA.. 

I would I knew his Mind. 

Lucetta* 
Pfenife this Paper, Madam. 

JULI^A. 

ToJuHa; fay, from whom? 



Lucetta. - 
That the Content! will ihew# 



S^Yx 
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Julia. 
Say, fay ; who gave it thee ? 

. LUCETTA. 

Kr Vakntin^s Page ; and fent, I think, from 

Protheusy 
He would have given it you, but I, I>eing in 

the Way, 
Did in your Name receive itj pardon the 



1 your 
fault. 



I pray. 



Julia. 

Now, by my Modefty, a goodly Broker ! 
Dare you jprefume to harbour wanton Lines, 
To whifper and confpire againft my Youth ? 
Now, truftme, 'tis an Office of great Worth, 
And you an Officer fit for the Place. 
There, take the Paper , fee it be returned ; 
Or elfe return mo more into my Sight. 

Lucetta. 
To plead for Love deferves more Fee than 
Hate. 

Julia. 
Will ye be gone ? 

Lucetta. 
Thus you may rumin^e, [Exit, 

Julia. 
And yet I would I had o'erlook'd the Letter, 
It were a Shame to call her back again ; 
And pray her to a Fault for which I chid her. 

What 
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'What Fool is fhe, that knows I am a Maid, 
-And would not forc^ the Letter to my View ? 
Since Maids in Modefty fay No to that 
Which they would have the ProflPrer conftruc. 

Ay. 
Pie» fie, how wayward 1% this fooli(h Love, 
That like a tefty Babe, will fcratch the Nurfe, 
And prefently, all humbled, kifs the Rod ? - 
How chufliuily I chid Lucetta hence, 
When willingly I would have had her here 5 
How angerly I taught my Brow to frown, 
When inward Joy enforced my Heart to fmile> 
My Penance is to call Lucetta back, 
And a(k Remiffion for my Folly paft. 
What, ho ! Lucetta! 

Ri-enttr Lucetta* . 

Lucetta, 
What would your Ladyihip ? 

Julia. 
Is't near Dinner-time. 

Lucetta. 
I would it were ; 
That you might kill your Stomach on your 

Meat, 
And not upon your Maid. 

JuHA. 
What is't that you 
Took up fo gingerly ? 

Lucetta. 
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LUCETTA. 

Nothing. 

Julia. 
Why didft thou ftoop then i 

LuCETTA. 

To take a Paper up that I let falL 

Julia. 
And is that Paper nothing ?' 

LuCETTA. 

Nothing concerning me. 

Julia. 
Then let it lye for thofe that it concerns.. 

LuCETTA. 

Madam, it will not lye where it concerns,^ 
Unlefs it have a falfe Interpreter. 

Julia. 
Some Love of yours hath writ to you-, in 
\ Rhime. 

LuCETTA. 

That I might fmg it, Madam, to a Tunc^ 
Give, me a Note, your Ladyfhip can fet. 

JunA, 
As little by fuch Lays as may be poffible;, 
Beft fing it to the Tune oi Light o' Love. 

LuCETTAi 
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LUCETTA, 

It is too heavy for fo light a Tunc. 

Julia. 
Heavy ! belike, it hath fome burthen then, 

LUGETTA. 

Ay, and melodious were it, would you fing it, 

Julia. 
And why not you ? 

LuCETTAr 

I cannot reach fo high. 

Julia. 
Let's fee your Song ; 
How now. Minion ! 

LUCETTA. 

Keep Tune there ftill, fo you will flng il 
out; 
And yet, methinks, I do not like this Tune* 

Julia. 
You do not ? 

LuCETtA. 

No, Madam, 'tis too (harp. 



Julia. 
You, Minion, are too faucy. 



Lucetta. 



{ 
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, LUCETTA. 

Nay, now vou are too flat j 
And niar the Concord with too harfh a Difcant : 
There wanteth but a Mean, to fill your Song. 

Julia. 
The Mean is drown'd with your unruly Bafs. 

LuCETTA. 

Indeed^ I bid the Ba& for Prothmu 

Julia. 
This Babble (hall not henceforth trouble me ; 
Here is a Coil with Proteftation. [uan it. 

Go, get you gone ; and let the Papers lye | 
You would be fingering them to anger me. 

LuCETTA. 

She makes it ftrange, but ihe would be beft 
pleas'd 
To be fo angor'd with anodier Lmer. [Eiiit. 

JlJLlA. 

Nay, would I were fo anger'd with the fame f 
Oh hateful Hands, to tear fuch loving Words ! 
Injurious Wafps, to feed on fuch fweet Honey, 
And kill the Bees, that yield it, with your 

Stings ! 
I'll kifs each feveral Paper for Amends : 
Look, here is writ kind Julia^ — unkind Julia^ 
As in Revenge of thy Ingratitude 
I throw thy Name againft the bruifing Stones ; 
Trampling contemptuoufly on thy Difdain. 
Look here is writ. Love-wounded PrQtbeus. 

Poor 



Sbakefpear Ittuftrakd. 4^ 

Poor wounded Name I my Bofom as a Bed 
Shall lodjge thee, 'till thy Wound be throughly 

heard 
And thus I fearch it with a fav*ring Kifs. 
But, twice, or thrice, was rrotbeus written 

down; 
Becalm, good Wind, blow not a Word away j 
*Till I have found each Letter in the Letter, 
Except mine own Name : That fome Whirl- 
wind bear 
Unto a ragged, fearful, halriging Rock, 
A^d throw it tbehce I-nto the raging Sea y 
So here in one Line is his Name twice writ : 
Poor forlorn iPra^^i^/, paiBonate Pr^/i^^«x, 
' To the fweet Julia : that I'll tear away j 
And yet I will not, iithfo prettily 
He couples it to bis complaining Names : 
Tbu^ will I fold them one upon another; 
Now kifs, embrace, contend, do what you 
wUI. 

Entir Lu-CETTA* 

LUCETTA. 

Madam, Dinner is ready, and your Father 
ftays. 

Julia, 

Well, let us go. 

LuCETTA. 

What,, fliallthefe Papers lye like Tell-tales 
' here i 

Julia. 
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Julia, 
If thou refped them, beft to take them up^ 

LUCETTA. 

Nay, I was taken up for laying them dowi>; 
Yet here they fhall not lye, for catching Cold. 

JuuA. 
I fee you have a Month's Mind to them. 

LuCETTA. 

Ay, Madam, you may fay what Sights yoti 
fee, 
I fee Things too, although you judge I wink* 

Julia. 
Come, come, wUl't pleafe you go. 

[Exeunt 

This Play every where abounds with the 
mofl: ridiculous Abfurdities in the Plot and 
Condudt of the Incidents, as well as with the 
greateft Improprieties in the Manners and Sen- 
timents of the Perfons. 

The Princefs, becaufe it is neceflary flic 
fliould meet with her Lover in the Wood, 
without having the Power of making herfelf 
invifible, gets away from her Guards, and out 
of her high Tower, and gallops like an Ama- 
zon, attended only by one Squire to Mantua. 

'Tis no Wonder therefore, that in fuch an 
Equipage, and engaged in fuch a romantic De- 
figQjL me fliould fall into the Hands of the 

Banditti} 
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Banditti; nor that (he (hould meet with her 
Lover amongft them, fince the Poet had pre- 
pared U5 for this wonderful Incident, by a pre- 
ceding cme, full as aftoniOiing, in making the 
noble Youth the Captain of this Band of 
Villains. 

It feeming neceflary alfo to the Poet^s De- 
fign, that the Duke of Milan fliould fall into 
the fame Danger, we find the good old Prince, 
upon the News of his Daughter's Flight, in- 
ilead of difpatching feveral Parties of his 
Guards different Ways to overtake and bring 
her back, mounting his Horfe himfelf, and 
with no other Attendants than Protiauh who 
is a Stranger in his Dominions, and Thurso^ 
the foolim Knight he defigned for his Spn-in- 
law, riding away in Search of her, 

'Tis eafy.t5 fee, that by this Management 
be muft fall into the Hands of the Banditti, 
and accordingly there we meet with him next. 
The Duke's beltowing his Daughter upon Fa- 
kntine^ whom he finds at the Head of this 
defperate Gang of Ruffians, after refufing her 
to him, when he lived in his Court with an 
imblemiihed R'^putation, is indeed a little in- 
comprehenfible, as is alfo ^flZ?«//w's Willing- 
nefe to refign h*i beloved Miftrcfs to his falfe 
Friend, who had offered Violence to her Cha- 
ftity, and Silvia*s giving her Hand to him, 
after fo ftriking a Proof of his Indifference and 
Ingratitude. 

I cannot omit taking Notice of one Blun- 
der am9ng many others I (hall pafs over ; Fa- 

leniine'. 



46 Sbaitffear IHtffira^. 

liHtini, after having juft before dedared, thatf 
it is with Difficulty he refti'ains the Vil]aina^ 
who had chofen him^ for dieir Chief from the 
mod brutal Outirages, veqommendt them to the^ 
Duke's Fa^four with thefc Words ; 

Thefe banifhM Men that I have kept withal. 
Art Men endowed virith worthy (^alities : 
Forgive them what they have committed hercy 
And let them be recallcxl from their Exile; 
They are itfoniai'djcivil, ^1 of Good, 
Ankl fit for' great Employ meht, worthy Lord, 

Theh' Reformation ihuftbe very fyddeii in- 
deed^ for 'tt^' not more than thrde Mmutes 
finoe he had compbtned of their Villainy, and 
he could have no Opportunity of knowing this 
Change in their Manners, for from that 
Time, 'till the l^nd of the Play, he has no 
iiaitber Conidauhication with thefei. 

Yet it is not enough to make him folllcit 
their Pardon, but he muft alfo recommend 
them to great Employments, and the poor 
eafy Duke gives him an abfolute Pow^r of pro^ 
voiding for d^enl as he pleafefi. 

The Wit in this Play confitts irt Puns,^ 
Quibbleisy Antiithefes's, aAd playing upon 
Words j and' the Humour^ is all divided ^be- 
tween Lamce and his Dog^ The laft of thefe* 
Perfonagcs is indeed a Mute^ which thofe, 
who contend for the Learning of Shtf^fpear^- 
may fay, he introduced in Imitation of the 
Anclehts^ at he gives Rife likb' thdfe- in^ th^ 

ancient 
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^'^cient Comedy to feveral Incidents in the 
Play. I {hall tranicribe a Scene between Pro* 
them and Speedy and a Speech of Launcet to 
^ is Dog, which mayferveas t Specimen of 
the Wit and Humour of the Comedy* 

Speed. 
Sir Protheus^ favc you j fare you, my^ Matter. 

Protheus. 
But now hefUffted hence, t'embark for M^ 
Ian* 

Speed. 
Twenty to one then he is ffaipp'd ahi»(i^|rv 
And I have phiy'd the Sheep id lofing him^ 

Protheus. 
Indeed, a Sheep doth very often ft ray. 
An if the Shepherd be awhiie away. 

Speeio. 
You conclude that my Mafter is a Sfcephej^ 
then, and I a Sheep ? 

Protheus. 
I do. 

Speed. 
Why then my Horns are his Horns^ whe- 
ther I wake or fleep. 

Protheus. 
A fiily Anfwer, and fitting well a Sfieep. 

Speeds 
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Speed. 
This proves me ftill a Sheep. 

Protheus. 
True; and thy Mafter a Shepherd. 

Speed. 
Nay, that I can deny by a CircumftancCi 

Protheus. 
It (hall go hard, but Til prove it by anotiier. 

Speed. 
The Sliepherd feeks the Sheep, and not the 
Sheep the Shepherd ; but I feck my Mailer, 
and my Mafter feeks not me ; therefore I am 
no Sheep. 

Protheus. 
The Sheep for Fodder follows the Shepherd, 
the Shepherd for the Food follows not the 
Sheep; thou for Wages followeft thy Mafter, 
thy Mafter for Wages follows not thee j there- 
fore thou art a Sheep. 

Speed. 
Such another Proof will make me cry BaS. 

Protheus. 
fiut doft thou hear ? gaveft thou my Letter 
to Julia? 

Speed. 
Aye, Sir, I, a loft Mutton, gave yourlJet- 
terto her, a lacM Muttons and (he, a lac'd 

Mutton, 
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Mutton, gaveme, aloftMutton, nothing for 
117 Labour* 

Protheus. 
Here's too finall a Pafhire for fuch Store o£ 

Speed. 
If the Ground-be ov£r-charg'd, 70U mtxt bcft 
ftick hen 

Prothbvs. 
Nay;, in that yoa are aftray; ^twere beft 
pound you« 

Speed. 
Najr^ Sir, lels than a Poundfli^l ferve me 
for carrying your Letter. 

Protheus. 
You miftake : I jnean the Pound i a Penfold. 

Speed. 
From a Pound to aPini fold it over and 
over, it is three-fold too little (ox carrying • 
Letter to your Lover. 

Protheus. 
Bnt^ what &id Jhef Didihe noif 

[Speed ly^^ 
Sfud« 

O PftOfHIOIb 
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Protheus. 
Nodi: Why that's Noddy. 

Speed. 

You miftook, Sir : I faid. She d^id iiod : 

And you afk me, if (he did nod ; and I faid, L 

Protheus. — 

. And that, fet together, is Noddy, 

Speed. 
Now you'have taken the Pains to fet it to- 
gether, take it for your Pains. 

Protheus. 
No, no; you (hall have it for 'bearing the 
Letter. ' 

Spebd. } 
" Well, r perceive I muft be fain to bear with 
you. 

Protheus. 
* Why, Sir ; how do you bear with me ? 

Speed. 
Marry, ^ Sir, the 'Letter, very orderly ; 
Having nothing but the Word Nbdtfy for my 
. Paius. 

Pr6theus. 
Be(hrew me, but you have a quick Wit. 



•- ' '' ^ Speed. 

And yet it cannot overtake your flow Purfe. 

Protheus. 
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PROTHEUS. 

' Come, come, open the Matter in brief: 
Whatfaidflie? 

Spbed« 
Open your Purre, that the Money and the 
l^atter may be both at once delivered. 

Protheus. 

• Well, Sir ; here is for your Pains* What 

faidflie? 

Speed. 
Truly, Sir, I think you'll bardly win her. 

Protheus. 
Why? Could'ft thou perceive fo much from 
her ? 

Speed. 
Sir, I cbu^d perceive nothing at all from her : 
No, not fo much as a Ducat for delivering 

your Letter: 
And being fo hard to me that brought your 

' Mind, 
I fear (he'll prove as hard to you in telling lior 
Mind. 

Protheus^ 
^ What! faidlhe nothing? 

• , Speed* 

^ No, not fo mtich as— take fliis for your 
Pams. - .- 

D a T# 



To teftify your Bounty, I thank you ; yo&, 

have tefter'd on? j; 
JfK I3e3|uitel wU?lcoA l^ciwfotli^ <;any ygur 

Letter yourfelf ; 
And, Sir, I'll commend you to my Mafter. 

When % M^'§ 5sruat; (Mi pJary the Cw 
with him, look you, it goes hard : One that 
I brought up' of a Pi^y ^ one that I faved 
ftoi^ drownii?^^ v?hw tbr^c or four of his 
blind Brothers and Sifters went tf^'^y I have 
taught him even as one would fay, precifely^. 
Thus would I teach aCog> I went to deliver 
him. "Zfi a^ Pv^fcj^ ^ Ml^. Sjhia, frxnn my 
Maiter $ and I came no foener into the Dining- 
Chamber, but he jlops. m^. |o her Trencher, 
tnd pleads her Q^QQ s {^^ Qh ! 'tis 9 €e>u1 
^filing, when a Cur camiot keep h^n^ejf in all 
Companies. I would have, as one would fay, 
one mat takes upon hloit^. be a D<^ indeed, 
to bc,^ a3iit.w,ercj^ a, P^of^ ^t aD thw]^ If I 
^ad no a\ore Wk tiim he„ tp tak$? a Fault upQi| 
me that he did, I dimk y^pjif hf; h^^ been 
han|c4 for it ; (urf^a§ I liyc l^.b^ foffercd for't^t 
You ihaA judge : He thruft me hii^fqlf into the 
Co0ij^ai^ of three or four Qc44mfV^^rS}fq 
fl>og^ under the lake's Table. He^ had not 

been tlierc (blefs the Mark !) — - — 

Out with the Dog, f^soQe: What Cur is that ? 
iavs another: whfp hi^. 014^ {i^y$ a tklrd: 
Hang him up, fays the Duke. I having been 
acquainted with the Snj^l^ore, knew it was 
Crab ; a^idjpes n^c, to the fs^qw Ajit ii^ps 
tucPog; Fttieod, quoth fi youm^iDLto whip 

the 
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the Dog: Ay, marry, I do^ quoth he: You 
do him the more Wrongs quoth I ^ 'twas I 
did die Thing you wot of. He makes no more 
ado, but whips me out of the Chamber. How 
many Matters would do this for their Servants ! 
Nay, ril be fwom, I have fat in the Stocks for 
Puddings he hath fiolen ; otlierwife he had been 
executed. I have flood on the Piliory for s 
Geefe he hath killed ^ otherwife he had fufFer'd 
for it. Thou think'ft notof-this now: Nay, 
I remember the Trick you ferved me ; when I 
took my Leave of Madam Sihia, did I not bid 
thee mark me, and do a« J do ? •->»« •-•*-• 
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The Story of Trotlus and Crejjida^ 
From Chaucer. 



i^^^^^^HE Story of the Trojan War is 
Z^^ JamL well known; the Princes of 
Greece united in Arms for the 
Recovery of Helen^ and to re- 
venge her Rape, had befteged 
Troy almoil: ten Years with va- 
rious Succefi ; when Calcasy one of the prin- 
cipal Lorfls of Troyi went over to their Party. 

To this Nobleman, who was very well flcillcd* 
in Divine M)rfteries, JpoUo revealed the certain 
DdferuSion of Troyp and to prevent his being 
a Partaker in the forcdoom'd DeTolation of 
his Country, he ftole privately out of the Ci- 
ty, and fled to the Grecian Camp, making Ufe 
of his Skill in forefceing Things to come, to 
recomn\end him to the Greeks j who finding 

freat Advantage from this his Science, held 
im in high Efteem. 

The News of Cakas's Flight being fpread 
through the City, the People enraged at his 
Treachery, were for facrificing all the Rela- 
tions and Friends he had left behind him to 
their Revenge, 

D4 Crejftdaj 
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Criffiday his only Daughter, a yqiMiig I»ady 
of exqui&e Beau^^ being wholly igaoram oif 
her Father's Pli^t, was mxurt tlian any other 
sfiAonifiiedattheNews. Diftraded wi^ Shame 
for the Bafenefi and Treachery of her Father, 
and wild with her Fears of tne Infults of thft 
enra^ Populace, flie caft herfelf at the Feet 
of He£for in a mournins Habit, and, wtdi 
Tears protefting her own Innocence, imj^red 
his Protection. 

The, generous Heart of He3or was greatty 
moved with the Diftrefi of the kneeling Beau- 

?r. He rai&d her up, and afiured her, her 
ather's Treaibn ihould reflect no Diihoaour 
upon her, that (he fiiould eii|o^ his Eftates^ 
and, if fhe pleafed, live happy in Trej under 
bi^Piote^oa., 

CtiffidM dianked hin wldi n grao^; Hu* 
mlity^ and retunung %» hec Houfc„ bcgaut 
from thenceforward, to Uv« with the greatcft 
Privacy and B<etireni«0l^ fo' nicety coniciout 
ihe was of her Father^s Difg^egi and fo de- 
licately attentive to her own unhappy Situa-< 
tion, that the People, charmed wkh her Con- 
dud, no longer remenibered the Treafon 4^ 
her Father to her Difadvantage. 

It was the Cuftom in Troy to celebrate the 
Feaft of PaUas in the Month oi ApriU th^ 
Kine's Sons, with the Matrons and maids of 
Quality, and the Knights of Troy^ aifified at 
this Solemnity. 

The 
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Widow's Habit, appeared with a thoufand 
AdVawtageaF amote the* Rfeft. Heff fifeaso^r, 
like a bi^ Star bitadtihg throtf^ tfitf 
Veil of an envicmsr Clcfttd', dmfttf the v*6W 
Aflfehibty; irnmoved witfl the mtmnitw* 
R^fcs Ae heattf ^mmrf hdfi artd di(A*vb* 
of efcaping Notice, fhe ftbckf IwWi btitttMif 
Modcfly Hear the l>66^r beadffig; heffeveiy 
Eyerott the Gr<wwd, i^^ifcr th^ Bluftey iil«fcw. 
fimethaes crimfbiterf crtrer her fiir Kftee^ afirt* 
fte%et Rflfitrcwefi ctf hcarAtieurf^ ffie^if 
her Thoiights wertf mbit* eiripfojretf oti h^ 
Fasdtef'^l/iittkpptiiel^ tteortfie Addif/^diT Mt^ 
Fdrm ej^dtcd. ^ 

Trahit^ wfidfg fives wtet eM ^ma S ^^ 
lit fcarch dt fthf Ofcjedsi thcwg^ fixed' m 
jxo p^fcularorte; w^ afflon|; tlHe.f^^ whoi 
tbc* Notiee c^f dte lfreutfCebi» p"^B&t TRfi: 

young Prince; gay/hartdf&mejaiwa^Witrfoi^v 
had never felt the foft Inquietudes of Love^ 
he defirifed the Pbwer rf die wfi^cd Bfrftjr^ 
and tfiiimpfiii^iit Ks owtt EttRijFcrence,; 
fetigbed act the Towmente' of otSeK; mvtngi 
sts was^hisCuflbm* throu^ tfic^ TempArwior 
fotoe of his jroung Kntght$, ittrf bdiolrf- 
ifigwhh wandering^ G&fices the lA^t as thaejr 
flood, often fRiy leerbYg^ dft lif$^Obiy^nfotf$^ 
ttroMerve if any of theitt brewed a aghjoff 
darted a de&ing Look af one of thetfi; The 
God of Love, offended with his continual 
Alockeries^ bent his Bow that ]Wo«ertt irt a^ 
Kage^ andlimconeof hi? keeneft-Aitcrwsr^cr 
Ds, bis 
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his Heart : the lovely penfive Crejftda was the 

Objed tfaat^ed bis Attention. 

Ob Heavens ! cried he to himfelf, while his 
Eyes feafted on the raviihing Beauties of her 
Face, Where haft tho^ been hid thus long, 
thou that art fo lovely fair ? Where has fuch 
laatchlefs Beauty been concealed^ thatmyder 
lighted Ey^s were never bleiled with it before ? 
While he was thus contemplating her with Emo* 
tions be had 'till then been a Stranger to, Cref- 
,^fi&2L railing her Head> turned her bright Eyes by 
Chance on X^dlusy and with that Look com^ 
pleated .the Conqueft of his Heart He figh- 
ed» as wit^ an ardent Gaze he met the lan- 
guishing, yet too powerful Glance of the af- 
flided Beauty ; and ihe haflily averting her 
Faqe^- ^g^in he fjghed, and confcious of his 
former Injuries tp Love^ turned to his Com- 
panions, to fee if any of them obferved his. 
new. Diforder, leaving the Temple^ at length, 
he wentH^mctahis owa Palace.. 

. Solitude now was all he Ibught, and difbiifs- 
ihghis Conq>anions, on Pretence of private. 
Buimefs, he retired^ to his Chamber to indulge: 
bis new Meditations^, there making a Mirror, 
of his Mind, he contemplated the Image of. 
the beauteous Crejftda \, his raptured Fancy, 
dwelt upon the inchanting Look (he ^ve. 
Bim, and every recollefted Charni added. 
Strengthlo the fatal Paflion that conTiunedhim*, 

Love ^virig new Ardour to tho bright 
flames of Glory, he rufhed with >more than 

mortal 
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morfaJ Courage to the Field ; yet ^as it not 
his Hatred to th^ Greeh^ nor his Define of 
preferving the Town, which poured the Thun- 
der of his refiftlefs Arm upon the Foe : Re- • 
nown he foug:ht, but fought it only tt> make* 
him more worthy of the lovely Crejpda, Tru<]; 
I^ve is ever accompanied with DiiHdence and 
Fear: TroiJufy though a Prince, young, love-. 
)y, and the Obje6t of general Efteem ; yet 
pined in feeret, without daring to reveal hi& 
Paffion to her who infpired it. 

Defpair took PdflenTion cf his Soul 'at tht. 
fame Mb riient- that he^ecame*a Slave lo Love j 
he pafled whole Nights in Sighs, l>ars, and 
Complaints; his Cheeks had no longer the 
Frefhnefs of Youth, hif? Eyes loft their fpark- 
ling Luftre, .Melancholy v/as painted in his- 
Mien, and D^jeftion fat on every Feature. 

' PUndarusj the Uncle of CreJJiiLi^ and the 
i n ti ^f>ate F riend of Troihis^ having for fo m e 
time obferved, ?.nd wondered at this ftrange 
Alteration, rcfblved to make him, if po/fiblc, 
d^fclbfe the Caufe : For this Purpoie he went . 
early one Morning to his Palace, and entering 
his Apartment, without giving any previous 
Notice, found the unhappy Youth featcd on 
his Bed> his Armi folded paffionately on his 
Bfeift, his Head reclined, and all the Marks of * 
the m6ft profound Sorrow, ftrongly imprefled . 
on his Countenance. . 

Pandarui^ left in Aftoniftimcntand Gncf, 

ftood . fbme Moments- tit. a Drltance, ♦ contem- 

^ ■ -^ D 6 plating 
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plaung him without being perceived by th^ 
love-uck Prince, whofe Thoughts were fo 
intenfely fixed on the Idea of the lovely Cref- 
fida^ that he had no Eves or Ears for external 
Obieds. Oye Gods! exclaimed Pandarur 
at Jaft, what can this mean, is it the Greeks^ 
my Prince, that have reduced you to this Con* 
dition ? O Shame to Manhood ! ihall thofii' 
Enemies of our Country boaft of having over* 
thrown one of its ftrongeft Pillars ? Or has 
fome enthufiaftic Fit of Devotion fiezed thy 
Mind, and given thee up to more than Wo^ 
man's Softnefs ? Art thou mourning for feme 
Imaginary Crime, and trying to appeafe the 
offended Deities with Tears \ 

The artful Pandarus fpokeUn this Manner, 
not becaufe he doubted the Courage of Troilus^ 
of which he had given a Thouiand glorious 
Proofs, but diat by this Reproach, he might 
awake him from that Le^argy of Woe in 
which he faw him funk^ and route him to a 
more noble PaiBon. 

The Prince flowly raifing his Head, and be- 
holding his Friend, with Eyes that betrayed 
no other Emotion than Grief; Ah, laidhe» 
with a Voice almoft fmotherol with Sighs, 
'what ill Chance brought thee hither to behold 
my loft Condition ? Leave me, I conjure thee 
by the Gods, flay not to fee me die, for well 
I know my Death will give thee Pain ; and 

Jet, alas, fuch is my extream Affli£tion, that 
)eath is all the Relief I can expe£t ; but yet, 
purfued he, after a little Paufe, and raifing his 

Voiced 
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Vgice^ while a fmint Blufh difpclled for a Mo- 
ment the languid Paleness of his Cheek, Think 
not, my Pandarus^ that it is Dread of the 
Greeks, which has brought thy Friend thus low j 
ah ! 'tis a Power flronger far than theirs \ not 
the united Force of their whole Aimy could 
fink thv ^trolkis thus. My Soul^ my Soul's 
fubdued, and that's beyond their Reach. Oh, 
my P^ii/&2r»x, enquire no more ; I cannot^ dare 
not, will not tell thee more ; leave me, again 
I bid thee leave me, it is not fit the Caufe of 
my Defpair (bould be f^vealed ; no, let it reft 
in evedafting Silence^ and perifh with my- 
felf. 

Alas f faid Pandarusj exceiBvely moved, 
what is this Afflidtion that is to be concealed 
from me ? Oh, Prince, if ever there was Love 
and Truth betwixt us, da not, I befeech thee, 
do not commit fo great a Cruelty, as to hide 
your Sorrows from me; if I cannot give you 
Comfort, I wtU partake your F^ain. 1 have a 
Friend's Ri^t in your Diftrefs, deprive me 
not of it, left I fu/peA your Truth, or ima- 
gine you doubt mine. 

Ah ! faid Troilusy fighing, you have con«- 
tjuered, my Pandarus ; to you, and you on- 
ly will I difcover my Weaknefi. Love, to 
whofe Power I have been fo long a Rebel, 
hath (hot his ficrceft Fires into my Heart ; I 
burn, I rage with ardent Paflion ; I lan^ifh 
with Defire, and, oh ! Defpair confumes me. 
What have I then to do but die ? fince Ueath 
alone cah free me from my Torments 1 

Ah, 
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Ah, Prince ! faid Pandarus^ it was unkind* 
\j done to conceal fo long your PSifiion from 
your Friend; My Advice, my Affiftance 
might, perhaps, 'ere this have made you happy. 
Alas ! interrupted Troilus^ thou who haft been 
fo unfuccefsful in Love, with what Confidence 
can'll ihou undertake to make me happy? 

I have been unfortunate, 'tis true, replied 
Pandtirus \ but thofe Misfortunes have taught 
nie that Experience which you want : hence 
am I qualified to give you Counfel that may 
prevent yp\xx falling intQ the Evils I have fuf- 
fered. (Jit have I feen a blind Man walk fe-- 
curely, where one who was bleft with perfcrt 
Sight has ftumbled. Weil ddes thfe Proverb 
fay, 

A Fool full often may a wife Man guidd . 

A Whetftone is not,. indeed, an Inftiiunent^o 
cj^rve with j but. it fharpens thofe that -do. . If • 
theo yoi» think I have committed Errors, let - 
my Folly be your School j and Ifearn therein to 
avoid what I have been undone by. Every / 
^hing, my dear Prince, is beft explained by 
its contrary. The Palate that never tafted 
Bitterpefs has notfo quiche a Reliih for Sweets : • 
The Heart that never languiihed with Diftrefs, 
is blunted, to the gentle Tbrils of Pleafui^. " 
With White be Black cornpared ; with Ho#iour ^ 
Shame i each by its different Qualities fiiews ^ 
the other* 
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The Prince zppezxed wholly infenfible to 
Ais Difcourfe, not once lifting up his Eyes, or 

fiving the fmalleft Indication that he heard it. 
^andarusy whofe Refentment was awakened by 
this Negle(%9 began to (bake him by the Arm, 
as if^ he fuppofed him in a Lethargy ; Roufe, 
roufe yourfelf, for ihamc, he cried, from this 
Stupidity i nor liften like the dronifh Beafi: 
of Burden to what I fay, who, when a Harp is 
playing, hears the .Sound> but knows not thajt, 
'tis Mufic. 

Troilusy 2X this Reproach, raifing his jEiead,^ 
with a deep Sigh, andtixing a languifhiog Lopk 
upon his Friend — Peace, Peace, cried. hc» I 
am not deaf,, J have heard all thy Dircpurle;^ 
but, in the Name of the immortal Gods ! what 
are thy Proverbs to me ? hpw will they h^lp 
mei Lrcave me,. O leave me to bewail mj^ 
Fate : Thou can'ft not cute me,. Erieqd ; t 
wifh not to be cured'; leave me, and let me 
die* ^ : , . . ^ 

Why,, this is Madnefs, Prince,, faid Pan-^ 
darus (haftily) — But one Word more, tell me. 
the Name, of this powerful Beauty that has* 
cliarmed^ you; I'll haften to her.j I'Jl pleadL 
your Caufe J I'll force her to have Companion, 
oa you. 

Qh, no! interrupted 3r^/7«?J.( vehemently)' 
that.muft not be* Wilt thou thea die for a. 
Woman,, refumed Pandarus\: figh out thyi 
Soul inglorious here at home, anJ'prefs a love- 

fick 
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fick Coudi with thv languid Limbs ? Ah f ra* 
iher o^e them m Aitnour as thou waft Wont, 
rufhon the infiilting Foe, and turn your Grief 
to Fury and Revenge j fo fball your Fall be 
Vfeful to your Country : But if you fink Aus^ 
poorly under your Paffion, atid rather than 
revesi it die, your Name will be configrred to 
Infamy for ever ; your Death will be imputed 
lo youjr Fear of the Greth ; and her you love, 
in common with the reft of the World, will 
ibom and hate your Memory. 

Tmlusj touched to his inmoft Soul with this 
predicted Shame, Aarted wildly front bis Seat; 
and traverfmg the Room with great Emotiopr^ 
ftopt fuddenly^and looking fixedly on his Friend, 
Oh ! faid he with a Sigh, wnat muft I do i 

Tell me the Name of her you love, faid 
Pandaruii fay, do I know her? If fd, 1 {hidl 
fucceed the better in my Applications. 

This Queftion threw the love-fick Frincf 
into fuch Confufion, that, not being able to 
ftand, again he firnk upon his Bed 3 his Fac« 
glowed with Blufhes ; his confcious Eyes bent 
their Looks s upon the Ground i hefigffd, hs 
trembled, but continued fdent. 

Pandarus^ heedfully obferving his EdTCtbDnr, 
exclaimed in a tranfported Tone j Ah, Prince! 
I fee I aminterefted in this Fair One: by Venus 
and her fportfu) Sotn you ihall conceal her 
Nama no longer^ 

And 



Sbaktfpear Siuftratii. 65 

And will yoxx know her Naxne^ faid TroUus^ 
(trembling) Oh, my Pandarus ! the Name of 
mf (wtex, Enemy is Crifida^ thy Niece, my 
FrtcncL 

Here his Voice faltered; heftop'd, heHghMy 
while Fear, Hope, and anxious Expeftation 
it once afTailed his Heart with all their Force, 
and gave fuch Meaning to his wifbing Eyes, 
that Pandarus^ eager to relieve his Inquietudes 
flraincd him to his fireaft with an affeiStionate 
Embrace ;. Be comforted, mj Prince, cried he 
(in a Tone that exprefiod the htghdl Degr^ 
of Satisfaaion) Crejgida ihall be youfs, if I 
Ime any Power over her; you are w^rriiy oi 
her and ihe of 3rDO ;. not Helliu- hexUSi can bosA 
a brighter Form than Crefftda \ add to that, her 
blooming Youth,, her aniiaUe Modefty, the 
nuag^ed Sweetnefs and D^ity of ber Manners*^ 
m^Ssi^ Prince I ibe ihall be yovn ; I fweat by 
Heaven fhefhatl: na more complaining then »: 
banifh your Fean^ and rely upon my Will and 
Power to make you happy. 

Troiluiy ahnoflrout of himfelf with Joy at 
this unexpeSed good Fortune, hung upon his 
Neck awhile in fpeechl^fs Tranfports; then 
fuddenly exclaiming. Come now, y^ Greeks \ 
cried he» oppofc your whole united Force 
againft this Breaft; 7roUus ihall (land it all! 
his Love iliall give him double Vigour, and ye 
ihall feel it to your Coft ! Oh, Pandarus t my 
l>ife and Death are in thy Hand \ thou haft 

r^ftored 
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reftorcd me to tnyfelf ; continue ftill thy friendly 
0£5ices, and be the' Guardian God of TreiHts. 

Farewell, my Friend, faid Pandams (gettlng^ 
loofe from his Embraces) I will dcferve your 
Thanks ; aflure yourfelf I will : In the mean 
time, ftrcngihcn your Heart with Hope 5 I go 
to feek your Happincfs. 

With thefc Words he retired 5 and Troihs^ 
now animated with double Fires, called eagerly 
for his Armour, and, mounting his liorfe, 
rufhed terrible to the Field: Happy, was the 
Grf^i that fled the Thunder of his Arm that 
Day ; infpired with more than mortal Courage^ 
like a vaft Torrent, he poured refiiUe(s on the 
Foe, and bore down all before him. 

In the mean time, Pandarusy anxioufly fol- 
licitous to perform the Promifes he had made^ 
to TroihiSi went to his Niece's Hcufe; he 
found her alone in her Apartment, reading; 
and placing himfelf near her, after fome general 
Difcourfe^he obje£led to her mourning Habit and 
folitary Way of Life ; which, on Account of 
her Father's difgraceful Flight' to the Enemies 
of his Country, (he ftill continued to obferve. ' 

Why, my charming Niece! faid he 
(purfuing his Difcourfe) why do you wafte 
your Days in Lronelinefs and Woe? Your 
Beauty was not given you to be wrapt in 
Shades j nor muft your Bloom of Youth be 
loft in Soltude: Love courts you now. 
with all his Train of Pleafurcs j admit the 

fmiling 
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/biling Grod into your Bofom ; and blefs fome 
worthy Lover widi your Charms. 

Ah ! Uncle, interrupted Crejftdaj her Face 
glowing with Blufhes, from you I little ex- 
pelled to hear fuch Difcourfe j you, who ought 
rather to defend my Heart againfl: the dan- 
gerous Power of Love ; will you affift the fly 
Invader, and betray your CreJJida to Bondage ? 
Alas ! it is not for me to mix among the happy 
Youth of Troy 5 prefled down as I am by my 
Father's Difgr ace, and my too confcious feel- 
ing of it : No ; let me in Retirement conceal 
the Part I take in his Shame j Retirement, 
which, from being neceflary, is become my 
Choice: Love will not feek me here; he flies 
the Miferable^ and only dwells with Chearful- 
nefs and Peace. 

No more of . thefe melancholy Reflexions, 
faid Pandarus {VX&n^ away the Tears that fell 
from her charming Eyes) you know not how 
bountiful the Gods. have been to you. Oh, 
Niece ! they have beftowed a Blefling on you 
greater than your moft fanguine Wiihes durfl: 
a/pire at* 

. He ftoppM abruptly here ; and, thinking 
lie had faid enough to awaken the Woman's 
'Curioflty in her, affefled to talk of other 
Things ; and, fljortly after, rofe up to be gone. . 

CreJJida^ who had been pleafmgly alarmed 
by what her Uncle had faid, and was greatly 
difappdinted at his.difcontinuing the Difcourfe, 

law 
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faw him about to depatt with Uneafinefs; 
flic wifhcd ta be ddivc^d from the Perplexity 
his Hints had thrown her into, but Shame pre- 
vented her from aiking an Explanation of them. 

Pandarus ofafcrvcd her Confufion with Ptai* 
itirc } he moved on towards the Door ; ihe fol« 
lowed him with downcaft Eyes j be turned to 
bid her farewelj adieu! anfwcred ihe, with 
Hefitadony then fceming to recoliedl at that In* 
fiant what had paft. But will you go, faid &e, 
(Wuftiing, and half averting her fair Face) with- 
out telling me what good FcR^tune it is for 
which I ought this Day to thank the God&f 

Pandarusj having brought her to die R»rtt 1» 
defired, took her Hand with a Smile, and lead- 
ing her to a Chair, feated bimfeif dbfe by hejr : 
It would be cruel, my deareft Niec^, faid.he^ 
to keep you longer in Stifpence; kn()vrth(irt1roa 
.are beloved by one of the Sons of touiflCun^' 
the yoatig, the brave, thclovtly ?>w}W ; tit^et 
did any Heart flow with more jtfdent fttei dtan 
hisWe languimes, he dies foryou, tnyCnpda % 
compalBonate his jPaiiw, fewOThim with yowr 
Heart, and taftethe Sweets of mutual* £<^e.- 

Ah, mel ihterrupted CreJJtda^ and is it for a 
Lover then, that I muft thank the Gpds 1 Is 
this the glorious Fortune they have deftined for 
me ! and can you. Oh, my Uncle ! can ydu 
refolve to lead me through the dangerous Paths 
of Pleafure ? You> who ought rather to watch 
over my unguarded Steps, and fave me from the 
treacherous Baits of Love! CMi, Pallat! Guardian 

Goddeiil 
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Gk>dde& of my Youth, affift me now ! dire<^ 
mointbisdokibtfolMazoofFaieK andiave&y 
lyrctqbwl Votary ! 

Pandaru9t beholding her m this Emoti^Qn 
rofc from bis Chair : I fee, fair Niece, feid bcju 

{ou are not difpoiea to lifieji to the Pa^on arf 
'riend has for you \ your Difdain will kill him ; 
I Imow it Will ; lua Life depeods upon your 
Smiles; and fmce my Intereft wick you is (q. 
f9)aQ, ru (hare his Fate : I cannot bear the X.e-* 
pjroache^ he will with Juiltce load me, wbeiv 
Yufi finds how ineffedual my SoUicitations have 
been^^^Do you figh, cruel Maid ! faid he; 
(fori ^Uxvpft unknown toherfelf, ihe breathe^ « 
4e^-ckawn Si^) Ah, may it pleafe the Qodt ' 
tp make you fuiFer in your Turn! A&for me, 
lUice you fufpe^ I would betray your Virtue, 
yotiAaUnot feq me feon agaia; }uf»py if, by 
i#crificingmyjownLif<^ I could fave th«t of 
tb^ noble Tmlus'^ but it will not be : be loves^ 
top ardently to bea^: your Scorn without Defpe- 
ration ; but I will uaiv bis Faiten whatever it 
b^ ; aod fmc^ I camuxt fave. him. Til die %ittr 
him. 

Creffiin^ ajanned ^t this Menace of her 
Undlrs, an4athiarifii^ to leave hef haftilVf 
f^ized hi3 Arm; Sti^, Ob ftay! flie cried; 
all that is cQqfiftent with my Hofl^oir I'll do t^ 
i^ve you both: 111 fee die Prince; rU treal 
hAm mildly; TU not forbid him to ho|^;*^but 
a(k Qo. iQOiet: my Honour's ^9^ ta m^^ than 
Life; fwear your Deiigns e^Oend no farther 
i}^an whatlhav^prooiifedj andl.nan.fa^siBi^, 

Pandaruu 
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Pandarusy afluring her, with the moft fo- 
lemn Oaths, that he would not prefs her to 
any greater Compliances, perceiving her Fears 
were quieted, began to talk of indifferent Mat- 
ters ; which, CriJJiday whofe Soul was all in 
Tumult, liftened to with great Impatience; 
interrupting him, at length ; I would fain know, 
faidfhe, (with a confcious Blufh) in what Man- 
ner you firft became acquainted with Prince 
Troilus's Paffion for me ? Did he declare it to 

Jou himfelf ? Does he Icnow how to gild a 
#ove-fick Tale with foft prevailing Eloquence ? 

' Pandarus^ with a Smile of Pleafure at this 
Demand, related to her, fuccinflly, all that 
had paflcd between htm and Troilus^ and painted 
his Love and hisDefpair in Colours fo lively, 
that the half^vartquiflied Crejftda^ unwilling her 
Uncle fliould fee her" Emotions, rcfe up, and 
begging his Excufe, retired to her Clofet, to 
contemplate at leifure on what had befallen her : 
There. firft the Idea of Troilusy young, brave, 
and lovely as (he had ktn him ; tender, paf- 
fionate, and languifhing as her Uncle repre- 
fented him, rof^ to her Imaginatbn. Softened 
and prepared by her artful Uncle to receive the 
dangerous Impreffion, her Taney dwelt with z, 
Pleafure, till then unkrtown, upon the Graces 
of his Form, his royal Birth, his exalted Cou- 
rage, in a Youth fo blooming : her Vanity was 
flattered by the Preference he gave her to all the 
Tr^*/7w Beauties of the Court ; and her Com- 
paf^oh, infenfibly 'engaged by the Pains he fuf- 
ier'd for her Sake, Love firft entering her Soul 

* ' ia 
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in the Difguife of Gratitude, waked there a 
lambent Flame, whofe pleafing Warmth play'd 
gently round her Heart, and filled it with a 
new and Aveet Senfation. . ' 

While {he fat thus, wholly loft in pleafing 
Reflexions, (he heard a loud Shouting in the 
Street, that roufed her from her Reverie, and 
made her haftily run to her Window to fee 
the Occafion of it ; but what was her mingled 
Surprife and Confufion when (he beheld Prince 
Troilusj the Object of her Contemplation ! 

The young Hero having tii^t Dky performed 
the moft amazing Afts of Valour, and drlveir 
the Gr^^^j quite back to their Ships, was re- 
turning home, amidft the Acclamations of a 
numerous Croud, who made the Skies refound 
with their .loud Praifes : He wis feated on a 
bay Steed, Who, by reafon of the Wounds he 
had received in the Fight, carried him along 
witha ilovv Pace; allTichly armed he was, ex- 
cept his Head;; fo' that his lovely Face being 
cxpofed.to View, and made more lovely by 
the decent Shame which glowed in bright Ver- 
milion on his Cheek, he charmed the eager 
Gazers into a Rapture of Delight: His Hel- 
met, which hung catelefsly by a String behind, 
^as hewn in twenty Races ; his Shield was 
toierced with Spears, and many Arrows were to 
be feen flill flicking in different* Parts of it 5 
his Horfe was marked with Blbod that ftreamed 
froni fcveral Parts of his Body. 
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In this fierce Equipage he would have look'd 
like the great God of War himfelf, bad not his 
charming Face expreiled a fbfter and more 
amtabJe Divinity: Creffida drew back her 
Head the Moment flie beheU Him ; confcious 
of what paiTed in her Heart, a crimfon Blufli 
glowed in each lovely Cheejc; but though flie 
had determined in her Mind not to look on 
ba»9 a^in her Eyes involuntary fought him out; 
again (he bluflied^ alaxm'd at her own Weak- 
nefs ; agalq with an averted Look ihe tried to 
conceal the new-born fweet Anxiety from her- 
felf^ bat it was in vain: ihe could not refift 
the powerful ImpuUie that drew her Eyea t0« 
wards him \ and kq^t them fixed upon him till 
he was out of Sight. 

Thia wnexpeiied View of the young Her«j 
in all the Pomp and Pageantry of War, bear- 
ing away th^ chiefeft Honours of the Field, and 
crawned with the grateful Praifes of his de* 
livered OmiUry, compleated what her Uncle'f . 
Artifices had b^un, and ipade an entire Con- 
queft of her Heaurt : Love, with all its Train of 
gentle Wiftxes, Hopes, Fears, and fait In- 
ouietude% tookPoffeiiionof her Breaft : Awhilo 
ike refifted the fw^et Invader, and oppofed her 
R^afon to the fubtle Flame ; but fo unequal 
was the Contefl, b weak her De&nce, tck 
powerful the* Aflault, that neither hoping, nxuf 
perha^ defiring to he free, fliegave herlelf up 
a wilhng Slave to the ioit Chains of Iiove. 

J* 
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In the mean time TreihiSj full -of eager 
Anxiety to know his Fate, no fooncr arrived 
at his own Palac&than he difpatched fome of 
his Attendants to difFerentPlaces to find out 
Ptindarusy and to bring him thither. 

Pandarus immediately obeyed the Summons, 
and related, to his impatient Friend, all the 
"Convcrfation that had paffed between him 
and his Niece. He defcribed her Looks, her 
Sighs, her Blufhes, her fweet Irrefolution, and* 
thence derived fufficient Encouragement for 
the trembling Lover to write, and, in his own 
pathetic language, follicit her fiiture Favour, 

Love having diflated, to the ready Pen of 
Trfiilusy the fofteft and moft pcrfuafive Elo- 
-quence that ever won a female Heart, Pan- 
darus undertook to deliver the Letter, and 
accordingly carried it that Inftant to Cref^ 
ftda : The mounting Blood flufli'd in her 
charming Face as foon as he offered the Billet 
to her Perufal 5 then ran again in Tides tumul- 
tuous to her Heart, and left her pale, trem- 
bling, and ready to fink before him ; he took 
her Hand, he prefled it tenderly in his, he 
fwore by all the celeftial Deities, no Harm was 
meant to her Honour, and conjured her, if flie 
had not refolved the DeftruAion of the noble 
Troiius^ to read and anfwer his Letter. 

Creffida^ reaffured by her Uncle's Protefta- 

tions, took the Letter from him, and retired 

to her Chamber to read it. The moving lan- 
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^uage it contained, had fo fuddenand fo power- 
£il an EfFedt on her foft Heart, that flue was 
jcafily prevailed upon by her Uncle to write ;% 
favourable Atifwer. . 

The Correfpondence thus happily be^m, 
:the officious Pandarus never failed every Day 
•to carry Letters, Meflages, and Prefents be- 
.tween the Lovers, nor ceafed his Solicitations 

in favour of TroUus to his Niece, till he had 

won her to yield to his Defures. 

Troilus^ at once the happy Favourite of Cm- 

- fid and of Mars, was as glorious in the Field 

as fuccefsful in his Love; the Gr^^^^j trembled 

at his Name, and the Trojans in him revered a 

Second HeUor. 

CreJJida ftUl continuing her folitary way of 
Life, fikfttly ei^oyed the rraifes of her beloved 
Hero i at her Feet the paffionate Warrior ofr 
;fered all his laurels; for her he fought and 
conquered, and fought his Recompence only 
s in her Smiles. But Fortune, weary of fhowcf- 
ing Favours on thefe happy Lovers, prepared 
a fad Reverfe of Fate for them, and, when 
they leaft expeSed it, ftunned them with the 
Blow. 

The Trojans .in a general Battle with the 
GreekSy notwithftanding the godlike Valour 
of their Chiefs, received 9 dreadful Defeat ; 
the Lofs was ib great, on their Side» that the 
venerable Pri(fm found himfelf reduced to the 

Neceffity^ 
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Kfeccflity oFdefiring a iTruce and an Exchange 
ofPrifoners, 

When ChalcaSf the Father ofCreJJiday heard, 
of tliis Propofition, he prefented himfelf before 
the Council of War, and earneftly intreated 
the Princes, that they would fufFer Anterior^ 
then a Prifoner in their Camp, to be exchanged, 
for CreJJida his Daughter, whom he had left in 
Troy at his Departure. The Greek Princes 
confented to his Requeft, and thofe that were 
named Commiflioners for xht Greeks with the 
Trojans^ were ordered to- demand Crejftda in • 
exchange f6r Anterior. 

At the Arrival of the Grecian Envoys in 7r^>t, ' 
King Priam fummoned a Council to meet, be- 
fore which they appeared and gave an Accoi^nt 
of their Commiffion* 

As Toon as Crefftda was uiamed, the great 
Heart of Troilus funk witjiin him, an afhy* 
Palenefs overfpread his Face ; cbnvulfive fhi- 
verings feized every Limb, and Grief and Rage 
were painted in his Eyes. With trembling 
Impatience he waited to. hear the Opinion cf 
the Council, revolving, in his diftrafled Soul, 
what he fhoulddo in cafe they gave up Crejftda. 
Love fuggefted to him, that he ought rather 
to die than fuffer Crejftda to be ravimed from 
his Arms ; but Reafon reprefented, that it was 
fit the Charmer of his Soul fhould be confulted^ 
as to her Intentions, ere he jproc^eded to Ex- 
tremities, and then, if* fhe approved his firm 
' Defign to keep her^ be wmld defoi^her 
E 2 againft 
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agalnft die united Force of all the Powers on 
Earth.' Fain would he fave her Honour, and i^^ 

prevent her Departure j and while hisThoughts I ?P 

were in this Tumult, HeSfor^ who had well 1*^ 

weighed the Grecians Demand, turned to the l^ 

Envoys, and told them, that CreJJida was not a 
Prifoner, and therefore could not be included 
in the Treaty for Exchange of Prifoners j and 
tell your Princes, added he. We fell no Wo- 
men here. 

Scarce had he uttered thefe Words, when a 
Murmur of Diflike ran through the whole Af- 

ftmbly, which at laft broke out into a tumul- I ] 

tuous Exclamation againlt HeSfor for oppofing j { 

the Return of AnUnor on account of a Wo- I •( 

man. / ^ 

ft] 

The venerable Priamy by his Authority, / C 

put an End to the Conteft ; and, declaring that j p 

it was hi3 Will the Daughter of Calchas fhould j n 

be exchanged for Anterior^ the Aflembly broke | ti 
up fatisfied with this determination. 

TroiluSy hnpatient of the fmothered Grief and ' 

Rage that tore his inmoft Soul, haftened to his ^ 

own Palace ; with a frantic Air he flew to his ^ 

Apartment, Ihut . every Door and Window, 
and having, as much as lay in his Power, ex* 
eluded the hateful Light, he threw himfelf, with 
a deep and deadly Groan, upon his Bed j there, 
giving a Loofe to Sorrow, he paflJonately up- 
braided the cruel Gods as Authors of his Mif- 
fortunes j he curfed his Fate, the Greeks^ hin>- 
felfi and Troy : Then, in the fierceft Tranf- 
tortS:>f bis Grief, he threw his^rovcling Body 

on 
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en the Ground ; with cruel Blows he beat his 
groaning Breaft, tore his disfheveled Hair, and 
abandoned himfelf to alt the wild ExcefTes of 
the mofl confirmed Defpair. 

Thefe Agonies at length fubfiding, a Calin 
of Grief enfued ; again he fell extended on his 
Bed, and, in faft heaving Sighs and dreaming 
Tears, gave Vent tO the Anguilh of his la- 
bouring Heart. 

P<7;7<&r«/x entering his Chamber, and6nding 
him in this Condition, endeavoured, by all the 
foothing Arts he was Mafter of, to give him 
'Comfort s but Troilus was deaf to his Perfua- 
fions, and exafperated rather than foothed by 
the inefFeftual Arguments he urged j again his^ 
Grief rofe up to P renzy 5 again he uttered Im- 
precations againft the Gods, and, in the Wild- 
nefs of his Woe, devoted himfelf to Deftruc^ 
tion* 

Pandarus^ terrified at a Defpair fb vehe- 
ment, threw himfelf at his Feet, and conjured 
him to moderate his AflKdion, and take na 
Refolutions to his own Prejudice till he had 
confulted Creffidoy and heard what fhe had to 
propofe ; adding, riiat he would go immedi- , 
ately to his Niece, and take Order for theis 
private Interview. 

Troths liftened attentively to this Propofaf, 

and, a little foothed with the Hopes of feeing^ 

Crejfiday prefled Pandarus to go that Inftant 

and prepare her to receive him, promifing his 
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Confidant to commit no Violence agauifthim- 
fslf, but to acquiefce patiently in what his Mif- 
trefs Ihould ordain for him. . 

Pandarus fatisfied with this Aflurance, left 
him, and went to his Niece's Houfe. The 
Report of her being exchanged for Anterior had 
already reached her Ears. . She was reclined on 
a Couch in her Chamber, pale, motionlefs, and 
bathed in Tears. At her Uncle's Approach 
^\^ llcwly raifed her Head, a frefh StTeam of 
Tears guflied from h^r charming Eyes^and paf- 
fionate'T^ clafping her ivory Hands togetlier, 
*' Oh ! Uncle, cried {he, with a Voice ahnofl: 
drowned in thick fucceeding Sighs, to what Mi- 
fcry hath Love and you introduced me !** , 

Grref prevented her from fpeaking, more ; 
her beauteous Head, like a Lilly overcharged 
with Rain, funk again upon her Pillow, and 
a Groan, that feemed to rend her lovely 
Ffame to Pieces, fpoke her Dillrefs more elo- 
quently than the nj oft expreffive Words could 
do. 

Pandarus feating himielf near her, befought 
her, for her Lovers fake, whofe Grief had 
. almoft deprived him of Reafon, fo raoderate^ 
her Sorrow, and give him an Example of Pa- 
tience and Conflancy that might, by inciting 
him to imitate it, prevent the fatal Effefts of 
his Defpair. 

Cr^rf^, alarmed for her Lovex*s Safety, and 
: fuffenng more in his Afflidion than her own, 

fum- 
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itnnmoned up all her Courage in Order tcx 
receive him with fome Degree of Conftancy. 
On his Entrance into her Chamber flie rofe 
and met him with an eager Embrace, endea- 
vouring, by a forced Serenity in hp Afpeft, ta* 
difpcl mat Cloud of AnguHh thatfaddened eve- 

?r Feature ; but alas ! her Face, that Image of 
aradife, was pale and waflv the rofy *Bloonv 
was fled, the laughing Loves that ufed to play 
Upon each dimpled Cheek was g^t ; Tears had 
dimmed the Luftre of her ftarry^ves, and alt 
the fprightly Graces, that deckea her every 
Xook and Motion, were loft in languifljing 
Dejeftion. 

Troiluij ftepping a few Paces back, gazed 
on her for fome Moments in an empha-" 
tic Silence ; while the big Sorrow, labouring. 
for a Vent, fo totally oppreffed his vital Powers, 
that,' ftanding without Senfe or Motion, he 
looked like the fad Image of Defpair : Tears at 
one Inftant gave Relief to both. 

The Power of Speech returned, and they 
Broke into Complaints that might have pierced 
the moft favage and infenfible Hearts. A 
thoufand Schemes were planned to prevent their 
Parting, but all upon Reflexion proved inx- 
pradbicabk : The paflionate TroiluSy incapable 
of liftning to any Thing but the Dictates of 
his Love, was for leaving his King and Fa- 
ttier, his diftrefled Country, his weeping 
Friends, blafting that Glory which in fo many 
well-fought Fields he had acquired, and onlv 
E 4 fot- 



1^0 Sbakefpdr Ittuftmted. 

follicitous to prefervc his Crejftda^ ftcal witk 
her away from Troy, and give up all to Love. 

Crejfida heard this Propofal with Horror ; flie 
loved his Fame \ fhe would not fuffer him to 
facrifice it to her; fhe rcprefented to him the 
Weaknefe and Bafenefs of fuch a Refolution, 
and deeply vx>wed never toconfent to ^y thing 
that might vw)und hi& Honour. Hear, my 
Troilusy added fhe, the only Expedient^Fortmw 
has left in our Power; lufFer me to be lent, 
according to the Decree of the Council, to my 
Father ; I will carry with me a large Quantity" 
of Treafure which I will pretend was fent to 
his Care by fome of our Relations, who intend 
'to take the firft Opportunity of efcaping to 
the Grecwn Camp. Before the Truce is ex* 
pired I will urge him to let me come once mora 
to Troy^ in order to fecure the Remainder of 
our Friends Treafurej he is covetous, and 
will be eafily prevailed upon ; on the tenth 
Day from my Depaiture you may expeft me, 
and once more met, nothing but Death fhall 
feparate us. 

Troi/usj with Heart-breaking Sighs, gave a 
flow and fad AfTentto what fhe had propofedj 
but, full of racking Apprehenfions, a thoufand 
Times he begged her tp be true. And fhe, 
invoking all the celeftial Deities, the Satyrs, 
Nymphs, and Fawns, and the infernal Gods, 
imprecated Curfes on hejfelf if ever fhe received 
^ fecond Love. The Morning was now broke> 
with ^eechlefs Grief they parted. 

TrciTui 
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Troilus went home to put himfelf in a coiv- 
dition to attend his beloved Crefida to the ap- 
pointed Place, where flie was to be exchanged 
for Anterior. At his return to her Houfe he 
found Diomede one of the Grecian Chiefs, vAth 
many Attendants waiting her coming out^ 
The unhappy Lover could hardly prevent the. 
mingled Rage and Grief that took Pofei&on of 
his Soul at this Sight, from breaking into 
fome ASt of Violence againft the Man that: 
was going to rob him of all his. Soul held dear. 
But mindful of the facred Truce, and more of 
ki^ Creffida^s Honpiir, he repreffed the rifing 
Fury, nor gave the fmothered Anguifli leave 
to vent itfelf in Sighs, This piiinful Reilraint, 
laftednot long 5 the beautious Crejpda appear^ 
ed, and faluting Diomede with a languifliing^ 
Sweetnef^, (he gave her Hand to Troilus ; who 
having helped her on her Horfe. tjiey rode apart 
from the reft of the Company, and poured. 
outtheir Souls in mutual proteftations of eternal. 
Love and Fidelity. 

The Greeks^ wth Ahtemr^ appearing ia- 
i^ght^ Troilus. was <^liged to yield to the fad. 
Nisceffit)t. of. parting. Remembej:, oh! re- 
member to be true, be cried, and keep your 
appointed Day. His faultering Tongue could 
pronounce no more. An afliy Pal'enefs over- 
spread his Face ^ he turned away abruptly an4 
joined Antenor^ while DiomeJe tzg^rly flew ta 
Ac weeping Cr^^Zrfy, and conducing her to 
the Grwcian Camp, left her in thfe Embraces, of 
ier Father,. The unhappy; TroHus fmking un-- 
E 5 ' dcjfr 
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der the Weight of an unfupportablc Sorrow, 
returned to Trey unable to endure the Sight or 
Converlatlon of any of his Friends; he gave 
himfelf whollj up to Solitude and Defpair* 

. The ten Days in which fhc haS promifed 
to come back, fcemed, to his impatient Mind, 
as many tedious Ages; anxioufly he counted 
the tardy Hours, ahd wondered at their .un- 
ufual Length ; now eagerly wifhing for the 
Shades of Night, and now as impatient for 
the rifuig Dawn. , 

PandarUSj whom only he would admit to 
his Prefence, endeavoured to prevail upon him 
to bear the Abfence of his Niece with Mode- 
ration, ^nd to wait calmly for her Return ;' but 
the diftraded Lover was incapable of follow- 
ing this Advice ; his. Soul was racked between 
the contrary 'Extremes of Hope and Fear^ 
fearce were four D»ys of thd deftined Teir 
elapfed when^ wild with Impairoehce> he rode 
to the Place where (he had appointed to meet 
him ; there Hopping, he caft his wifhing Eyes 
arouiid, as if he expedied to fee her ; and be- 
ing difappointed, returned with languiihing 
Dejed^ion to his Palate, andwpre awiy the 
Night in Sighs and Teaft. • ^ 

At length the appointed Day came; wiA , 
feaf^check'd Tranfport he traced the well- 
known Path, fending his longing Eyei be^ 
fbfe tb hail the wimed Appearance of hi& 
.Cti^fidei ; ^d now the whifeertng Bufhes^ 
and fieetilig Siiadom at a XKftance^ ^wbuki 
-i " t' -i . cheat 
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cheat his Ears and 'Eyes with her Approach ;- 
then would he paflionately Yold his Arms,* 
as if already they inclofed her, and with 
an exulting Voice cry out to PandaruSj She 
cdnijes, xny Friend, fhe comes, dear, lovely, 
faithful Creffidoy oh how fhall I repay fuch- 
wonderou* Truth! But when Expeftation 
was, wearied by Delay, and no Crejffida z^^tzx^ 
ed to confirm the flattering Hope, then would 
he fink into a tender Defpondency, and chide 
her Slownefs with a Lover's Anger, which^ 
fome new afpiring Hope again removed, and' 
gave him up to eager Expectation again to be- 
followed by Difappointment and Defpair. 

The whole Day being pafl: in this continued^' 
Succefllion of Hopes and Fears, the Approach 
of Night brought with it a fad Addition to his 
Grief J for having no longer any Probabiliry of 
feeing his beloved Crejjida^ he refigncd himfelf 
Up to the moft cruel Apprehenfions ; ah ! with- 
out doubt fhe is falfe, he cried, the wretched - 
Troi /us is no more her Care ! what have I to 
do but die, my Pandarus^ finco Creffida has 
forfaken me I 

Pandarus^ tho* greatly (urpriaied at his Niece's 
Breach of Promife, and perhaps fufpeding the" 
worft, yet anxious to remove from the unhap- 
pfy Youth that Load of Angtiifh that feemcd- 
ready to overwhelm him, invented a hundred 
ExCufes for her Delay ; which he who dread- 
ed nothing fo much as a Confirmation of her 
Falfhood, eagerly grafped at, and, in Com- 
pliance with the preflinglnftancesof his Friend^ 
E 6- returned- 
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returned to the City. After a Night of aga- 
nizing Woe, no fooner did the Morning dawn 
than he arofe, and flew again to the appointed 
Place, hoping, and anxioufly wifhing, he had 
miftaken the Day on which his CrejKda had 

Eromifcd to meet him ; for many fiicceflive 
)ays did he continue this Praftice, living all 
the while in fuch a Whirl of contraiy Paflions, 
as drove him almoft to Frenzy. 

In the meai>tim« CreJpJa^ whofe Violence, 
of Grief had long ago fubfided, and left only 
a gentle Senfibility in her Soul, that but dii- 
pofed it for new Impreffions, having found 
fome Difficulty in profecuting her Defign of 
returning to Troy on the appointed Day, re- 
folved to lay afide all Thoughts of fuch a dan-^ 
ger^us Entcrprife, and began to liften favour- 
ably to the Vows of Diomede :.. Thfs young; 
Warrior, whofe Heart the Sight of her in Trcj 
had enflamcd, made Ufe of all the pleafing 
Arts witl> which the God of Love infpires his 
Votaries, to engage her to return his PaiEoin. 

Qreffida atfirft would melt into Tears, mur- 
mur the Name of Troy with a Sigh, and faintly- 
own fhe had a Lover there who claimed a Right 
to her AfFedion.. But the gall^mt Son oiTydteus, 
was notfo repijfed \ well did he know the 
changing Sex, and how weak an Gbftacle an 
abfent Lover was ; to thofe faint Remembran-. 
ces heoppofed his Royal Birth, his Fame ia 
Arms, his never-dying Paffion, flattering her 
Ambition with the Hopes of making her his 
Queen, and her Yanity with an AjTurance that 
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ibeonlf could have fubdued his Heart. He re* 
prefented to her the certain Deftruftion that 
bung over Troy^ and the little Probability 
Ifiere was of her being happy with a Lover of 
that devoted City. 

The ungrateful Crejftdhj infRienced by thefQ 
i^lfifh Motives, forgot, or did: not regard, her 
Vows of everlafting Faith to' TrotluSy and 
charmed with the Penon, Valour, and exalted 
Dignity of her new Adorer, yielded, at length,. 
tx> his Sollicitations J nor was the infulting 
Greek fatisfied with thus triumphing in fecret 
over his unhappy Rival : A rich Jewel which 
Troi/us had given to CreJjfUa at parting, and 
the abandoned Fair had now bellowed on Z)/V- 
mede,, be wor,e upon, his Armour in the Battle,, 
as a Trophv of his Viftoiy, and the Trojan 
Prince's Dilgrace, 

TroiluSy ftill pining with Defire, and forfaken 
as he was by CreJJtda^ yet not capable of think- 
ing her falfe, nouriflied the fatal Flame that- 
preyed upon his Heart, with vain delufive 
Hopes of her return 5 wliich though every fuc- 
ceeding Day proved^ to be ill-grounded, vet. 
fond of the deceit he ftill hoped on, and, like 
a <lrowning Wretch, grafped eagerly at every 
faint Relief, to avoid that Death which was, 
jftotwithftanding, inevitable. 

Leaning anxioufly one Day over the WaJIs 
of the Gity, from whence he fent many a^ 
tenging Look towards the Grecian Camp, and 
breathed Heart-breaking Sighs at the Remem- 

blrancc 
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brance of his Crefftda^ he faw a Coat of Mall 
Carried in Triumph beforfc his Brother Dei-^ 
phohas^ as he was returning from the Field of 
Battle. 

This Sight would have had but little EfFeft on 
the Heart of the now inglbrious Youth, funk as 
he was in the fbft Lethargy of Love, confum- 
i*ig away with fruitlcfs Wiflies, and languifli- 
ing with difappointed Hope, but a Jewel that 
blazed upon its Sleeve was no fooner obfen'cd 
than it claimed all his Attention ; the Shape 
and Size, recalling to his Mind the Pledge he 

f;ave his CreJJida at parting. With trembling 
mpatience, he fixed his eager Eyes upon it, 
his Heart took the alarm and beat as if it would' 
have left his Breaftj cold Damps bedewed his 
fhivering Limbs, a mortal Palenefs overipread- 
his Face; yet ftill infatiate of the Sight, he 
gazed and trembling prayed it might not be 
what )ie feared ; at length a near Approach 
put it paft a doubt that it was the fame Jewel,, 
that, wet with his Tears, and hallowed by 
a thouland tender Invocations he had given his 
Creffida at the fad Moment of their partings 
thunderftruck at thisConviftion of her Falfhood, 
wildly he raifed his hageard Eyes to Heaven, 
then ftriking with his Hands his groaning 
Breaft, " Oh! CreJJida^ he cried, whercj^ 
where is now thy Faith ?'* 

Fixed, for awhile, he flood in filent fad De«- 
fpair 5 then fuddenly, looking up he demanded of 
feme of the Soldiers, whofe Armour that was , 
which his Brother D^iphohs h?id y^on i they 

replied 
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replied, it was Diomedes. Grief giving way ta" 
Fury at tKe Sound of that detefted Name, he 
ran tranfported with a Defire of Vengeance to 
his Palace ; there, arming himfelf with a tu^ 
multuous Hafte, he rufhed into the Field, 
and, with loud Cries, called upon Diomedey 
feeking his Rival amidft the thickeft ranks of 
his Foes, madly he raged about the hoftile 
Field, provoking Death, and facrificing whole 
Hecatombs of flaughtered Greeks to his Re- 
venge; Rage and Defpair rekindling all his 
martial Heat, fent him each Day with more 
than mortal Courage to the Fight. 

Pale Greece with horror beheld the matchlefs 
Chief thinning their Ranks, and driving whole 
Squadrons before his conquering Sword, but 
Diomede the partial Gods denied to his Re* 
venge. Rivals alike in Glory as in Love,, 
they often met, oft fought, but neither van- 

?uiflied. The Son of Widens was referved by 
ate to meet a more ignoble End at Home, 
and Troilus could only fall by the refiftlefs 
Force of Achilles. 
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F A B L E 

.OF 

Troilus and Creffida. 



J^ReJJida., the Daughter of Calchas, a Trojan 
^ of DiftinSion, who had fled to the Grecian 
Camp, is in Love with, and beloved by 7r^/- 
lus^ one of the Sons of Priam King of 7r^. 
Pandarus^ her Uncle, foUicits her in behalf of 
Troilusy and gives her up to his Enioj aces. 

"The Greeh having taken Antenor Prifoner, 
a Trojan Nobkman of great Merit, Calchat 
petitions them to exchange him for Creffida 
his Daughter, whpm he had left behind him m 
Troy* His Requeft is granted, the Lovers are 
obliged to part, and Diomede^ when the Ex- 
change is made, conduces Creffida^ with whom 
he falls paffioiiately in Love, to the Greci^iH 
Camp. 
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HeSlor fends a Challenge to the Greeksy frt^ 
viting the moft valiant amon^ them to a fingle 
Combat J Jjax accepts it^ they fight, and when? 
.parted by the Heralds, He^or declares that 
Jjax is nearly related to himy being Son to 
his Aunt. 

This produces mutual Civilities on the Part 
of each Champion ; Jjax invites He£for to the 
Camp, in which Requeft he is joined by Jga-^ 
mentnon and Jchilles j He^9r conknts ; the Tro- 
jan Princes, who had attended him to the Field,, 
follow him to the Gencral*s Tent ; but Trfl/- 
iuSj eager to fee his beloved Creffida, takes 
Advanta|p of this Opportunity to mtrtztU/yf- 
fes Would condu(£l him to Calchaa^s Tent. 

Vlyffes informs him that Diomedi is in C/Ove 
^th Creffida^ and that he fups there that 
•Night ; Troilus thereupon ftands concealed to 
obferve their Behaviour j CreJJida^ after co* 
quetting a little widi Diomedcy makes ^ 
Affignation with him, and he demanding » 
Pledge, (he gives him a Sleeve which flie had 
received from Troilus ; but refufing to tell hint 
to whom it belonged, he declares he will wear 
it on his Helmet the next Day in Battle, that 
he may fecrifice thcPerfon who claims it ta 
his Revenge. 

As foon as he is gone, CreJJida^ in a Soli*^ 
loquy, profeflcs that fhe no longer loves Tr^?/- 
/w, and that DUmede is- Mafter of her Heart ; 
Troilusj in: a. Tranfport of Grief and Rage,, 
txclaims againft her Inconftancy, vows to take 

ampl& 
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ample Vengeance on his Rival, and the next 
Day in Battle, performs fuch wonderful Ads- 
of V alour, that the Grecians are almoft put to 
flight 

Achilles having abfented. himfclf from the 
Field, in compliance with the Commands of 
Polyxena^ Priam\ Daughter, with whom he 
is in Love, and carries on a fecret Correfpoa- 
dence,^ He^or^ who had been warnM in vain 
to defift from fighting that Day, rages uncon- 
trouled through die Field ; at length> haviii^ 
killed Pi7(r«:if J, AchiUesy to revenge the Death 
of* fais Friend, arms and rufhes into the Battle, 

He^or obfcrving a Greek in Golden Annour,^ 
iights with him and wins it, and fatisfied with 
the Exploits of the Day, is bednning todifarox 
himfelf when Achilles^ , at the Head of his Myr- 
niidons, appealrs. , 

He6lor in vain pleads that he is unarmed,, 
and taken at a Disadvantage ; Achilfet com* 
mands his Myrmidons to furround and flay ^ 
him ; that done he ties his Body to his Horfe's 
Tail^and drags it through the Grecian Army,. 

TroiJus brings the News> of HeSlor^s Death 
to the Trojansy and leads tibem back to Troy^ 
while the Grecian Army, fatisfied with the^ 
Death of HeSfor^ found a Retreat, and fufFer 
their Enemy quietly to re-enter their City. 

The Story of this Play is partly taken from 
Chaucer^s Poem of Troilus and CreJJida^ and 

partly 
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partly from an old Story Book, called 7i&^ thru 
Dijiru^ions of Troy. 

The firft furnifhed Shakefpear with the Love 
Plot, and the fecond with all the Incidents that 
relate to the War. 

This Play has been fevercly cenfured on ac- 
coiUit of the Faults of its Plot (if that xzn be 
called a Plot which is only a Succeffion of In- 
cidents, without Order, Connexion, or any 
Dependance upon each other) as weU as the 
Inequality of the Manners the Poet has given 
to his Peribns. 

The Loves of2rw&x and Cr5^(& are, inajl 
the Circumftances, exaSly copied from CbaU' 
cer ; but thefe .Circumftances are intirely de- 
tached from the reft of the Play, and produce 
no Event worthy cmr Attention.. 



i 



Troilus and Crefflda give Name to the Tra- 
gedy, and, byConfequence, are the moft con^ 
iderable Perfons in it i yet Troilus is left alive, 
^ and Crefftda^ too fcandalous a Charader to 
draw our Pit)'", does not fatisfy that Deteftii- 
tion her Crimes raife in us by her Death, but 
cfcaping Punifliment, leaves the Play without 
a Moral, and abfolutely deficient in poetical 
Juftice. 

The Manners of thefe two Perfons, how- 
ever, ought to efcape the general Charge of 
Inequality. 

Troiius 
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TroHtay who is drawn cxadlly after Chaucer 9 
is every where confiftent with his Character 
of a brave Soldier, and a paffionate and faith- 
ful Lover. 

From CreJJida^s firft and fecond Appearance 
we may eafily guefs what her future Conduit 
will be; the deep Art with which fhe con- 
ceals her Paflion ior Troilus^ her Ibofe Con- 
vcrfation with her Uncle, her free Coquettry 
with the Prince, and her eafy yielding to his 
Addrefles, prepare us for her Falfhood in the 
fucceeding Part of the Play, and all together 
make up the CharaiSter of a compleat Jilt : 
Her not beii^ puniflied is indeed an unpardon- 
a'ble Fault, and brings the greateft Imputation 
imaginable upon ShakefpeaPs Judgment, who 
could introduce fo vicious a Perfon in a Tra- 
gedy, and leave her without the due Reward 
of her Cruncs* 

The Charafter of Creffida is much more 
confiftent in Shakefpear than Chaucer 5 the lat-, 
tcr reprefents her wife, humble, and modeft, 
nicely fenfible of Fame, fond of her Country^ 
not eafily fufceptible of Love, hard to be won, 
and rather betrayed than yielding to the De- 
fires of her Loven 

With all thefe amiable Qualities to engage 
our Efteem and thofe alleviating CircumUan- 
ces that attended her Fall with Troilus^ we 
cannot^ without Surprize, fee her fo foon 
dianging her Love, violating her Vows, and 

bafely 
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bafely proftituring her Honour to Diomede. 
The inequality of Manners here is very ob- 
iisyable ; but Shakefpear in drawing her Cha- 
rJkler has avoided falling into the feme Fault 
by copying Chaucer too clofely, and Crejfida^ 
throughout the Play, is always equal and con- 
fiftent with herfelf. 

That the old Story Book, called The three 
DeJiruSiions of Troy, furniflied Shakefpear 
with the other Part of the Plot, is plain from 
feveral of the Incidents being exadly copied 
ftom thence : Thus he makes Achilles to be in 
Love with Polyxena the Daughter of Priamj 
and this PaiBon to be the Caufe of his refiifing 
to fight againft the Trojans j and HeSlor to be 
cowanily killed by jfchllleSy as he was intenf 
on fpoiKng a Greek of his Golden Armour, 
which he had eagerly fought after in the Battle. 

This Circumftance, however, ShakeJ^ear 
has altered greatly for the worfe: The Story 
fays, that HeSfor having flain Patroclus znA 
performed many wonderful Afts of Valour, 
fatisfied with the Slaughters of the Day, was 
going to quit the Field, when happening to 
fee a Greek with a compleat Suit of Golden 
Armour on, his Avaricewas awakened and he 
refolved not to quit the Battle till he had 
gained this rich Prize; accordingly he aflault- 
cd the Greeks took him Prifoner, and to lead 
him more eafilv out of the Throng, caft his 
Shield behind mm« 

Achilks^ 
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Achilles^ ^ whom the Death oi Patroclus had 
l>rought into the Field, burning with a Defire 
of Revenge on HeiQor^ haftened to ieize him 
at this Difadvantage, and gav€ him a Blow^ 
with his Spear which killed him. 

Shakefpear mdkts HeSfor, in the 4ame Man- 
ner, eager to win this Suit of Armour ; but 
after-he has flain the Gre£k who owned it, he 
difarms himfelf in the Field of Battle, and 
AchiUes and his Myrmidons coming tip, they 
all furround him, fall upon him and kill him. 

Thus has Shakefpear made Achilles ^a. greater 
Coward than the old Story Writer j for in the 
.latter he only takes Advantage of his Enemy's 
Shield being thrown behind him to give him a 
Wound J but Shakefpear makes him employ all 
his Myrmidons ^o kill one Man, and he dif- 
armed and calling for Mercy, 

The Abfurdity of He^or's unarming him-r 
felf in the Field of Battle, with all his Foes 
about him, in order to facilitate this wonderful 
Enterprize, is too grofs to need any Remark, 

HeSfdr^s challenging any of the iSrectan 
Princes to fmgle Combat, in Honour of their 
Ladies Beauty, is a Circumftance borrowed 
from the Story Book, but furely very injudi- 
cioufly. The following Meflage from the De- 
fender oiTroy^ a City aimoft ruined by a War 
of nine Years Continuance, can hardly be 
read without a Smil<:. 

We 
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We have, great Agamemnon^ here in Troj 
A Prince call'd Hei^or (Priam is his Father) 
Who in this dull and long-continued Truce 
Is ruily grown ; he bade me take a Trumpet, 
And to this Purpofe fpeak : Kings, Princes j 

Lords, 
If there be one amongft the faireft oiGreece^ 
That holds his Honour higher than his Eafe, 
That feeks his Praife more than he fears his 

Peril, 
That knows his Valour and knows not his Fear, 
That loves his Miftrefs more than in Confeffion, 
(With truant Vows to her own Lips, he loves) 
And dare avow her Beauty and her Worth, 
In other Arms than hers ; To him this Chal- 
lenge. 
HeSiory iii view of Trojans and of Greeks 
Shall make it good (or do his beft to do it) 
He hath a Lady, wifer, fairer, truer. 
Than ever Greek did compafs in his Arms, 
And will to-morrow with his Trumpet call, 
Midway between your -Tents and Walls of 

Troy^ • 

To rouze a Grecian that Is true in Love. 
If any come, HeSlor will honour him : 
If none, he'll fay in Troy^ when he retires 
The Grecian Dames are Sun-burnt, and not 

worth 
The Splinter of a Lance, — even fo much. * 

/Eneas begins with telling; the Gr£cian Princes 
that, in Troyy they have a Prince called Helfor^ 
and that Priam is his Father, as if the Name 
and Quality of this redoubted Hero, the Bul- 
wark 
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W^^ of the Trcja^s and the Terror of the Gre- 
cians^ could be unknown to them. 

fihakefpear^'mliaisVd^gc^ contradicSb him- 
felf as well as Common-fenfe ; for we find 
afterwacds, that they acknowledged the Valour 
of HeSior to be fb great that none but Achilles 
was thought an jequal Match for lum, and 
Ajax was ui:|;«d to accept the Challenge, in 
iorder to raife the jfeaipufy of the difcon- 
tented AdfiJJeu 

Mneas alfo tells them, that their Champion 
is. grown rufty during tbexiuil and long conti- 
nued Truce; yet> in the foregoing Scene, the 
'Trofun Heroes ace repuefeinted returning from 
ibeB^ie) and, after that, we And no mention 
x)f a TjniQe, xx any Interval allowed to make 
it be fuppofed there had .been one : How then 
comes it that Mneas here fpeaks of a Truce? 
rBut thfife JKunders are very frequent in Sbah^ 
/pear. 

The Poet likewife, following the old Story 
r Writer, makes He£l&r and jijax Coufm-Gcr- 
iti ans j but in the Play, Ajax^ as it would Teem, 
knows nothing of the Matter till he is told of 
k, iicfl by Mneas^ 4iad afterwards by He£lor\ 
r and then, when theCombat is endedj the two 
, Heroes JEmbrace, and ''tis nothing but Gpufiii 
and Coclin, at Qvery Word* 

ThenStopy 4:cll$..us, mhat Achiffes h^d. a long 
ing^ Bdipe to iQ^He&gr .unarafied ; Shukt^eer 
-Vol. PL -F imakei 
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makes ufe ofthrs Thought, AchilUs (zy%^'xtL fti 
the Play, to his Friend, \ i 

. ,-^- I have a Woman's Longing, lii 

An Appetite that I am Hck withal, ' i tj 

To fee great Hector vx the Weeds pf Peace. 1 ( 

The Converfation of thefc^two: Heroes, when ' 
.they meet, which confifts of mutual Thrcat- 
-nings, doubtkfs gave ^aktfpear ^^ Hint for 
4hat charafteriftic.Difcourfe they holdtogether 
jn the Play, 

Tho' Shakejpear confulted this "Book for Part 
cof his Plot, yet, in drawing the Charaflers of 
his Grecian rrinces, I cannot help thinking 
Jie had Homer in his Eye ; and probably faw 
rfome old Tranflation of that Poet, for there 
d^as one in his Time. 

AihilleSy indeed, is a Charafter of his own 
Invention, ridiculous and inconft^nt to the laft 
^Degree, Brave, and a Coward; a Fool, yet a 
>deep and accurate Rcafoner: But, in the others, 
he. feems to hive ^endeavoured at an Imitation 
,oi Homer • 

Thus he mdses Diomede bold and enterprn- 
ing; Ui^j wife and artful; AT^/^^r .narrative, 
and ever ready to expatiate on his paft £;cploitSL; 
Therjitis cowardly, fatyrical, witty, and ma- 
licious : In the Interview between the Greek 
,and Trojan Princes, he makes them all fpeak 
with great Propriety, and fuitable tp.th^r rc- 
ipeftive Chara&ers. H^^or^ indeed^ by men- 
tioning 
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tioning Hekrtj ludicroufly to the injured Mene^ 
lausy who had given him a free and foldier-like 
Greeting, diicovers, in that Inftance, neither 
die Manners of a Prince or Warrior; but 
this is only a Slip; for his Difcourfe, both be- 
fore and after it, is quite agreeable to his Cha- 
racter. 

The Silence of Trotlus in this Scene is beau- 
tifully imagined. The Poet makes this paf- 
fionate Prmce attend He^or to the Grecian 
Tents, whither he is invited only with a Delign 
of feeing his beloved Crejfida\ but his Refent- 
ment towards the Enemies 'of his Country be- 
ing heightened by the Confideration of^eir 
having deprived him of his Miftrefe, he is 
incapable of mixing in the Converfation, or 
^ven of returning the Civilities of the Grecian 
Princes ; he ftands at a Diftance, penfive, fi- 
lent, wholly abforb'd in melanchoUy Kefleftio;is. 
The Grief of this young Lover is finely mark- 
-ed by Agamemnon^ in that Aort Queftion to 
Ufyjfes^ pointing him out. 

What Trojan is that fame that looks fo heavy ? 

Hewcver ridiculous, incoiififtent, and con- 
^ary^to general Opinion, Shahfpear has drawn 
-the Charafter of -^rA///?j in this Play; yet, in 
the followingLines he muft have had Horner \n 
his View. 1 he Grecian Army is almoft rout- 
ed by the Trojans y the Commanders in the ut- 
dnoft Confternation, when UlyJJes enters, and 
thus reaffures them : 

F 2 Oh 



too Sbakefpear lllujirated^ 

Oh Courage, Courage, Princes ! great jtlchiRa 
Is arming, weeping, curfing, vowing Ven- 
geance ! 
Patrodus* Wounds have rous*d his droufy Blod4 

Here Achilles is made of fo much Impott- 
ance to the Grecians^ that, vanquilhed as they 
were, and flying from the Field, they no (ooner 
Jieard that Achilles is arming, and coming to 
Join them, than their Courage is reanimaited ; 
they renew the Fig^t, and Viiftory declares for 
them. Only Homer could have ferniflied Sbake- 
fpear with this Thought, nor with an Idiea of 
Achilles'^ Grief for the Death of Pamckts^ 
which in two Lines he has fo padieticaihr de- 
fcribed. The old Story which, in many Pkees 
he has faithfully copied, is abfolutejy iUent 
here* 

The Speech of Calchas to the Grecian Prin- 
ces, demanding their Trojan Prifener Antendr 
to be exchanged for his £>aue:hter, CreJJida^ 
is almofl: literally taken from Chaucer. 

The Charafter of Pandarus^ alfo, is bor- 
rowed from him, but much heightened by 
Shakefpear: Part of the ConverfatiDn he- 
tween Pandarus and his Niece is copied exadlj 
from Chaucer M 
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J^ingSiciardthQ Second. 

THE Aftion of this Play begins with 
^oUnghroke^^ appealing the Duke of 
Norfolk on an Accufetion of High 
Treafon : The King, after having in vain at- 
ten>ptecl to reconcile them, permits them, ac- 
cording to the Cuftom of that Time, to de- 
cide the Conteft with their Swords. 

On the Day appointed, the King and his- 
Nobles being leated in the Lifts, the two 
Champions appear in Armour, and the King, 
fuddenly throwing down his Warder, forbids 
the Combat, and~ pronounces a Sentence of 
Banifhment on both ; bat with this Difference, 
that .Bfl//«^^roitf fhould remain in Exile during 
ten Years, four of which he afterwards remits, 
at the Interceffion of his Father John of Gaunt ; 
F 3 but 
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but the Duke oi Norfolk he commands, mK 
Pain of Death, never to return. 

J^bn of Gaunt dying foon after, th^ King 
ftizes his Plate, Money and Lands, to furnlfh 
Neceffaries for the Irijh War, in which he was 
then engaged; and, fetting fail for Ireland^ 
leaves his Kingdom in great Confufion. The 
King's injurious Treatment of the baniihed 
Bhlingbroke^ by: thus depriving him of his legal 
Fofleffions, draws great Numbers to that Noble- 
man's Party, who being affifted likewife by a 
foreign Force, lands in ISnglandy and there de- 
claring, that his only Motives for returning to 
his native Country in Arms, were to get his 
undeferved Banifhment repealed ; to require the 
Reftitution of thofe Goods of which he had 
been unjuftly deprived, and to claim die Duke- 
dom oi Lancafier^, defcended to him by the 
Death of his Father j he is joined by all the 
difafFefted Nobility. 

The Duke of l^^r^ his Uncle,, and Guardian 
of the Realm in the King's Abfence, having 
* no Forces to oppofe him, and confcioiis of the 
Wrongs he had fufFered, remains neuter. 

The King returns,., and" falling into the 
Hands of Bolihghroke^ is carried to LondaHy 
prevailed upon to refign his Crown, and afterr 
wards confined in Pomfret Caftle. 

The Duke of jfumarkj Son to the Duke. of 
T^; if, the Abbot of Wejimnjier^ the Bifhop of 
Carlifley and fome other Lords, join in a Con- 

fpiracy 
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f^itSiCf to murder the new King at Oxford. 
The Duke of Tork difcovers it, by means of a 
Paper he had*fnatched from his Son; and,.. 
Rattening to the King, reveals the Plot, and 
demands Juftice on his Son; but JumarUh?^ 
been before him and fccured his Pardon, 

Bolinghroke^ alarmed at this Confpiraey, drops 
iome Words, which exprefs a Wiih that 
fome one would difpatch King Richard ; this- 
being obferved by Extoni he goes to Pomfret 
Gaftle, kills the unhappy King, and brings his 
Body to Bolifigbroke \ - which puts an End ta 
the Play. 

Tho* this Play is called. The Lip and DeatK 
6^ Richard tht Second, yet the Aftion of it 
takes in but little moF^ thfti>tbe two laft Year» 
of his Reigi'i. • • 

Sbaiefpear feems to hsiv^ conMted Holing^ 
J^ed daieAy for the Fails on which it is built,^ 
and has followed hirn^ pretty clofely. The 
S{)eech of the Biihop of Carltjle^ in the fourtlt 
A£t, is apparendy copied from Holing/bed^ . ^ 

Shakefpear introduces the Duke of Tork j ^a*- 
Wringing from King Richard a Refignation or 
his Crown to Bolingtroke, who declaring that 
he will afcend the Regal Throne, . Ci^r/^ 
replies, 

Carlisle. 
Marry, Heaven forbid ! 
Worft in this Royal Prcfence may I fpeak,; 

F 4 Yet 
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Yet bcft bereeming mt to fpeak the Truth t 
Would God that any in this noble Pl^efencc 
Were enough noble to be upright Judge 
Of noble Richard \ then true Noblenefe would 
Learn him Forbearance from fo foul a Wrong. 
What Subjefl can give Sentence on his King ? 
And who fits here that is aot RUharff% Sub- 

jea? 
Thieves are not Judg'd but they are by to hearj^ 
Altho' apparent Guilt be feen in them j 
And fliall the Figure of God*s Majcfty, 
His Captain, Steward, Deputy eled. 
Anointed, crown'd, and planted many Years^ 
Be judg'd by fubjeft and inferior Breathy 
And he himfelf notprefent ? Oh forbid it \ 
That in a Ghriftian Climate, SouJs r^fin'd. 
Should ihewfo heinous, black, obicene aDeed# 
I fpeak to Subjeds, and a Subied %eak^ 
StirrM up by HeaiF*ji, thus boldly for hkKing; 
My Lord of Heref9rd here, whom you c2i 

Eing^ 
Is a foul Traitor to proud Hereford's King. 
And if you crown him^ let me prophefy. 
The Blood of Efiglijh fhall manure the Groundy 
And future Ages groan for this foul Ad; 
Peace fhall go fleep with Turks and Infidels, 
And in this Seat of Pbace, tiimukttou« Wars 
SkaU Kin with Kin and Kind* Wid^ Kind coil^ 

found. 
Diforder, Horr6r, Fear, and Mutiny 
Shall her^ inhabit, and this Land be call^ 
The Field oi Golgotha j and dead Men's Sculls, 
ph ! if you rear this Hotrfb a^inft this Houfe, 
It will the wofulleft DivHion prove 
That ever fill upon this curfedr Earth. 

Prevent, 
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Prevent, refift it, let knot be fo. 

Left Children's Children cry againft you, Woer 

Thus it ftanda in Holingjhed^ Page '512. 
♦* On Wednefday following Requeft was made 
by the Comnions^That fith King Richard had 
jtefigned, and was lawfully depofed from his^ 
Royal Dignity, he might have Judgment de^ 
creed aeainft him, fo as the Realm were not 
troubled by him ;. and that the Caufes of his 
deppfing might be publifhed through the Realm 
for fatisfying the Pec^le : Which Demand was 
granted. 

Whereupon the Bjihpp of Carli/le^ a Man 
60th learned, wife, and ftout of Stomach, 
boldly fliewed forth his Opinion concerning, 
that Demand, affirming that there was none 
amongft them worthy or meet to ^ive Judg- 
ment upon fo worthy a Prince as King Richard 
was ; whom they had taken for their Sovereign 
and Liege Lord, for the Space of two and 
twenty Years and more ; and I affure you, faid 
he, there is not fo rank a Traitor, nor fo er- 
rant a Thief, nor yet fo cruel a Murderer ap-' 
prehended or detained in Prifon for his Offence,^ 
but he fhaJl be brought before the Juftice, to 
hear his Judgment; and wil ye proceed to the 
Judgrtient of an anointed King, heariig neither 
his Anfwer nor Excufe? I fay that the Duke 
of Lancaftery whom ye call King, hath more 
trefpaffed to Kmg Richard and his Realm, 
than Kihg Richard hath done either tp him or 
us 5 for it is manifeft and well known, that 
|be Duke was banifhed the R^alm by King 
^- F S Richard 
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JR/Vi&<rr^/and bis Council, and by the Judgment 
gf his own Father, for the Space often YearS|i 
for what Caufe ye know j and yet, without 
Licence of King Richard^ he is returned again 
Mito the Realm ; and, yrhat is worfe,. hath 
taken upon him the Name, Title,, and Pre- 
hcminence of King; and therefore, I fey, 
that you have done manifeft. Wrong to proceed 
in any Thing againft Kijng Richard without 
calling him openly to his Anfwer and Defence." 

^* As foon as the Bifbop had ended this Tale, 
he was attached by the Earl Marfbal and com- 
mitted to Ward in the Abbey oi Saint Albans'^ 

It has been obferved, that ShaHfpeary in his 
Hiftorical Plays, was a clofe Copier of the 
Hiftories from whence he took them ; yet, in 
Richard the Second, there are fome Deviations 
and fome Omiffions that throw different Lights 
on the Charaders of his Perfons, and tend 
greatly tomiilead our JudgmentsindieOpiniioas 
we Form of them.> ' 

. The Murder of the Duke of Gloucejter^ 
Uncle to the King, is one of the Crimes that 
Bolinghroke charges , on the Duke oi Norfolk i 
the King, in many Paffages^of the Play,\is faid 
to have.commanded it: TheoldDukeofi^w- 
cajler upbraids him with having flied the Blood 
^f the great Edward^ and Richard's Silence to 
that Accufation is not only a tacit Confeffion of 
the Guilt, but a Proof that he had nothing to 
©ffer in Vindicatipn of it* 

la 
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In the Hiftory it is not abfolutely clear that- 
King Richard had any part in the Death of 
his Under hut 'tis certain that the Duke of 
Gloucefter was engaged in feveral Confpiracies ^ 
againft him, and that the King having difco- 
vered a dangerous One, in whkh not only his-' 
Crown and Dignity but his Life wiis aimed at, • 
he found himfclf under a NecefRty of feizing 
his diiloyal Uncle ; which he did by a well con- • 
trived Stratagem at his own Caftle, and fent 
him to Calais \ where he confefled all his Trea- - 
fof^, and was afTafiinated, as fame Report, by 
Richard* s Order*^ 

Shakefpear^s Silence,', upon this* Head, ia 
very imfavourable to the Character of Richardy 
on whom, by that Means, he draws the Im-^ 
putation of a Murderer and Paracide ; and ye?, • 
in his Misfortunes, he propofes him as an Ob- 
jeft of Compaffion, and makes Ufe of all his 
puthetic Powers to melt tie Souls? of the Audi- 
ence in hi5 Favour, 

The Hiftorians fay that BoUnghrokey-- wheiv' 
in Baniihment, was invited by the chief No- 
bility in England to return and force the Crown • 
ftom iRttAtfrrfy whom they judged unworthy to 
Raign^ 

Shakefpcar takes no Notice of this Circam- 

jRnhce, but makes Bolingbroke^ on his Arrival,, 

deqlare that he only came to demand a Reftitu- * 

tion of the Honours and Eftatcs he had been 

vF 6 wnjuftly 
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unjuftly deprived of; and the Lords join him 
upoft this Suppofition. 

In theHiftory v;e afc told, that King Richard^ 
finding himfelf abandoned by many of his 
Friends, his ff^eljh Army, on whom he had tht 
greateil Confidence, diiperfed^ and BolirtgiroJte 
abfolute Mafter of his People's Hearts, retired 
to Coftway CaMc^ which he determined to hold 
as long as it was poffible; thither the Earl of 
Northumberland came from B^Sngbrdh with 
Offers of SubmiiSon, on his Part, provided th« 
King would pardon what was paft, repeal hi* 
Banifhment, and reftore him to all his Righu 
and Dignities. 



•o 



King Richardy being perfiiaded to accept of 
thefe Condition?, and to go to Rutland to coih^ 
fer with Belinghroke^ falls inta an Ambufii pre- 
pared for him, and is led Prifoner to London, 

Shakefpcar drops the Gircumftance of the 
Ambufh laid for the King, and reprefent* 
Bolingbroke confering in a fubmiflive Manner 
with him at Flint Caftlc ; and the King, upon 
his Coufin's folemn Affurance of attempting 
nothing againft his Crown and Dignity, WrU 
liiigly accompanies him to London^ where, at 
a meeting of the Parliament, he is depofed and 
the Crown offered to Bolingbroke. 

This Play affords feveral other Inftances in 
which Sbakefpearh Inattention to the Hiftory 
is plainly proved ; and is therefore the k& par- 
donable^ as jthe Subject pf it is not one entire 
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A^ion, wrought up^ with a Variety of beautiful 
Incidents, which at once delight and inftrudl 
tbc Mind > but a Dramatick Narration of Hi- 
florical Fa£b) and a fucceffive Series of Aftions 
and Events which are only interefting as they 
are true, and only pleafing as they are grace- 
fully toJd* 

The Manner of Salingirakt^s appealing the 
Duke of Norfolk^ the Order of the intended 
Combat, the very Words of the Appellant and 
Defendant, the Behaviour and Speech of the 
King on that Occafion, are exa6Uy copied 
from Holingfi)ed^ as is likewife the Appeals of 
the l^ords in the firft Sceneof the fourth Aft. 

The Duke of YorV% Conduft, throughout 
the Play, is the fame as the Hiftory reprefents 
it ; only Shakefpear has aggravated his Zc^l to 
the new-made King, by introducing him ea- 
ger and foikitous to procure the I>eath of his 
Son AutnarUy for having engaged in a Confpi- 
^cy againft him* 

The* Impropriety of making a Father prefs 
fo ardently the Execution of a beloved Son, 
becaufe that Son had joined^with a Party that 
had refolved to dethrone an Ufurper, and rc- 
ftore ^ the lawful King, is too glaring to need 
any Animadverfion : But, becaule there is fome- 
thing truly ludicrous in this very tragical Paf- 
&ge, I ihall tranfcribe it. 

Aumarle finding his Father determined to 
4ifelofe hifi Treafonto the iiew King, haftens 

to 
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to Court, and, procuring a private Audieiice,N 
gets a Promiie of Pardon from the King : 
While he is clofetted with him, the Duke of ^ 
T^rk arrives, and loudly demands Admittance. > 

York. 
Open the Door, fecure, fool-hardy King, 
Shall I, for Love, fpeak Treafon to thy Face ? 
Open the Door, or I will break it open.. 

Enter York. - 

_ BOLINGBROKE. 

What is, the Matter, Uncle ? fpeaki take: 

Breath : 
Tell us how near is Danger, 
That we may arm us to encounter it ? . 

York* 
Perufe this Writing here, and thou (halt know > 
The Treafon thaUny Hafte Jorbids m&. ihow. - 

AUMARLE. . 

Remember, as thou read'ft, thy Promiie paft : 
I do repent me, read not my Kame there. 
My Heart is not Confederate with my Hand* 

York. 
Villain, it was, ere thy Hand fet it down, 
I tore it from the Traytor^s Bofom, King, 
Fear, and not Love, begets his Penitence ! 
Forget to pity him, left thy Pity prove 
A Serpent that wiU fting thee to the Heart. . 
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BOLINGBROKE. 

O heinous, ftrong, and bold Confpiracy \ 
O loyal Father of a treacherous Son ; 
Thou clear, immaculate, and filver Fountain^ 
From whence this Stream,^ thro' nuiddy Pafr 

fages. 
Hath had his Current, and defil^^d hlmfelf ; . 
Thy Overflow of Good converts the Bad," 
And thine abundant Goodnefs ihall excufe 
This deadly Blot in thy digrefling Son* 

York. 
So (Ball my Virtue be his Vice's Bawd,^ 
And he mall fpend mine Honour with his 

Shame 
As thriftlefs Sons their fcrapingPathers' Gold. 
Mine Honour lives, when his Difhonour dies. 
Or my fliam'd Life in his Difhonour lies : 
Thou Kiirft me in his Life ; giving him Breathy 
The Traytor lives, the true Man's put to D^ath. 

Dutchess w/Ww, 

Dutchess., 
What, ho, my Liege !'for Heaven's fake let 
me in. 

BoLTNGBROKE. 

What flirill-voic'd Suppliant makes this eager- 
Cry ? 

Dutchess. 
A Woman, and thiw Aunt, great King ! 'tis I. 
• Speak 
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Speak with me, pity me, open the Door ; 
A Beggar begs that never begg*d before. 

BoLlKGBROKE. 

Our Scene' is altcr*d from a ferious Thing, 
And now changed to the Beggaf and the King* 
My dang'rous Coufino let thy Mother in^ 
I know file's come to pray for your foul Sin* 

York. 
If thou do pardon, whosoever pray, 
More Sins for his Forgivenefs profper may ; 
This fefter'd Joint cUt off, the reft is found j , 
This, let alone, will all the reft confound. 

EnUr Dutchess. 

Dutchess. 
OKihg, beKevenot this hard-hearted Man, 
Love loving not itfelf, none other can. 

York, 
Thou frantick Woman, what doft thou do? 

here ? 
Shall thy dd Dugs once more a Traytor rear I 

Dutchess, 
Sweet Tori be patient, hear mc gentle Liege. 

BoLINGBROKE. 

Rife up, good Aunt. 

Dutchess* 
Not yet I thee befeech i 

Foe 
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Fbr ever will I kneel upon my Knees, 
And never fee Day that the happy kes^ 
Till thoir give Joy ; untill thou md me Joy, 
By pard'ning Rutland^ ray tranfgreffing Boy. 

AUMARLB. 

Unto my Mother's Prayers I bend my Knee^. 

[KneeU^ 

York. 
Againft them bothy my true Joints bended be. 

\^Kneels. 
Ill may'ft thou thrive^ if thou grant any Grace. 

DUTCHBSS. 

Pleads he in earneft, Look upon his Face ! 
His Eyes do drop no Tears, his Prayer's in 

Jcft, 
His Words come from his Mouth, ours from 

our Breaft. 
He prays but faintly, and would be deny*d ; 
We pray with Heart and Soul, and all befidew 
BBs weary Joint* wotiB gladly rife, I know; 
Our Knees fhall kneel, dU to the Grouitdkthey 

grow : 
His Pray 'jfs are full of faife ffypocrify 5 
Ours of true Zeal, and deep Integrity : 
Our Pray'rs do outrpigty his ; then let them 

craVe ■ 

That Mercy which true Prayers ought to have. 



B0LIMC8S.OKE. 
GQi9«l Aunt flatfid o^. 



DUTCH£SSr 
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Dutchess. 
NajL, do not fay, ftand up ; 
But pardon firft, fay afterwards ftand up ; 
And if I were thy Nurfe, thy Tongue to teach, • 
Pardon fliould be the firft Word of thy Speech- 
I never long'd to hear a Word till now : . 
Say, Pardon, King j let Pity teach thee how, 

BOLINGBROKE.. 

Good Aunt,^ ftand up. . 

Dutches^.. 
I do not^fue to ftand, 
J^ardon is all the Suit I have in Hand* 



me*^ 



BbLINGB]tOK>B. 

I pardon hiniy as Heav'n ihall par4on 

Dutchess. 
O happy Vantaige of a kneeling Knee f . 
Yet 1 am fickibr Fear 5 ipeak it again r 
Twice faying Pardon, doth not pardon twain^^ 
But makes one Pardon ftrong. 
The Word is fliort, but not fo Ihort as fwcet ; 
No Word like Pardon for Kings Mouth fo meet. 

York.. ^ 

Speak it mFrencby fay. King, Paedormez Tnoy. 

That little Fiftion which Shakefpear has in- : 
troduced into this Play, is imagined with his, 
ufual Carelefiiefs and Inalilention to Probabi- 
lity. Tht Queen who, more than any other 
Ecrfon> ia.ihtereftcd in every tfiing that relates^ 

tOt> 
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t5 the.King her Hufband, is, neverthelefs,.the 
taft that hears of the Sei2;ureof her Lord. 

In the fecond Ad, (he is informed of 5<?- 
linglfrok/s Invafion, and the DiflafFeQion of 
almoft all the Nobility ; and' in the fourth, 
this forrowful Queen is introduced in her Gar- 
den with two Ladies, who prefs her to dance. 

The Gardener and two Workmen enter- 
ing, ihe retires behind* the Trees^ in. Hopes 
of learning fome News of the State from them j 
nor is flie deceived : From them flie firft hears 
of the Imprifonment and intended Depofitioir 
cf the King her Hufband* 

One might be furprifed,. perhaps, to hear 
from a Gardener's Mouth, a beautiful Syftem 
of Politics, couched in a clofe and well-con- 
nived Allegory, drawn from fuch Images as 
his Profeflion furnifhed him with, if the pooc 
Fellow who works under his Diredlions did. 
not allegorize as well as his. Matter,. and lef? 
fen the Wonder. 

Servant;. 
Why fhould we, in the Compafs of a Falf,^ 
Keep Law, and Form, and due Proportion, 
Shewing, as in a Model, our firm State ? 
When our Sea- walled Garden (the whole 

Land) 
Is full of Weeds, her faireft Flowers choak'd 

up, ' 

iKTer Fruit-trees all unprunM, her Hedges 

ruin'd, 

Hec 
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tier Knots difordcr'd, and her wholefomt 

Herbs 
Swarming with Caterpillars ? 

The Manner of King Richard's Death If 
differently related by Ae Hiftorians, Shake^ 
fpear follows Thomas fFalJingham's Account of 
that barbarous Parricide, as quoted by Holing* 
Jhed\ how clofely he has copied the Circum- 
ftanccs, and even (bme of the Speeches, may 
be feen by comparing the Paflages ^ they 
ftand in the Hiftorian and Poet. 

" One Writer, fays Holingjbeiy Page 517, 
which feemeth to have great Knowledge of 
King RichariPs Doings, faith. That King -H)f«- 
Vy, fitting one Day at his Table, fore fishing, 
faid. Have I no faithful Friend which will de- 
Krcr me of him whofe Life will be my Death, 
and whofe Death will be the Prefervation of 
my Life. 

This Saying was much noted of them which 
were prefent, and efpecially 6f one called Sir 
Pierce of Exton, This Knight incontinently 
departed from the Court,^ with eight ftrong 
Perfons rn his Company, and came to Pomfret^ 

- commanding the Efquire that was accuftomed 
to ferve and take the Aflay before King Richard^ 

. to do fo no more, faying. Let him eat now, 
for he fhall not long eat. 

King Richard fat down to Dinner, and wat 
ferved without Curtefy or Aflay j whereupon 
much marvelling at the fuddcn Change, he de- 
manded 
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mapded of the Efquire why he did not hi$ 
Duty ? Sir, faid he, I am otherwife com- 
manded by Sir Pierce of Extoiiy which is new- 
ly come from King Henry. 

When King Richard heard that Word, he 
took the Carving Knife in his Hand, and 
ftruck the Efquire on the Head, faying, -The 
Devil take Henry of Lancafler and thee to- 
gether, and with that Word Sir Pierce entsereJ 
the Chamber well armed, with eight tall Men 
likewife armed, every one of tSem having 
% Bill in his Hand. Kin^ Richard peerceiving 
this, put the Table from him, and ftepping to 
the foremoft Man, wrung **M»JBLill out ofhis 
Hands, and fo valiantly defended himfblf that 
he flew four of thofe that thus came to aflaii 
him* Sir /'imt^, being half difnaayed bcre- 
wth, leaped into the Chair where King J?i- . 
chard was wont to fit, while the other four 
Perfons fought with him, and chafed him 
about the Chamber ; and, in Conclufion, as 
King Rich{^d traverfed his Ground from one 
Side of the Chamber to another, and coming 
by the Chair where Sir Pierce ftood, he was 
iletied with a Stroke of a Poll-ax, which Sir 
Pierce gave him upon the Head ; and there- 
with rid him out of Life, without giving him 
^efpite once to call to God for Mercy of his 
paft Offences. 

It is faid that Sir Pierce of Extort^ after he 
had thus flain him, wept right bitterly, as one 
ftrickcn with the Prick of a guilty Confcience 

for 
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fof murdering bim whom he had fo long time; 
obeyed as King," 

Enter ExTON and a Sirvant^ 

EXTON 

Didftthou not mark the King what Words h« 

fpake? 
'' Have I no Friend -will rid me of this living 

Fear." 
Was it not fa? 

Servant, 
Thefe wcreihis very Words. 

Etcton. 

*< Have I no Friend?" quoth he; hefpake 

it twice 
And urg*d it twice together; did he riot? 

Servant, 
He did. 

Etcton. 
And fpeaking it, he wiftly look'd on me. 
As who fhall fay 1 would .thou wert the 

Man, 
That would divorce this Terror'from my Heart; 
Meaning the King at Ponifret. Come; lets 

go: 
J. am the King's Friend, and we'll rid his Foe. 



Seem 
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^cene, changed to the Prifon at Pomfret. 
'^nter to the King the Keeper with a Dijhn 

Keeper, 
¥ellow, give place \ here is no longer Stay* 

\TotheGroQnu 

K. RiCHARIU 

If ,ihou loYC mc, ,'tis Time thou wcrtaway. 

'Groom, 
* What my Tongue does not, that my Heart 
fhall fay. lExit. 

Keeper. 
;My Lord, wilt "pleafe you to fall to, 

K. Richard. 
Taftc of it firft, as thou wert wont to do. 

Keeper. 
-My Lord, I dare not, for Sir Pearce of Exton^, 
Who late came from the King, commands the 
contrary* 

K. Richard. 
'Th^Dcvil take J£enry of Lancajter, and thee% 
Patience is State, and I am weary of it. 

[Beats the Keeper. 



Keeper* 
Jlelp) hdp, help* 



Enter 
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, Enter Exton and Strvants^. 

K. Richard. 
How now? what means Death in this rude 

Affiiirit? 
Wi^ch, thine own Hand yields thy Death's 

Inftrument; [Snatching a Sword. 

Go thou, and fill another Room in Hell.* ^ 

\^KrlIs an^ber, "ExXonJirikn him^lnun. 
That Hand (hall burn in never-a uenching Fire, 
That ftflggers thus my Ferfon! Thy Piera 

mnd 
Jiadi with the Kings Blood, ftain'd tke Kings 

own Land ! ' ,^ 

Mount, mount xaj Soij,^. thy Seat isup on 

high; ^ 

Whilft my grofs Flefli finks downward, here 

to die! , ; [Dies* 

ExTON. 

As full of Valour, . as of Royal Blood ; 

£oth have I ijilt : Oh would tSiie Deed v^ttt 

good 1 , - 

For now tlie Devil, that told me, I iid wellj 
Says, that this Deed is chronicled ii^ Hell. 
This dead Kingjtathe Tiving King Fll bear^ 
/Fake hence the Jeft, and ,give them . Burial 

.here. . . \ . - * 

The Hiftory goes on to relate, that King 
Richard*^ Body was ciriied through the City 
to S/. P^«/'sCathedral with the Fiaqc bric^vbied 
and lay in that Manner three Days, expofed 
to the View of the People. 

Shake- 
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Shakefpear makes Extort bring the Corps in 
a Coffin to the Court, prefent it to the King, 
in the Prefence of feveral of his Nobility, and 
tell him that his Commands had been obeyed. 

This abfurdity is followed by the King's con- 
feffing th A he had givei) fuch Orders, but that 
he now repented of them, and after driving 
the Murdetf"er from his Prefence, he weeps 
over the dead Kijr\g, and pacifies his Confci- 
cnce with a 'Vow to make a Voyage to the- 
Holy Land to expiate his Guilt, 
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PLAN 

Of the First Part of 

Henry the Fourth. 



IN this Play Shakefpior takes up the Hiftb- 
xj cxafUy where he left it in Richard the 
Second, Bolinghroke^ now King Henry 
the Fourth, is prevented from making a Voy- 
age to the Holy Land, which he had vowed, 
by a Confprracy formed againft him by fome of 
thofe Lords, whofe Affiftance had enabled him 
to ufuip the Throne* 

The brave P/Vryfurnamed HotJ'pur^ having 
refufcd to iurrcndcr his Scetch Pnloners taken 
in the Battle of Holmedoity to the King, who 
alfo in return denies to ranfom his Brother in 
lj2iv^ Mortimery from the IVelJh Rebel Owen 
Glendtnver^ a Quarrel enfues j Pierey and the 
other difcontcntcd Noblemen join with the 
G z Sects 



124 Shake fp ear IlluJIrated. 

Scots and Glendower ; they raife an Army and^ 
^ inarch to meet the King at Shrew/bury. . 

"The King fends to treat with the Rebels; 
Piercy^ being difpofed to Jiften to an Accom« 
hiodation, Commiffions his Uncle, the Earl 
of Worcefter^ to propofe Terms to the King. 

Worce/ter^ out of an Opinipn that Shnry 
could never be thoroughly reconciled to them, 
and would take an other Opportunity to be 
revenged, treacheroufly conceals the King's 
favourable Offers, and tells Piercy that he is 
refolvcd to fight. 

Then follows the Battle, in/ which, the 
brave Piercy is flain by the wild Prince of fVales : 
The King's Party is vi<aorious ; the treache- 
r rous Worcejlir being made Prifoner, is con- 

demned to die, and the King, dividing his 
Forces, fends one Part, under the Command 
of his fecond Son, to meet the Earl of Nor- 
thumberland 2X York; and himfelf and the Prince 
of ^a/es march againft the Rebel Glendower 
and th^ Earl of March. 

The Tranfadiions contained in this Hiftori- 
cal Drama, are comprized in the Space of ten 
Months, The Aftion of it commences with 
the News of Hot/pur's having defeated th^Scots^ 
under Archibald iLzxl of Douglas^ at HolmedQn\ 
which Battle was fought on Holy-rooikDay^ 
the i^th of September 1402: and, is clofed 
with the Defeat and Death oi Hotfpur stt 

Shrewjbury; 

f 
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Shrewjbury ; which Engagement happened the 
21ft of 7z^/j^, 1403. 

Shakefpear has copied HoUngfhed very clofely, 
as well in the Hiftorical Fads as the Charac- 
ters of his Perfons; Piercfs and Glendower^Sy 
are indeed greatly heightened, but both with 
wonderful Propriety and Beauty. The Epi- 
fodical Part of the Drama, which is made up 
<>f the extravagant Sallies of the Prince of 
TFaleSy and the inimitable Humour of Fal/i.ajf^ 
is entirely of his own Invention. The Cha- 
rafter of Prince Henry^ tho' drawn after the 
Hiftorians, is confiderabjy improved by Shake^ 
fpear\ and' through the veil of his vices and 
Irregularities, we fee a Dawn of Greatnefs 
and virtue, that promifes the future Splendor 
of his Life and Reign. • 

The Poet has indeed deviated from Hiftory, 
in making this young Prince kill the gallant 
Piercy at the- Battle of Shrew/bury. Accord - 
ing to them it is uncertain by whom he fell ; 
however this Circumftance is beautifully ima- 
gined by Shakefpear in order to exalt the Cha- 
racter of Prince iifewry, which had before been 
obfcured by the Glory of that Heroe. 

The King, in recounting the great Exploits 
.of Hatfpur^ thus oppofes his Charadef to that 
of his Son. 

^ K. Henry, 

Yea, there thou mak'ft me fad, and mak'ft 
me fin 

G 3 In 
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In envy, that my Lord Nortbumbirlofid \ 

Should be the Father of fo bleft a Son : 

A Son, who is the Theme of Honour*s Tongue: 

Amongft a Greve> the very ibaighteft Plant; 

Who is fweet Fortune's Minion, and her Pride; 

Whilft I, by looking on the Praife of him. 

See riot and difhonour ftain the Brov^ 

Of my young Harry. O could it be proved 

That fome Night tripping Fairy had exchanged 

In Cradle-Cloaths, our Children where they 

lay. 
And caird mine P/Vrry, his Plantagemt f 
Then would I have his Harry^ and he mine^ 

But the Poet, even by making this Cpntraft, 
has ftill the Glory of his Favourite in View j 
the Conqueror of Piercy muft needs be greater 
than PUrcy himfelfc Prince Henry^ therefore, 
muft be acknowledged to be the Heroe of diis 
Play; fcr the Lawrels of his Rival ace all truif* 
£ered to him, with the additional Wrcadi of 
baving conquered that Rival. 



THE 



( 1^7 ) 



'V V vvw v# v'tv '!• '!• V T' * V v9 







THE 

L I F E 

OF 

King He^ry the Fifth. 

THE Tranfadlions comprifed in this 
Hiftorical Play, commence about the 
latter End of the firft, and terminate 
in the eighth Year of this King's Reign, when 
he married the Princefi Catharine of France^ 
and put an End to the DiiFerences betwixt 
England and that down. 

The Siege and taking of Harfl^ur, the Bat>- 
tle of ^^/«c^«r/, the Peace concluded between 
King Ilenry and the French King, with tlie 
Marriage of the former to the Princefs of France^ 
are the principal Aftions of this Play, and are 
taken from HolingJhecTs Chronicle, after whom 
the Charafters are likewife drawn,, with very 
little Variation. 

G 4 The 
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The Archbifliop's Speech to King Henry^ 
in the firft Adi, in which he explains his Tide 
to the Crown of France^ is clofely copied from 
this Hiftorian, Page 545. 

^* Herein did he much cnveie againft the 
furmifed and falfe fained Law Salike^ which 
the Frenchmen allege ever againft the Kings 
of England in barre of their j lift Title to the 
Crown of France. The verie Words of that 
fuppofed Law are thefe, . In terram Salicam Mu- 
lieres ne fuccedant. That is to fay. Into the 
Salike Land let not Women fucceed. Which 
the French Gloflers expound to be the Realme 
of France^ and that this Law was made by 
King Pharamond'y whereas yet their own Au- 
thors affirme, . that the Land Salike is in Ger- 
many between the Rivers Elbe and Sala^ and 
that when Charles the Great had overcome the 
Saxons y he placed there certain Frenchmen^ 
which having in difdain the difhoneft Manners 
of the German Women, made a Law that the 
Females fhould not fucceed to any Inheritance 
within that Land, which at this Day is called 
Meifen: SothatiftHis be true, this Law was 
not made for the Realme of France^ nor the 
Frenchmen poflefled the Land Salike^ till four 
hundred and one and twenty Years after the 
Death of Pharainond^ the fuppofed Author of 
this Salike Law; for this Pharamond deceafed 
in the Year 426, and Charles the Great fubdued 
the Saxons and placed the Frenchmen in thofe 
Parts, beyond the River of Sala^ m the Year 
805. 

More- 
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• Moreover, it appeareth by their own 
Writers, that King Pepen which depofed Chil- 
derike^ claimed the Crown of France^ as Heir 
general, for that he was defcended of Bltthila 
Daughter of King Clothair the firft: Hugh 
Capet alfo, who ufurped the Crown upon 
Charles Duke of Loraine, the fole Heir-male of 
the Line and Stocke of Charles the Great, to 
make his Title feem true, . and appear good, 
though indeed it .was ftarke naught; conceived 
himfelf as Heir to the Ladie Lingardy Daughter 
to King Charlemain^ Sonne to Lewis the Em- 
peror, that was Sonne to Charles the Great : 
King Lewis alfo the tenth, otherwife alfo cal« 
led Saint Lewis being verie Heir to the Ufurper 
Hugh Capets, could never be fatisfied in his 
Cdnfcience how he might ^uftly keep and pof- 
fefle the Crowne of France^ till he was per- 
fuaded and fully inftrufted that Queene Ifabell 
his Grandmother was lineally defcended of the • 
Ladie Ormengard Daughter and Heir to the 
above named Charles Duke of Lbraine \ by the 
which Marriage, the Blood and Line of Charles 
the Great was again united and rellored to the 
Crowne and Scepter of France : So that more 
clear than the Sun, it openly appeareth, that 
the Title of King Pepertj the Claim of Hugh 
Capet, the PofTeflion of Lewis ; yea, and the 
French Kings to this Day, are derived and con- 
veyed from the Heirs-female, though they 
would,: under the Colour of fuch a feigned 
Law, barre the Kings and. Princes of this 
Realme of England of their right and lawful 
Inheritance. 

G 5 The 
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The Archbtiliop further alleged, out of 
the Book of Numbersy this Saying : Wh^n a 
Man dieth without a Sofiy Uttht Inheritance de- 
fcend to his Daughter. At len^h having faid 
fufficiently for thue Proof of the King's juft and 
lawful Title to the Crown of France^ he ex- 
horted him to advance forth his Banner tofight 
for his Right, to conquer his Inheritance, to 
fpare neither Blood, Sword, nor Fire, fith his 
War was juft, his Caufe good, and his Claim 
true ; and to the Intent his loving Chaplains, 
and obedient Subjedb of the Spintualtie might 
fhew themfelves willing and defirous to aid his 
Majefty for the Recovery of his ancient Right 
and true Inheritance, the Archbiihop declared 
that, in their Spiritual Convocation, they h|d 
granted to his Highncfs fuch a Summe of Mo- 
ney, as never, by no fpiritual Perfons, was to 
any Prince before thofe Days, given or ad- 
vanced/* Holingjhed. 

Canterbury* 
Then hear me, gracious Sovereign, and you 

Peers 
That owe your Lives, your Faith and Services 
To this imperial Throne : There is no Bar 
To make againft your Highnefe' Claim to 

France^ 
But this which they produce from Pharamondi 
In Terra Salicam Mulieres nefuccedant ; 
No Woman Ihali fucceed in %alike Land : 
Which Salike Land the French unjuftly gloze. 
To be the Realm of France^ and Pharamondy 
The Foimder of this Law and female Bar : 

Yet 
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Vet their own Authors feithfully affirm. 
That the Land Salike lies in Germany^ 
Between the Floods of Sala and of Ehe : 
Where Charles the Great, having fubdued the 

Saxons^ 
There left behind and fettled certain French: 
Who holding in Difdain the German Women, 
For fome^ilhoneft Manners of their Life, 
EftablifhM then this Law, to wit, no Female 
Should be Inheretrix in Salick Land ; 
Which Salick^ as I faid, 'twixt Ehe and Sala^ 
Is at this Day in Germany called Meifem : 
Thus doth it well appear, the Saiici Law , 
Was not devifed for the Realm of France ; 
Nor did the French poffefs the Salick Land, 
Untill four hundred one and twenty Years 
After Defunftion of King Pharamondy 
(Idly fupposM the Founder of this Law) 
W ho died within the Year of our Redemption 
Four hundred twenty-fi>c ; and Charles the 

Great 
Subdu'd the Saxons^^ ani did feat the French 
Beyond the River Sala, in the Year 
Eight hundred five: Befides, their Writers fay. 
King Pepenj which depofed Chilctericky 
Did, as Heir-general (being defcended 
Of Bllthildy which was Daughter to King 

Clothatr) 
Make Claim and Title to the Crown oi France. 
Hugh Capet alfo, who ufurpM the Crown 
Of Charles the Duke of Lorain^ foh Heir-male 
Of the true Line and Stock of Charles the 

iSreaf, 
To fine his Title with fome Shews of Truth , 
G 6 (Though 
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(Thougli, in pure Truth, it was corrupt and 

naught) 
Convey'd himfelf, as Heir to thXady Lingar 
Daughter to Charlemaifiy who was the Son 
To Lewis the Emperor, which was the"^on 
Of Charles the Great. Alfo, King Lewis the 

Ninth, 
Who was fole Heir to the Ufurper Capet^ 
Could not keep Quiet in his Confcience, 
Wearing the Crown of France^ till fatisfy*d 
That fair Queen Ifabel^ his Grandmother, 
Was lineal of the Lady Ermengere^ 
Daughter to Charles^ the forefaid Duke of Lor* 

rain; 
By the which Match the Line of Charles the 

Great 
Was re-united to the Crown of France. 
So that, as clear as is the Summer's Sun, 
King Pepin's Title, and Hugh Copefs Claim, 
King Lewis ^ his Satisfa6lion, all appear 
To hold in Right and Title of the Female : * 
So do the Kings of France until this Day, 
Howbeit, they would hold up this Salick Law, 
To bar your Highnefs, claiming from the Fe- 
male, 
And rather choofe to hide them in a Net, 
Than amply to unbare their crooked Titles, 
Ufurp'd from you and your Progenitors. 

In Shake/pear,v/heniiie Confyiracy of Scroops 
Cambridge^ andGr^y, is difcovered to the King, 
after expoftulating with them On their Treach- 
ery, he gives them Up to punifliment and dif- 
mifles them from his Prefence iii the* very 
Words of Holing/bed: 

Touch- 
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Touching our Perfon feek we no Revenge; 
But we our Kingdom's fafety muft fo tender, 
Whofe ruin you three fought, that to her ' 

Laws 
We do deliver you. Go therefore hence, 
Poor miferable Wretches to vour Death; 
The Tafte ]|^hereof God of nis Mercy give 
You Patience to endure, and true Repentance 
Of all your dear Offences ! bear them hence. 

** Revenge herein touching my Perfon, tho* 
I feek not; yet for the Safeguard of my dear 
Friends, andfordue Prefervation of all Sorts, 
I am by OfBce to caufe Example to be Ihewed : 
Get ye hence, therefore, you poor miferable 
Wretches, to the receiving of your juft Re- 
ward, wherein God's Majefty give you Grace 
of his Mercy, and Repentance of your heinous 
Offences." Holingjhed. 

IntliePlay, King Hihry^ after the taking 
of Harfeur^ marches his Army, which was 
greatly reduced by Sicknefs and Fatigue, to- 
wards Calais, and is met by a Meffenger from 
the French King; who, in his Matter's Name, 
defies him to a Battle : Shakejpear, in the lat- 
ter Part of the Kings Anfwejc, again copies 
the Words oi Holingjhed^ 

Go, bid thy Mafter well advife himfelf: 
If we may pafs we will ; if we be hinder'd, 
We fhall your tawny Ground with your red 

Blood 
Difcolour, and fo Mountjoy fare you well. 
The Sum of all our Anfwer is but this ; 

We 
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We wou'dnot feek a Battle as weare^ 
Yet, aswcare, we lay, we will notfliun it. 

" I will not feek your Matter, at this Time, 
but, if he or his feek me, I will meet with theip, 
God willing: If any of your Nation attempt 
once to ftop me in my Journey towards Calais^ 
at their Jeopardy be it j and yet wifli I not 
any of you fo unadvifed as to be the Occafion 
that I aye your tawny Ground with your led 
Blooif."- HoUngJhid. 

Sbakifpear. diroughout this Play, has co* 
pied many of the Sentiments and even Words 
of Holing/bed^ fometimes almoft literally, as 
in the above quoted Pailages; at others he has 

i'uft taken Hints which the Force of his own 
magination improves into the moft ftriking 
Beauties, the following Paffage of Holingjhed 
furnifliedhim with (bme of thenobleft Thoughts 
that ever animated the Mind of a Heroe. 

The Hiftorian fays. Page 553, that a little 
Time before the Battle oiAnncmrt was fought. 
King Henry overheard a Soldier fay to his Fel- 
low: ** I would to God there were with us 
** now fo many good Soldiers as are at this 
** Hour within England.^* To which the King 
replied: ** I would notwifh a Man more here 
**^ than I have; we are, indeed, inComparifon 
•< to the Enemies, but a few; but if God, of 
** his Clemency, do favour us and our juft 
" Caufe (as Itrufthewill) we Ihall Speed 
** well enough: But let no Manafcribe Vic- 
<< tory to our own Strength and Might, but 
*« only to GodYAififtance, to whom, I have 

" no 
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•* nd d^ubt we fliall worthily have Caiife to 
•• give thanks therefore; and if fo be that, 
*• for our Offences Sakes, we Ihall be deliver- 
*< ed into the Hands of our Enemies, the lefs 
<« Number we be the left Damage fhall the 
*< Realm of England fuftain.'* iSlingJhed. 

This Paffage fe thus improved by Shakefpear: 
The Earl of Weftmourland having been to 
take a View of the Enemies Forces, as they 
were drawn up in Order of Battle, alarmed at 
the Superiority of their Numbers, cries out as 
the King meets him. 

Oh ? that wc now had here, . 

But one ten thoufand of thoife Men in England^ 

That do HO Work to Day ! 

K. Hj&nry* 
What's he that wifhes fo? 
My Coufm Weflmourland} No, myfair]Coufinf 
If we are marked to dye, we are enow 
To do our Country lofs j and if to live. 
The fewer Men, the greater fharc of Honour. 
God's WilJ,^ I pray thee wifli not one Mai* 

more. 
By Jove I am not covetous of Gold \ 
Nor care I, who doth feed upon my Coft; 
Ityernsme not, if Men my Garments wear; 
Such outward Things dwcH not in my Defure.' 
But, if it be a Sin to coverHonour, 
I am the moft offending Soul alive. 
No, faith, my Lord, with not a Man from 

England: 

God'« 
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God's Peace, I would not lofe fo great an Ho- 
nour 
As one Man more, nfiethinks would ihare from 
mc, .. 

For the beft Hopes I have. . Don't wilh one 

more: 
Rather proclaim it (Wejimourland) through 

my Hol^ 
That he, which hath no Stomach to this Fight, 
Let him depart; his Paflport fhaU be made. 
And crowns for convoy put. into his Purfe : 
We would not die in that Man's Company, 
That fears his Fellowfhip to die with us. 

In the firft Aft of this Play the Dauphin of > 
France fends an infulting Meflage to King 
Henry accompanied with a Pfefent of Tennis 
Balls as a Reproach for the wild Sallies of his 
Youth. 

There is no Foundation either in Hall or 
HoUngJhed for this Circumftance, Shake/pear 
indeed took the-* out- lines of the Dauphin's 
CharaSer from thefe.Hiftorians who reprefent 
him to be a light, arrogant, and vain- glorious ■• 
Prince J but he has painted at full Length what 
they only drew in Miniture j and by adding, 
with great Propriety fome of the Chara<fterifl:ic 
Follies of his Nation, given us a lively and 
humerous Pifture of a Coxcomb Prince. 

The abfurdity of making the Princefs , (7^- 
tharine the only Perfon in the French Court, . 
who does not underftand Englijby has be.en al- 
ready tjiken Notice of: And it mull be confef- 

fed 
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fed that the great Henry makes but a miferable 
Figure as a Lover; no Language can be coarfer 
than that in which he addreiks the Princefs, 
the firft Time he fees her. Do you like meY^dX^y 
fcfr. Yet the Dialogue is not without wit, 
livlinefs, and humour; but fo utterly void of 
Propriety that we lofe all Idea of the Dignity 
ofthePerfons who manage it, and, are readier 
to imagine we hear a common Soldier making 
love to an aukward Country Girl, than a King 
of England courting a Princefs of France. 

Shakefpear^ it is probable, took the Hint of 
the Dauphin* s Prefent of Tennis Balls from the 
following old Ballad. 

A Council grave our King did hold* 
With many a Lord and Knight ; 
That they might truly underftand. 
That France did hold his Right. 

Unto the King of France therefore 

Ambaffadors were fent. 
That he might fully underftand 

His Mind and his Intent : 

Defuring him in friendly wife. 

His lawful Right to yield ; 
Orelfe he vow'd, by Dint of Sword 

To win the fame in Field. 

The King of France with all his Lords, 

Which heard his Meflage plain, 
Unto our brave Ambafladors 

Did anfwer in Difdain : 

And 
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And feigned our King was yet too youngs 

And of too tender Age j 
Therefore we weigh not of hie War, 

Nor fear we his Courage. 

His Knowledge is in Feats of Arms 

As yet but very /mall ; 
His tender Joints much fitter were 

To tofs a Tennis Ball. 

A Tun of Tennis Balls thercforet 

In Pride and great Difdain, 
He fent unto our Noble Kmgi 

To recompence his Pain. 

Which AniWer when our King did hear. 

He waxed wroth in Heart ; 
And faid, he would fuch Balls provide^ 

Should make all France to finart. 

An Army then our Kine did raife. 
Which was both good and ftrong j 

And from Southampton is our King 
With all his Navy gone. 

In France he landed fafe and founds 

With all his warlike Train ; 
And to the Town of HarJUur ftrait 

He marched up a-main. 

But when he had befieged the fame, 
Againft their fenced Walls, 



To 
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To batter down their ftately Towers, 
He fent his Englifi Balls. 

This done, our noble Englifi King 
March'd up and down the Land ^ 

And not a Frenchman for his Life 
Ditrft once his Force yddiftand. 

Until he came to Jginccurt ; 

Where as it was his Chance 
To find the Kiiis in Readinefs 

With all his rower cf France. 

A mighty Hoft he had prepared 

Of armed Soldiers dien ; 
Which were.no lefs bv juft Account^ 

Than Torty Thousand Men. 

Which Sight did much amaze our Kingj 

For he and all his Hoft 
Not paffing Fifteen Thoufand bad, 

Accoimted at the moft» 

The King of France which well did know 

The ^fllmber of our Men, 
In vaunting Pride unto our Prince 

Did fend a Herald then* 

To underftand what he would give 

For Ranfom of his Life, 
When he in Field fhould taken be 

Amidft their bloody Strife. 

And 
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And then our King with chearful Heart, 

This Anfwer foon bid make; 
And faid. Before this comes to pafs. 

Some of their Hearts ihall quake. 

And to their proud prefumptuous Prince, 

Declare this Thing, quoth he. 
Mine own Heart's Blood fliall pay the Pric e; 

None elfe he gets of me. 

• 

With that befpoke the Duke of York^ 

Noble King, quoth he. 
The Leading of this Battle brave 

Vouchfafe to give to me. 

God a M^rcy., Coufin Torkj quoth he, 

1 grant thee thy Requeft j 

Then march thou on courageoufly, • 

And I will lead the reft. 

Then came the bragging Frenchmen down 

With greater Force and Might ; 
With whom our Noble King oegan 

A hard and cruel Fight. 

The Archers they difcharged' their Shafts, 

As thick as Hail from Sky ; 
That many a Frenchman in the Field 

That happy Day did die. ' 

Ten Thoufand Men that Day were flain 
Of Enemies in the Field ; 

And 
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And as many Prifoners 

That Day were forced to yield. 

Thus had our King a happy Day, 

And Viftory over France ; 
And brought mem quickly under Foot, 

That late in Pride did prance. 

The Lord preferve our Noble King, 

And grant to him likewife 
The upper Hand and Viilory 

Of all his Enemies, 
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THE 

F I R ST PART 

OF 

King Henry the Sixth. 

THE hiftorical Tranfadion^ contained 
in this Play^ take in the Compafs of 
about thirty Years; they are all cx- 
tra<fted from Halingfiii^ Chronicle: But 
Shakefpeary in this, as well as in the two fol- 
lowing Parts of this King's Retgn, has not; 
been veryexaft to the Date, and Difpofition of 
lie Fafts, fhuffling theni backwards and for- 
wards, out of the Order of Time in which 
they happened, as it beft fuited his Purpofe, 
*Vw Charaders are almoil all faithfully copieii 
from the Hiftorian ; but the Poet has exagge^ 
rated the AfFeAion of Queen Margaret for the 
Duke of Suffolk^ reprefenting that Princefr as 
engaged in a criminal Amour with the Duke, 
for wnich there is.no Foundation in Hiftory. 

The 
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The -Loves of the C^een and Duke of Suf- 
folky which make thcSubjeft of feveral Scenes 
in the Play, not being mentioned either by 
Hall or Holingjhedy *ti» probable that Shake- 
fpear faw fome little Novel of the Lives of thefe 
two great Perfons, from whence he copied 
fuch Incidents as he thought proper for 
the Embellifliment of his Play ; but, by 
introducing the Queen in the fecond Part^ 
weeping and lamenting over the Head of her 
murdered Lover, whicn lyes on her Bofbm, in 
the Prefence of the King her Hu(band, and • 
feveral Noblemen, he has cither very ihjudici- 
oufly copied, or very coarfl^ invented. For 
the abfurdity of fuch a Behaviour muft give dif- 
guft to the hieaneft and leaft intelligent Reader 
or Spedtator. 

But if Shakefpear has been mifled by Ro- 
. mance, or oral Tradition, to give fuch im- 
proper Manners to a Queen, and in a Hifto- 
rical Play, contradift the known FaSs on which 
it is founded, he has, on the other Hand, 
worked up the fimple Relation of the Deaths 
of a Father and Son, in the Hiftory, into one 
Qf the moft beautiful and afFe£ling Epifodes 
imaginable. 

HoVingjhed after a circumftantial Detail of all 
tlie great A<Slions of the warlike Talbot^ Earl of 
Shrewjbury^ proceeds to give an Account of 
bis Death and that of his Son's as they were 
endeavouring to raife the Siege of ChaJIillon in 
France, 

" The 
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■ ' • . 

,- •* T\i^ Frenchmen hy^ \ity Page 640, that 
lay at the Siege, perceiving, by thofe gdod 
Runners away, that. the JEarle approached^ 
left the Siege, and retired in good Order into 
the Place which they had trenched, ditched and 
fortified with Ordnance. The Earle adver- 
tifed how the Siege was removed, hafted for- 
ward towards his Enemies, doubting moft 
left they would have been quite fled and gone 
before his comming, but they fearing the Dif- 
pleafure of the French King, who was not far 
ofF, iftheyfliould have fled, abode the Earlds 
comming, and fo received him ; who though 
he firft with manfull Courag^e, and fore feight- 
ing, wan the entrie of their Camp; yet at length 

'they compaflTed him ahout, and mooting him 
through the Thigh with an Hand-Gun, flue 
"his Horfe, and finallie killed him lying on the 
Ground whom they never durft look in the 

' Face, while he i\o6i on his Feet." 

** It was faid, that after he perceived that there 
was no Remedy but prcfent lofs of the Battd, 
he eouncelled his Son Lord Lijle^ tofave him- 
felf by Flight, fith the fame could not redound 
to any great Reproach in him, this beirtff the 
firft journey in which he had been prefent; 
many Words he ufed to perfuade him to hare 
faved his Life, but Nature fo wrought in the 
Son, that neither defire of Life, nor fear of 
Death, could either Caufe him to fhrinke, or 
convey himfelf out of the Danger, and, fo there 
manfully ended his" Life with his faid Father." 

VoL.m. H On 
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On this Incident the following Scenes are 
founded, in i^ich the Poet has given us the 
fineft Piftures imaginable, of true Hcroifin, 
paternal Tendernefs, and filial Love. 

S C £ N £9 a Field of Battle near Bourdeaux* 

Enter Talbot and hts Son. 

Talbot. 
O young John Talbot^ I did fend for the0^ 
To tutor thee in Stratagems of War, 
That Taliofs Name might be in thee revived. 
When faplefs Age, and weak unable Limbs 
Should bring thy Fathci to his drooping Chair* 
fiutp malignant and ill-boding Stars ! 
Now art thou come unto a Fcaft of Death, 
A terrible and unavoided Danger : 
Therefore, dear Boy, mount on my fwiftcft 

Horfe, 
And I'll direct thee how thou fliall efcape 
3yfuddcn Flight. Come, dally not, begone* 

John, 
Is my Name Talhot ? Am I your Son ? 
AndfliaUIfly? O if you lox^'e my Mother, 
Diihonour not her honourable Name, 
To make a Baftard, and a Slave of me. 
The World will fay, he is not Talbofi Blood 
That bafeljr fled, when Noble Talbot flood. 

Talbot. 
Fly to revenge my Death, if I be (lain. 



John 



I 
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John, 
He that flies fo, will ne'er return again. 

TALBOt. 

If we both ftay we both are fure to die. 

John. 

-TheH let me ftay, and Father do you fly : 
Your Lofs is great, foyour Regard ihould be; 
My worth unfaiown, no Lofs is known in me. 
Upon my Death, the Freufb can little boaft; 
In yours iliey wiH, in you ail Hopes are loft. 
Flight cannot ftain the Honour you have won : 
But mine it will, that no exploit have done. - 
You fled for Vantage everv one will fwearj 
But if I bow, they U fay it was for fear. 

' There is no Hope thatever Iwill ftay, 
IftheflrftHour I ihrink and run away: 
Here, on my Knees, I beg mortality. 
Rather than Life pfefeived with infamy. 

Talbot. 
Shall all thy Mother^s Hope lye in one Tomb? 

John. 
Ay rather than V\\ (faame my Mothci'v> Woml> 

Talbot. 
Upon my BleiBng I command thee gOt 

John. 
To fight I wfll, but jiottofltethe Foe^ 

Hz TaL30T^ 
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Talbot. 
Part of thy Father may be fave4 in thee, 

John, 
No Part of him> but will be Ibaine in me« 

Talbot. 
Thou never hadft Renown, nor can'ft not 
lofe it? 

' John. . 
Yes, your re|iq[wne4 Name, fhall Flight abuic . 
.it?. , . 

Talbot. 

Thy Father's Charge fl^all clesu: thee from 
that Stain. 

/• ' .1 nJoHN. u 

You c^mnot "^itn^/sfprni^j bexjijgr flain. .,, 
If Death be fo apparent, then boA fly. 

Talbot, 
And leave my Followers here to fight and die ? 
My Age was never tainted with fuch Shame. 

John. 
And fhall my Youtji b^ guilty of fuch Blame ? 
No mgre can I be fey^r'd from your Side, 
Than can yourfelf yourfelf in twain divide : 
Stay, go, do what you will, the like do 1 1 
For Yi\/p I will.ijofc. if my Fathpr die, 

* i t -l TAtJfOT* 
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Talbot. . 
Then here I take my Leave, fair Soji, 
tBorn to eclipfe thy Life this Afternoon. 
Come, fide by fide, together live and die. 
And Soul with Soul from France to Heaven fly , 

[Exeunt. 

Alarm : Excurjigns^ wherein Talbot'j Son is 
hemirCd about ^ and Talbot refcues him. 

* Talbot. 

St. George and Vidtory ! fight. Soldiers fight : 

The Regtht hath with Talbot broke his \Vord, 
- And left us to the Rage of France^ Sword. 

Where is John Talbot ? Paufe and take thy 
Breath, 

I gave thee Life, and refcued thee from Death. 

John. 
, 0:twice my Father, twice ani I thy Son r 
The Life thou gave'ft me firft, waft loft and 

done \ - 

Till with thy warlike Sword, defpightof Fate, 
To my determined Time thou gav'ft new Date. 

Talbot. ' 

When from the Dauphin's <;ireft thy Swofd 

ftruck Fire, 
It warm'd thy Father's Heart with proud Dc- 

fire, 
Of bold tac'd Vidlory. Then leaden Age 
Quick^'d with youthful Spleen and warlike 

Rage, 
Beat down AUtnfon^ Orleans^ Burgundy^ 

H3 Aiid 
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And from the Pride of Gallia refcu^d thee. 
The ireful Baftard, Orleansj Aat drew Blood 
From thee, my Boy, and had the Maidenhood> 
Of thy firft Fight, I foon eticountred ; 
And, interchanging blows, I quickly Ihed 
Some of his Bafiard Blood, and in his Difgrace 
Befpoke him thus: Contaminated, bafe. 
And mifbegotten Blood, I fpill of thine. 
Mean and right poor, for that pure Blood of 

mine, 
W hich thou didft force from Talbot my brave 

Boy 

Here, purpofing the Baftard to deftroy. 
Came in ftrong Refcue. Speak thy Fatber't 

Cart, . 
Art thou not weary; Johnf how doft thou 

£ire. 
Wilt thou yet leave the Battle, Boy, and fly. 
Now thou art feal'd tbe Son of Chivalry ? 
Fly to revenge my Death when I am cfead. 
The Help of one ftands mein little Stead. 
Oh too much folly is it, virell I wot, 
To hazard all o\ir Lives in one fmall Boat I 
If I die not to-day vfUkFrenchmin^s'Rzgi^^ 
To-morrow I (hall die with mickle Age; 
By me they nothi;ig gain ; and if I ftay, 
. 'Tisbutthe&orteningofmy Life one Day. 
In thee thy Mother dies our HouihoM's Name 
My Death*9 Revenge, thy Youth and Mf^Utufs 

Fame : 
All thefe and more, we haicafd by thy Stay: 
All thefe are feved if thou wilt fly stwiiy. 
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JdHW, 

The Sword of Orleans hath not made me 

fmait, 
Thefc Words of yours dhiw Life-blood from 

my Heart. 
Out on that Vantage bought with fuch a fliame. 
To fave a paltry Life, and flay bright Fame ! 
Before young i'albot from old Ta^t fly, 
Tlie coward Horfe that bears me fall and die ! 
And like me to die Peafant Bovs ofFrance^ 
TobeShame, Scom^andSulne&x^Miichance. 
Surely by all the Glory you have won, 
An if I fly I am not TaUvfs Son : 
Then talk no more of Fli^t, it is no Boc^; 
If Son to Talhtf die at Talhfs Foot. 

Jlarmy ExcurfietUf Enter old Talbot hi. 

Talbot. 
Where is my other Life ? mine own is gone % 
Q where is young TaWetf where is valiant 

Jobn? 
Triumphant Death, fineaPd with captivity. 
Young Talbof$ Valour makes me imtle at thee. 
When he perceived me flirink, and on my 

Knee,. 
His bloody Swoxxl he brandiih'd over me : 
And, like a hun^ Lion, did commence 
Roiigh Deeds of rage, and ftem Impatiences 
But when my angry Guardant ftood alone 
Tendring my ruin, and afl&iled of none, 
Diz^-ey'd r unr, and great ra^ of Heart, 
Suddenly made nim from my fide to fhut 
Into the cluftering Battle of the French i 

H 4 And 
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And in that Sea of Blocd, my Boy did drench 
His oVe:r mounting Spirit, and there dy'd 
My Icarusy my Bloffom ! in his Pride. 

Enter John Talbot, lorae. 

Servant. 
O my dear Lord, lo 1 where your Son is borne. 

; / TAJ.B0T. 

Thou ^liq^De^t^ ^liich laugb'ft us here to 

fcprn, , "i ^ , 
Anor, from thy mfultin^ Tyranny 
Coupled in Bonds of P^ei ^etuity. 
Two Tq{b9tSi winged thf ough the lithcr Sky 
In thy defpight ihz\\ 'fcape Mortdity. 
Qthoujfi'j^jrlfofe Wp^rg^s |jwecome hard favoured 

' 'Death! ' ^"'"^ ^* ^ 

Speak to thy Fathf r;€^r€t,tl|ou yield thy Breath. 
JtAra^e D^;^k ^y fpeaking, whftli^f |ie will or 

• ^^o^^ . ; ■ ■"': ■ .- ■ '. ) 

Imagine him a Frenchman atid thy .Foe. 
PoorBpy!. h|^ j|h|>le$ is^thix^ks^ a^ whofboidd 

v<V KUd Jjeath been French^ ; then Dcith ha4 

" died to-day. ' / ,r 

CoxBey^^ co^ev tind^ l^yjjb^.m hisT^tlj^^rS 
■ Ar9i5, • , \"\ v"-' ':•'■( V Vj-n/v 
^V. Spirit can no longer bear tbefe harm^. ^ . 
Soldiers adieu! Ihavewji^t I would have * 
N^ow my, old Arms are yoxm^ John TaWo^U 
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THE 
SECOND PART 

OF 

King Henry the Sixth. 

THE Contention between the tVo 
Houfes o^Ycrk and Lancajier fumifhe* 
the Incidents which compore this Play. 
,The Adion begins with King Henry's Mar- 
triage, which was in the twenty^ third Year of 
his Reign, and clofes with the firft Battle fought 
;at ^ti Albans and won by the York Fadlion, in 
the thirty third Year of his Reign ; fo^that it 
X takes in the Hiftory and Tranfadlions of ten 
Years. . ^ 

— -^ Shake/pear has copied Holingjhed ^xtXiy clofe-' 

ly throughout tills whole Play, except in his 

Relation of the Duke- of Suffolk'^ Death. 

H 5 The 
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The Chronicle tells us^ that Kins Henry ^ to 
fatisfy the Nobility and People, wno hated this 
Favourite^condemnedhimtoBaniihinent'durii^ 
x\it Space of five Years. In his Pafl^e to 
Francs he was taken by a Ship of War belong- 
ing to the Duke of ExeOr^ Conftable of the 
Tower ; the Captain of whidi Ship carried him 
into DiVir Road, and there fmick off his 
Head on the Side of a Cock -boat. 

In Sbakefpear^ he is taken by Englijb Pyrates 
on the Coaft of Kent^ who, notwithftanding 
the large Ranfom he offers them, reiblve to 
murder him: One ofAem, in the Courfeof 
his Converfation with the Duke, tells .him, 
that his Name is Walter Whitmore ; and obferv-t 
-ing him flart, afks him, if he is frighted at 
Death, to which Suffolk replied. 

Thy Name affrights mc> in whofe Sound b 

Death, 
A cunning Man did calculate tm Birth, 
And told me that by fVali^r I mould die^ 

^ This Circumftance is not to be found, either 
in Hall or HoUngJhedi and as it has ^:eatly 
the Air of Fidiion, Shaiefpear probably bor- 
rowed it from the fame Tale that fumifhed 
him with the Loves of Suffolk and the Queeni 
on which feveral paffionate Scenes in thisrlay, 
a:^ well as the former, are Built. 

THE 
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T HE 

THIRD PART 
OF 

King Henry the Sixth. 

THE Scene of this Plav opens juft after 
the Battle of 5/. Alianty wherein the 
York Faftion was Vi^ortous, and 
clofes with the Murder of King Henry the fixth 
and the Birth of Prince Edward^ afterward* 
King Edward i^itfif&i I (o that this Hiftory 
takes in the fpace of fixteen Years, The Fa^^ 
are all extradbed ftom HoUngflndy and moft of 
the Incidents very clofely copied. The ftrug- 
gle between, the two Houfes of Tork and Lan^- 
c^Jiir for the Crown t>eing the SubjeA purfued 
in this Drama, every Scene almoft prefents 
us wjth a new Battle, a flying Army,, or the 
Carnage of a bloody Field \ vmere the inhu- 
H 6 man 
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man Conquerors unfated with the Slaughters of 
the Fight, facrifice their defencelefs Enemies 
to the Fury of their Revenge, and ^ult over 
them, when dying, with a Cruelty truly di- 
abolicaK ' 

Shake/pear has given th^ fame inconfiftent 
and improper Manners to all the chief Pcrfons 
in this Play 5 the brave old Duke oi Tork^ the 
gallant i?//wtfr^ his Son, afterwards Kin^, the 
heroic Wartutcky whom the Poet fo ejiten ftyles 
the Maker and Subduer of Kings, ^ are all 
Murderers \ at once the Heroes and the Villains 
of the Scene, equally exciting our Praife and 
Deteftation. The f oe^, in order to difplay 
this predominant Paffion, Cruelty, in Charac- 
ters where it is left expe<9:ed to be found, the 
Heroe and the Prince, has not fcrupled to vi- 
.olate fometimes the Tfuth of Hiftory. 

The Chronicles- fay, that the Puke j)f Tork^ 
who prefended to the CroVnV was killed ^n the 
Battle oifVakefield^ and being found dead in the 
Field by the Lord Clifford^ he cut off his Head 
and prefented itto the Queen o^Hcnry the fixth, 
who was in Perfon at this Battle. Shakejpear 
makes him to be taken Prifbner by the Earls of 
Northumberland •Sils.diCllffordy who bring him 
to the Quetri and afk what (he would have 
' done to him t To which fhe replies, 

QytEN. ■ : • - • 
Brave Warriors, Clifford dxi^ Northumherland 
' ' , ' Come 
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Come, make him ilarid upon this Mole-hill 

here. 
That raMght at Mountains with otit-llreched 
Arms, . • 

* Yet parted but the Shadow with his Hand : 

What,* was it you, that would be Englan^s 
i King? 

Was't you, that revelFd in our Parliament, 
And made a Preachment of jrour high Defcent? 
' Where are your Mefs of Sons to back you 

now, 
^TThe wanton Edward and the lufty' Geairge?^ 
And wher's that valiapt crook-back'd Prodigy ? 
.Dicky your Boy, fliat with his grumbling 

voice. 
Was wont to cheer his Dad in Mutinies ? 
Or,widi the reft, where is yplir darling /?«//^»^? 
Look, York^ I ftain'd this Napkin with the 
Blood 
- 'That vaKarit Gliffhrd^ with his Hapier's^ Point, 
Made ifliie from the Bofbm of the Boy : 
^nd if thine Eyes can water for his Efeath 
^' I give thee 'this to dry thy Cheeks withal. 
' Alas poor York! biit that I hate thee deadly 
' I fhould lament thy miferable State. 
I prythee grieve to make me merry York. 
What, hath thy fiery Heart foparcht thine Eii- 

trails 
That not a Tear can fall for Rutland^s Death ? 
Why art thou patient Man? thou fhouldft, 

be mad, 
And I to make thee mad, do mock thee thus : 
Stamp, rave and fret, that I may fing and dance. 
Thou would'ft be f«c*d, I fee, to make me 
Sport: * • 

'. ' ' -Ydrk 



158 ShakeJ^ Hkfiratid. 

Tdrk cannot ipe^k ualcis he wear a Croviu 
A Crown for 3V*— — And, Lords, bow low- 
to him; 
Hold you his Hands, while I do fet it on* 

[putting a P^ptr Crown on bis Head. 
Ay, marry Sir, now looks he like a Ki^- 
Ay, this is he, that took King Hair^s Chair; 
And this is he, was his adopted Heir. 
But how is it that great PlantaMmt 
Is crownM fo foon, and broke his (blemn Oath 
As I bethink me, you fhould not be King 
Till our King Hmry had ihook Hands widi 

Death. 
.And will ]|^oupale your Head in Hinr/s Glory 
And rob his Temples of the Diadem, 
Now in his Life, againft your holy Oath? 
Oh, 'tis a Fault too too unpardonable. 
OfF with the Crown, and with the Crown his 

Head; 
And wfailft we breathy, take Tinl^e tD«do him 
dead. 

With this more than fiendUke Cruelly, has 
5i&^{/^^jr repreiented a Queen, whofe Motives 
for taking Arms were far from being unjuft; 
the recovery of her Hufband's Liberty and 
. Crown, ana the reftoring her Son to the Kights 
and Privileges of his Birth. And for the Sake 
of this fhocKing Abfurdity in the Manners of 
a Female Chara6):er, in fo high a Rank, be 
contradids a known Fa6l in Hiftory, and 
makes one of the greateft Captains of the 
Age die by the cowardly Stabs of a Woman, 
and a RufSan, >^o, according to the Chro* 
nicies fell in the Field of Battle, covered with 
Wounds and Glory* 

la 
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^ In the next KQty CUff^ri is (hewn in the 
pangs of Deaths with the great Warwick^ 
King £</u;tfr^andhis Brothers exulting over 
him and embittering hi$ laft Moments with the 
moft unmanly Bailings* 

£t>WA&0# 
Bring forth that fatal Screech-owl to our Houfe 
That nothing funs but Death to us and ours : 
Now Death fhall ftop his difinal threatening 

Soimd 
And his ill-boading Tongue, no more fhall 

fppak, 

Warwick. 
I think, his «nderftanding is bereft ; 
Speak Clifford^ doft thou know who fpeaks to 

thee? 
Dark cloudy Death o'er-fliades his beams of 

Life 
And he nor kti^y nor hears us what we fay. 

Richard. 
O would he did! and {oj perhaps, he dotlu 
'Tis but his Policy to counterfeits 
Becaufe he would avoid fuch bitter Taunts 
As in the Time of Death he giave our Father. 

Clarence. 
If fo thou think'ft, vex him with eager Words. 

Richard. 
Clifford^ afk Mercy^ and obtain no Grace,, 

JEdward; 
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Edward. 
Clifford^ repent in boodefs Penitence. 

Warwick. 
Cliffordy devife Excufes for thy Faults. 

GlarekCe. . 
While we devife fell tortures for thy Faults. 

Richard. 
Thou did'ft love Yorky zxi^ I am Son to York. 

Edward. - 

Thou pitied'ft Rutland^ I will pity thee. 

Clarence 
Where's Captain Margaret^ to fence you now. 

Warwick.^ " , ' " ' 
They mock thee .Cliffordy fwear as thou waft 
wont. - - t i . 

. ^ Richard, 

What not an Qatii, nay then die World goes 

hard. 
When Clifford Q2innoX. fpare his Friends ah Oath. 
1 know by that he's dead; and by my Souf " 
If this right Hand, would buy but two Hour's 

Life, 
That I in all difpight might rail at him, - - 
This Hand {hould chop it off, and v\rith the if- 

fuing Blood 
Stifle the Vfllain, whofe unftanChed thfrft, ^ 
^Yori and young Rutland qomIA notfatisfy, 

Fof 
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For many of the Murders which the Follow- 
ers of each Party commit on thofe of the other 
in this Play, Shakefpear had no Foundation in 
the Hiftory; but diat of the young 'Earl of 
Rutland by Clifford^ is copied with all its Cir- 
cumftances from Holingjhed. The Charafter 
of King Henry the Sixth, whofe unfortunate 
Reign makes the Subjedt of thcfe three Plavs, 
is drawn by Shakefpear exactly conformable 
to that given him by the Hiftorians. As to the 
Manner of his Death, feveral different Opi- 
nions prevailed ; but the Poet, bv making the 
Duke of Gloucejiir murder him m the Tower^ 
has followed that which was moft probable and 
moft generally believed 
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THE 

LIFE and DEATH 

O F • 

King Richard the Third- 



THIS Tragedy, tho* it is called the Life 
and Deam of Richard the third, takes 
in, at moft, but the laft eight Years of 
his Time. The Scene opens with the Im- 
prifonment of Giorgi Duke of C/arence in the 
Tifwer^ ^icb happened in the beginning of the 
Year 1477, ana doCes with the Death of 
Ricbard at Bo/wwfb Field ; which Battle was 
fought on the Z2ii of Jugufty in the Year 
1485. 

The hiftorical Fa£b are all taken from £&/- 
ingfied^ and die Chara^rs all clofely copied 
from that Authors that of Richard Ae third 
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has been ccnfured as monfirous, the Pi<£l:ureof 
'a Fiend and not a Man ; and too exquifitely 
wicked to be reprefented on the Stage. *Tis 
certain however, that Shake/pear has uot ag- 
gravated the Vices and Cruelty of this Prince; 
he paints him fuch as Hiftory has tranfmitted 
him to us ; and if his Charafter fliocks us more 
in the Scene than the Stoty, *tis becaufe the 
Colours of the Poet are more lively, his 
Expreffion ftronger, and the Lights he (hews 
him in more ' diverfified J but die Subje<S in 
both is the fanle. The qualities of his Mind 
and Perfon are thus funmied up by HolingJheL 

•< As he was fmall and little of Stature, fo 
was he of Body greatly deformed, the one Shoul- 
der higher than the -other, his»Fs^e was fmall, 
but his Countenance* citiel^ and iijc)i tliat«tie 
firft Afpedl a Man would judge it to fmell and 
favour of Malice, Fraud and Deceit j when he 
flood mufmg) he would bite and: chaw l^s 
nether Lip j as who laid, that hi? fierce Nature 
always chafed, ftirred arid was ever unquiet: 
befide, that the Dagger which he wore, be 
would (when he ftuoied) with his Hand pluck 
up and down in the Sheath to the mid'fl-, never 
drawing itfullie out. He was of a ready, preg- 
nant and quick Wit, wielie to feirc, and apt 
to diflemble : He had a proud Mind, and an 
arrogant Stomach, the which accompanied 
him even to his Death, rather choofing to fuf- 
ferthe fameby duit of Sword^ than, being 
forfaken and left helplefs of his unfaithful Ccm- 
panions, to preferve by eowardlie Flight, fuch 
a frail and uncertain Life,' 'which by Maliee, 



Shake/pear Illujiratecl. 165 

Sicknefs, or condigne Punifhment, was like 
fliortly ta ^ome to coiifufion/' 

This Charafter is the very fame widi that 
dra'wn of him by Shake/pear ; but the latter is 
made more ftrikmg by the wonderful Propriety 
of the Manners and Sentiments he every where, 
throughout the Play, attributes to him. If 
Shak^pear is in any Inftance to be blamed for 
keeping too clofe to the Hiftorian, it is for 
dignifying the laft Moments of this bloody 
Tyrant with fuch fhining Proofs of ^Fortitude 
and Valour, as, notwithftanding theDetdla- 
tion we conceived at his cruelties, muft force 
frohi us an involuntary Applaufe. The Hiflory 
tells us he fought bravely in that Battle which 
decided his Fate, and, overpowered as he was 
by Numbers, difdained to favc his Life by 
Flight. 

, Shakefpear improves this into the following 
noble Defcription, which has indeed this im- 
proper Effe£l, that our hatred of the Tyrant is 
wholly loft in our Admiration of the Heroe. 

'Alarm. Exturjions, Enter Cztdby^ 

V Catesby. 
Refcue, ) my Lord of Njorfdk^ refcue,- ' refciie: 
The King etiaftsf more wonders than a Man, 
Daring an Oppofite to every Danger! 
His Bforfe is flain and all on Foot he fights 
Seeking for Richmond'm the Throat of Deadi. 

, • Alarm. 
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f 

Jlarwu Entir King Richard* 

K. RXCRA&D. - 

AHorfe! aHorfe! mj Kingdom for a Horie! 

Catbsby. 
Wididraw, my Lord, m help you to a Harit« | 

K. Richard. 
SlavCf I haveiet my Life upon a Caft, 
And I will ftand die Hazard of die Dye. 

There are feveral of Sbake^an kiOnrical 
Plays which take in a greater Q>iiipa{s of Time ^ 

' than diis, but none in which the abfurdity of 
crowding the Events of many Years into a 
Reprefentation of three Hours, is made fo 
glaring. This, no doubt, is occafioned by the 
very unartful Difpofitron of the Incidents which, 
thou^ made up of diftant Events, follow one 
anomer without the leaft Preparation, widiout 
the Intervention of an Ad, or Change of. 
Scene, to give the Spe£fator*s Imagination^ 
room to cheat itfelf agreeably, by fupplying 
that Diftance of Time necefury tor the giv- 
ing any Probabili^todie Story. To^be con- 
vinced of this one need only confider the Con- 
dud of the firft Part of the fourth Ad, where 
Richard^ for the firft Time, enters as King, 
his Nephew Prince Edwardy and the Duke of 
Tork being ftill alive: He declares his Appre- 
hcnfions of them to the Duke of Buckingham^ 

. by whofc AiEftancc he had ufurpcd the Crown, 

and 



Sbakefpear Skftrated. x6y 

ind preflb him to give Confent to ftelr Mur* 
der. 

The Duke demands a Minute's Leifiire to 
coniider pf his Propofal, and goes out; iU* 
chard immediately afks his Page, if he can re- 
commend any Perfon to him that will under^- 
take a Murder for Reward ; the Page names 
^yrrelj and goes to fetch him ; Kiii^ Richard 
then addreffing himfelf to one of his Confix 
dents, fays : 

Come hither, Catefiy^ rumour it abroaSl, 
That Anne my Wife is fick, and like to die* 
I will take Order for her keeping clofe« 
Inquire me out (bme mean-born Gendeman,. 
Whom I- will many ftrait to Ciarence* Daugh- 
ter, 
(The Boy is foolifh)^ and I fear him not) 
Jt/ook how thou dream'ft. — I lay again, givo 

out 
That Anne my Wife is lick, and like to die. 
About it, for it ftands me much upon 
To ftop aU Hopes, whofe Growth may da* 

mage me : 
I muft be married to my Brother's Dai^ter, 
Or elfe my Kingdom uands on britde Glafs \ 
Murder her Brothers, and then many her. 
Uncertain Way of Gain ! But I am m 
So fkr in Blood, that Sin will pluck on Sin. 
Tear-falling Pity dwells not in this Eye ! 

This Soliloquy is interrupted by TyrreK 
whom Richard difpatches to the Tower^ with 
Orders to kill the young Princes imprifoned 

there. 
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there. J8«f^i«fA<7« then re-enters, and is be^t 
ginning to acquaint Richard with his Refolu- 
tion concerning the Princes, but is flopped by 
the Tyrant, who changes the Diicourfe; 
^Buckingham thereupon demands the Earldom 
of Hereford^ which the King had promifed 
him; the King makes evafiye Anfwers, till 
being hard prefled by the Duke, he retires, 
and Buckingham declaring he will fly to Breck* 
nocky goes off. 

Tyrrel then enters, and informs the Audi- 
ence that the two Princes are murdered by 
Dighton and Forreft^ whom he had fuborned 
to commit this cruel Aftion ; the King coming 
in, he tells him his Commands had been per- 
formed ; Richard difmifles him, with a Pro- 
mife of Preferment, and then proceeds to give 
the Audience an AccQupt ; of what he had 
*dxMie during his Abfence of two Minutes. ^ 

• King/RjcHAi?:D. 

The Son of Clarence have I pent up clofe ; 
"His Daughter meanly have I matchM in Mar- 
riage; 
And Jnne my Wife hath bid this World good 
t -Night. , . 

Twb or three Speeches, backwards we find 

him difpatching Catejhy to fpread a Report, 

** That his Queen >^w, was Sick and like to 

'' die." And alfo to enquire for fome mean 

' Born Gentleman to whom he might marry 

' Clarences Daughter ; : and fqarce two Minutes 

" areelapfedtiH we are informed all this is done: 

• ' * Buckingham 
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ickingham this Moment tells us, that he will 
to Brecknock to fave his Head, and fcarcc 
s he quitted the Scene when Catejby comes in 
d tells us that, , ' 

ickinghanty back'd with the hardy Waljhmett^ 
in the Field, and ftill his Power increafeth, 

jfurdities like thefe are fuch a grofs Abufe of 
I Underftanding, that all the Beauties we find 
Lttered throughout this Play, can hardly at- 
le for them. 
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THE 

L I F E 

OF 

King Henry the Eighths 

THIS Play, tho' called. The Life af 
King Henry the eighth^ takes in only 
the Tranfaftions of twelve Years of 
his Reign. ' The AAion of it begins with the 
arrefting the Duke of Buckingham for high 
; Treafon ; which happened in the thirteenth 
. Year of this King's Reign, and clofcs with 
the Birth of the Princefs ^V/s^^^/i, afterwards 
Queen of England y which was on the twentj- 
fifth. 

The hiftorical Fads upon which this Play Is 
founded, are all extracted from HoUngfhed\ 
the Charafters generally drawn clofely after 
this Hiftorian, and many of the Speeches 
copied almoft literally from him. 

I 2 T^^ 
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The Accufation, Tryal, and Death of the 
Duke of Buckinghaniy - makes a very alFeding 
Incident in this Play. 

Shake/pear has been exadHy juft to hifiorical 
Truth, in making Cardinal IVolfey the fole Con- 
triver of this Nobleman's Fall ; whofe Charader 
as it is thus fummed up by King Henryy is 
perfectly agreeable to that given him by Holing- 
Jhed. 

r King 
The Gentleman is learn'd, amoft rare Speaker, 
So Nature none more bound, his Training 

fuch, 
"^That "he may furnifh and inftruft great Teach- 
ers, 
And never feek for Aid out of himfelf* 

The Accufations the Duke's Surveyor brings 
againll him, in the firfl: Aft, before the King 
and Council, are an Abridgment of all the 
Articles upon which his Indiftment of high 
Treafon w^as founded, as they are fet dow^n at 
length by Holingfhed: King Henry in the Play, 
after hearing thefe Articles, configns him over 
to the Lavir, in much tlie fame Words with the 
Hiftorian, 

Call him to prefent Tryal, if he may 
Find Mercy in the Law, 'tis his, if none. 
Let him not feek't of us. 

The King, hearing the Accufation enforced 
to the uttermoft by the Cardinal, made this 

Anfwer: 



\ 
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Anfwer: ** If the Duke have deferved to be 
punifheJ, let him have accordingto his Deferts." 
The Account Shakefpear gives of his Behaviour 
at his Tryal, agrees exaclly with that of Hol^ 
ingjhed^ from whom he copies it clofely. 

First Gent. 

The great Dulce 
Came to the Bar; where, to his Accufations 
He pleaded ftill not guilty ; and alledg'd 
Many (harp Reafons to defeat the Law. 
The King's Attorney, on the contrary 
Urg'd on Examinations, Proofs, Confeflions* 
Of divers Witnefles, which the Duke defir'd 
To have brought viva voce to his Face ; 
At which appeared againft him his Surveyor, 
Sir Gilbert Pack\\\^ Chancellor, and yohn Court 
ConfefTor to him, with that Devil-monk 
Hopkins y that made this m'ifchief. 

Second Gent. 
That was he, 
That fed him with his Prophecies. 

First Gekt. 
The fame. 

All thefc accufed him ftrongly, which he fain 
Would have flung from him; but indeed, he 

could not ; 
And fo his Peers upon this Evidence 
Have found him guilty of high Treafon, 

Much 
He fpoke; and learnedly for Life, but all 
Was either pitied in him, or forgotten. 

Secq^o 
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Second Gent. Kmei 

After all this, how did he clear himfelf. Tlie 

ddiv 

First Gent. Tow 

When he was brought again to the Bar, to fiud, 

hear hath 

His Knell rung out, his Judgment, he was mift 

ftirr'd wh€ 

With fuch an A|ony, he fweat extreamly ! for 3 

And fomething ^oke in Choler, ill and hafly: ord< 

But he fell to hinifelf again, and fweetly P^» 

In all the reft fliew'd a moft nobk Patience. to ^ 

Fb 
Holin^Jhed^ Page 865. 
*< When the Lords had taken their Place, 

the Duke was brought to the Bar, a«d upon ^ 

his Arraignment, pleaded not guilty^ and put -B 

himfelf upon his Peers. Then was his Indite- C 

ment read, which the Duke denied to be true, f^ 

and (as he was an eloquent Man) all edged | I 

Reafons to falfify the Inditement, pleading ^ 

the Matter for his own Juftification very pi- ^ 

thily and earneftly. The King's Attorney ^ 

againft the Duke's Reafons alledged the Ex- ^ 

ammations, Confeflions, and Proofs of Wit- ^ 
niefles. 

The Duke defired that the Witneffes might 
be brought forth. And then came befoi^ hiih 
Charles Knevet^ Perk^ de Iq Ccurif and Hop" 
kins the Monk of the Priory of the Charter- 
houfe befrde Bath^ which, like a fdfe Hypocrite, 
had induced the Duke to the Treafon with his 
f^lfe iorged Prophefies. Divers Prefumptions 

^d 



€ 



^ 
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and Acciifations were laid unto him^ by Charles 
Kmvet^ which he would fain have covered. 
The Depofitions were read, and the Deponents 
delivered as Prifotters to the Officers of the 
Tower. Then fpake the Duke of Norfolk and 
feid, my Lord, the King our Sovereign Lord 
huth commanded that you iliall have his Law 
mtniftred with Favour and Right to you, 
wherefore if you have any other 7'hing to fay 
fbr yourfelf, you fhall be heard. Then he wa^ 
ordered to withdraw him> and fo was led into 
Paraiice^ a Houfe fo named. The Lords went 
to Councel a great While and after took their 
Places. 

Then faid the Duke of Norfolk to the Duke 
df &ufffflk^ what fay you of Sir EdwardiyxxV^oi 
Buckingham toucWng the high Treafon : The 
Duke of 5»jft/i anfwercd. He is guilty, and 
fb faid the Mar^is and all the other Earls and 
Lords^ Thus was this PrJinoe Duke of Buckin^ 
ghmn found guilty of high Treafon, by a Duke 
^nd a Marquis, itvcn Earls and twelve Bar- 
Fon«. The Duke was brought to the Barr foie 
chafing, and fweat marveloully, and after he 
had made his Reverence, he paufed a Whije^ 
The Duke oi Norfolk as Judge faid. Sir Edward 
you have heard how you be indited of high 
Treafon, • you pleaded thereto not guilty, put- 
ting yo^rfelf to the Peers of the Realm, who 
have found you guilty. • Then the Duke of 
Norfolk weept and faid. you fhall be led to the 
King's Prifon, and there laid on a Hurdle and 
fo drawn to the Place of Execution, and there 
hanged^ cut down alive, your Members cutofF 
• . I 4, and 
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and caft into the Fire, your Bowels burnt \ 
before you, your Head fmitten ofF, and your 
Body quartered and devidcd at the King's Will, 
and God have mercy on your Soul. 

The Duke of Buckivgham^ faid, my Loi^d 
of Norfolk you have faid as a Traitor (hould 
be faid unto, but I was never anie : But my 
Lords I nothing malign for that you have done 
to me, but the eternal God forgive you my 
Death, and I dc, I fhall never fue to the King 
for Life, howbeit he is a gracious Prince, and 
more Grace may come from him than I defire, 
I deHre you my Lords and all my Fellows to 
pray for me. Then was the Edge of the Ax 
turned towards him, and he led into a Barge, Sir 
Thomas Lovel defired him to fit upon the Cufhins 
and Carpet ordained for him : He faid nay; for 
when I went to Wejiminjier I was Duke of 
Buckingham,^ now I am but Edward Bohune 
the mod caitife of the World. Thus they 
landed at ihtTempIe^ wheic Sir Nicholas Hawfe 
and Sir IVilliam Sands received him and led 
''^ m through the City, who defired the People 
to pray for him, of whom fome weept and la- 
mented, ar;d faid this is the End of evil Life: 
Gcd forgive him he was a proud Prince, it is 
Pity he behaved him fo againft the King and 
Liege Lord, whom God prefer\'e. Thus 
about four of the Clock he vvas brought as a 
caft Man to the Tower. 

The Friday the 17th May eleven of the 
Clock, this Duke of Buckingham^ Earl of 
Hertford^ Stafford and Northampton^ with a 

great 
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great Power was delivered to John Reim 2.nd, 
yohn Skev'mgton SherifFes, who led him to the 
-JjcafFold on Tower-hill^ where he faid he had 
offended the King's Grace and defired all 
Noblemen to beware by him, and all Men to 
pray for him, and that he trufted to die the 
King's true Man. 

The Subftance of what the Duke here fays 
at his Execution, Shakefpear has interwoven 
into the following Speeches ; which, from the 
pathetic Eloquence they contain, and peculiar 
Propriety with which they are adopted to the 
Character and Circumftances of the Speeches, 
derive an inexpreilible Grace and Beauty. 

Enter Buckingham from his Jrraignment 
(Tipflaves before him^ the Axe with the 
Edge towards him^ Halherts on each fide) 
accompanied by Sir Thomas LoveU, Sir 
Nicholas Vaux, S/r William Sands, and 
common People* 

Buckingham. 

All good People, 
You that thus far have come to pity me, 
Hear what I fay, and then go honie and lofe 

me : 
I have this Day received a Traitor's Judgment, 
And by that Name muft die, yet Heav'n bear 

Witnefs, 
And if I have a Confcience, let it fink me 
Even as the Axe falls, if I be not faithful. 
To the Law I bear no Malice for my Death; 
.^T has done, upon the Premifes but Juftlce : 

I 5 B^t 
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But thofe that fought it, I could wifli more 

Chriftians; 
Be what thevwill, Iheartily forgive them; 
Yet let 'em look, they glory not in mifchief; 
Nor build their evils the Graves of great Men, 
For then my guiltlefs Blood muft cry againft 'em 
For further Life in this JVorld I ne'er hope 
Nor v^ill I fue, altho' the King have Mercies 
More than I dare make Faults. You few that 

lovM me. 
And dare be bold to weep for Buckingham 
His noble Friends and Fellows, whom to leave 
Is only bitter to him, only dying ; 
Go with me, like good Angels to my End: 
And 2s the long Divorce of Steel falls on mc, 
Make of your rrayers one fweet Sacrifice. 
And lift my Soul to Heaven. Lead on, o'God's 

Name. 

LOVELL. 

I do befcech your Grace for Charity, 

If ever any Malice in your Heart 

Were hid againft me. now forgive me frankly, 

Buckingham. 
Sir Thomas Lovellj I as free forgive you. 
As I would be forgiven : I forgive all. 
There cannot be diefe numberlefs Offences 
'Gainft me, I can't take peace with : No black 

Envy 
Shall make my Grave Commend me to his 

Grace ; 
And if he fpeak of Buckingham •y pray tell him, 
Vou met him half in Heaven : My Vows and 

Prayr's 

Yet 

\ 
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Yet aye the King's, and, till my Soul forfake 

me 
Shall cry for Bleflin^s on him. May he live 
Longer than I have Time to tell his Years, 
Ever beteved and loving, may his Rulcrbe, 
And when old Time fealllead him to his End 
Goodnefs and he fill up one Monument, 

LOVELL. 

To th* Water fide I muft conduft yourGrace, 
n[^hen give my Charge to Sir Nicholas Vaux 
Who undertakes you to your End. 

Vaux. 

Prepare there. 
The Duke is coming : See the Barge , be ready 
And fit it with fiich Furniture as fuits 
The greatnefs of his Perfon, 

Buckingham. 

Nay, Sir Nicholas 
Let it alone) my State now will but mock me. 
When I came hither, I was Lord high Con- 

ftable 
And Duke of Backingham^ now poor Edward 

Bohone, 
Yet I am richer than my bafc Accufers, 
That never knew what Truth meant : I now 

fed it; 
And with that Blood will make them one Day 

groan for't. 
My noble Father, Henry of Buckingham^ 
Who firft rais'd head againft ufurping Richard^ 
Flying for Succour to his Servant Banijier^ 
Being diftrefs'd, was by that Wretch betray'd, 
'16 And 
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And without Tryal fell : God's Peace be with 

him \ 
Henry the Seventh fucceeding, truly pitying 
My Father's Lofs, like amoftroyal Prince 
Reftor'd tome my Honours ; and from Ruins, 
Made my Name once more noble. Now his 

Son, 
Henry die Eighth, Life, Honour, Name, and 

all 
That made me happy, at one Stroke has taken 
Por ever from the World. I had my Tryal, 
And muft needs lay, a noble one j which 

makes me 
A little happier than my wretched Father : 
Yet thus far we are one in Fortune, both 
Fell by our Servants, bv thofe Men we lov'd: 
A moft unnatural and raithlefs Service ! 
Heav'n has an End in all : Yet, you that hear 

me, *" 

This from a dying Man receive^ as certain : 
Where you are lib'ral of your Loves and Coun-> 

fds. 
Be furc, you be not loofej thofe you make 

Friends, 
And give your Hearts to, when they once per- 
ceive 
Theleaft Rub in your Fortunes, /all away 
Like Water from ye, never found again 
But where they mean to fmk ye. All good 

People 
Pray for me I I muft leave ye, the laft Hour 
Of my long weary Life is come upon me ; 
Farewell ! and when you would fay fome- 

thing fad, 

Sp^ak 



i. 
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Speak how I fell — I've donp, and God for- 
give me. 

The Divorce of Queen Catharine from King 
Henry the Eighth, makes one of the principal 
Incidents of this Play. Shake/pear has here fo 
clofely copied Holingjhed as well in the Fails 
as the Speeches of the chief Perfons concerned 
in this Affair, that it will be neceffary to tran- 
fcribe the Paflages both from the Jliftorian and 
Poet, if we would judge of their Similarity. 

HoUngJhed^ Page 906. 
** Ye have heard how the People talked a 
little before the Cardinal's going over into 
France the laft Year, that the King was told 
by Dr. Longlandy Bilhop of Lincoln^ and 
others, that his Marriage with Qi^ieen Kath- 
rine could not be good nor lawful. The Truth 
is, that whether this Doubt was firft moved 
by the Cardinal, or by the faid Longland^ be- 
ing the King's Confeflbr, the King was not 
only brought in Doubts, whether it Was a 
lawful Marriage or no \ but alfo determined to 
have the Cafe examined, cleered, and adjudged, 
by Learning, Law, and fufficient Authority, 
The Cardinal verily was put in moft Blame 
for this Scruple now caft into the King's Con- 
fcience, for the Hate he bore to the rlmperor, 
becaufe he would not grant to him the Arch- 
biflioprick of Tolede^ for the which he was a 
Suiter 5 and therefore, he did not only pro- 
cure the King of England to join in Friendfhip 
with the French King, but alfo fought a Di- 
vorce betwixt the King ^d Queen, that the 

King 
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King might have in Marriage the Dutchefs trf 
Alanfon^ Sifter to the French King ; and (as 
foine have thought) he travelled in that Mat- 
ter with the French King 2X Amiens : But the 
Dutchefs would not give Ear thereunto. 

But howfoever it came about, that the King 
was thus troubled in Confcience concerning 
his Marriage, this followed, that, like a wife 
Mid fage Prince, to have the Doubt clearly 
removed, he caUed together, the beft learned of 
the Realm, which were of feveral Opinions. 
Wherefore, he thought to know the l>uth by 
indifferent Judges, left, peradventure the Spa- 
niards, and other alfo in favour of the Queen, 
would lay, that his own Subjefts were not in- 
different Judges in this Behalf; and therefore, 
he wrote his Caufe to Rome, and likewife fcnt 
to all the Univerfities in Italy and France, and 
to the great Clerks of all Chriftendome^ to 
know their Opinions, and defired the Court of 
Rome to fend into his Realm a Legate, which 
fhould be indifferent and of great and pro- 
found Judgment, to hear the Caufe debated. 
At whofe Kequeft the whole Confiftory of the 
College of Rome fent thither Laurence Cam- 
ptius SL Prieft Cardinal, a Man of great Wit 
and Experience, which was fent hither before, 
in the tenth Year of this King, and with him 
was joined in Commiffion the Cardinal of 
\tirk and Legate of England, 

This Cardinal came to London in OSfober, 
and did intimate both to the King and Queen 
the Caufe of hisn coming, MHhich being known, 

great 
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great Talk was had thereof. The Archbifee^p 
of Canterbury feik for the famous Doftors of 
both the Univerfitie^, to Lambeth ; and there 
were every Day DHputations and Communings 
of this Matter. And becau(e the King meant 
nothing but uprightly therein, and knew that 
the Queen was fomething wedded to her own 
Opinion, and wifhed that fhe fhouW do no- 
thing without Counfel, he bad her choofe the 
beft Clerks of his Realme to be of her Coun- 
eel, and licenced t^em to do the beft on her 
Part that they could, according to the Truth. 
Then (he elefted JViltiam JVarham^ Archbi- 
ihop of Canterbury^ and Nicholas Weji^ Bifhop- 
of jE/rV, Doftors of the Laws ; and "John 
Fijherj Bifhop of Rochejler^ and Henry Standijh^ 
Bifhop of St, Afaph^ Doftors of Divinity ; and 
many other Doftors and well-learned Men, 
which, for Surety, like Men of great Learn- 
ing, defended her Caufe as far as Learning 
might maintain and hold it up. 

About this time was received into Favour 
Stephen Gar diner ^ whofe Service he ufed in 
Matters of great Secrecy and Weight, admit- 
ting him in the room of Dr. Pace^ the which 
being continually abroad in Ambaflages, and 
the fame oftentimes not much neceSary, by 
. the Cardinal's Appointment, at length he 
took fuch Gnef therewith that he fell out of 
his right Wits. 

The Place where the Cardinals fhould fit to 
hear the Caufe of Matrimony betwixt the King 
luid Queen, was at the Black Friars in London j 

where, 
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where, in the great Hall was Preparation 
made of Seats, Tables, and othec Furniture, 
according to fuch a folemn Seffion and royal 
Appearance. The Court was platted in Tables 
and Benches in manner of a Confiftory, one 
Seat raifed higher for the Judges to (it in ; 
then, as it were in the midft of the faid Judges, 
aloft above them three Degrees high, was a 
Cloth of State hanged, with a Chair royal un- 
der the fame, wherein fat the King j and be- 
fide him, fome Diftance from him, fat the 
Queen ; and under the Judges Feet fat the 
Scribes and other Officers; the chief Scribe 
was Dr. Stevens^ and the Caller of tlie Court 
was one Cooke of Winchejier, 

Then, before the King and Judges, with- 
in the Court, fat the Archbifliop of Canterbury ^ 
Warham^ and all the other Bilhops. Then 
ftood at both Ends within, the Councellors 
learned in the fpiritual T/aws, as well the 
King's as the Queen's. The Dodtors of Law 
for the King had their convenient Rooms : 
Thus was the Court furriiflied. The Judges 
commanded Silence whilft th^ir Comnlifficn 
was read, both to the Court and to the People 
afTembled \ that done the Scribes commanded 
the Crier to call the King by the Name of, 
%ing Henry (j/* England, come into the Court., . 
&c. with that the King anfwered and faid. 
Here : Then called he the Queen, by the 
Name of, Kathrine ^teen of England, come 
into the Courts Sec, who made no Anfwer, 
but rofe out of her Chain 

And 
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And becaufe fhe could not come direftly to 
the King for the Diftance fevered between 
them, fhe went about by the Court, and came 
to the King, kneeling down at his Feet; to 
whom (he iaid in efFedt as followeth : Sir, I 
defire you to do me Juftice and Right, and 
take fome Pity on me, for I am a poor Wo- 
man, and Stranger born out of your Domi- 
nions, having here no indifferent CounccI, 
and lefe Affurance of Friendfliip. Alas, Sir, 
what have I offended you, or what Occafion 
of Difpleafure haye I ihewed you, intending 
thus to put me from you after this Sort. T 
take God to my Judge, I have been to you a 
true and humble Wife,' ever conformable to 
your Will and Pleafure, that never contraried 
or gainfaid any thing thereof ; and being al- 
ways contented with all things wherein you 
had any Delight, whether little or much, 
without Grudge or Difpleafure ; I loved, for 
your fake, all them whom you loved, whe- 
ther they were my Friends or Enemies. I 
have been your Wife thefe twenty Years and 
more, and you have had by me diverfe Chil- 
dren 5 if there be any juft Caufe that you can 
allege againft me, either of Diflionefty, or 
Matter lawful to put me from you, I am con- 
tent tp depart, to my Shame and Rebuke ; and 
if there be none, then I pray you to let me 
have Juftice at your Hand. The King your 
Father was, in his time, of excellent Wit ; 
and the King of Spain, Ferdinand my Father, 
was reckoned one of the wifeft Princes that 
/aigned in Spain many Years before j it is not 

to 
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to be doubted, but that they had gathered as 
vife CounccHors unto them of every Realme, 
as to their Wifdom they thought meet, who 
deemed the Marria^ between you and me 
good and lawful : Wherefore, I humbly de^- 
lire you to fpare me, untill I may know what 
Councell my Friends in &^in will advertifc 
me to take; and if you will not,^ then your 
Plcafune be fulfilled. With that fhe rofeiip, 
making a low Curcefie to the King, and de« 
parted from thence. 

The King being advectifed &at ihe was^ 
ready to go out of the Houfe^ commanded the 
Crier to call her again, who called ber by thefe 
Words : Cathrine ^un of England come ifito^ 
ties Court; with that (quoth Mr. Griffith) 
Madam you be called again. On on, quoth 
flie, it maketh no Matter I will notl:arry^ go 
on your wayes, and thus fhe departed without 
any farther Anfwer at that Time, or any others 
and never woiidd appear after in any Court. 
The King, perceiving fhe was departed^ faid 
thefe Words in Effed: For as much, quoth 
he, as the Queen is gone, I will, in her Ab* 
fence declare to you all, that fhe hath been to 
me as true, as obedient, and as conformable 
a Wife, ae I could Wife or Defirc.^ She hath 
all the virtuous Qualities that ouo^t to be in a 
Woman of her Dignity, or in anv other of a 
bafer Eftate; ftc is alfo furely a noble Woman 
born, her Conditions will well declare the 
fame. 

With 
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With that, quoth TFolfey the Cardinal, Sit' 
I moft humbly require your Highnefs, to de- 
clare, before all this Audience whether I have 
been the chief and firft Mover of this Matter 
unto, your Majefty or no, for I am greatly 
fufpedled herein. My Lord Cardinal, quotn 
the King, I can well excufc you in this Matter ; 
Marrie, quoth he, you have rather been againft 
me, in the tempting hereof than a Setter for- 
ward or Mover of the fame. The fpecial 
Caufe that moved me unto this Matter, was 
|i certain Scrupulofity that pricked my Con- 
icience, upon ceriain Words fpoken at a Time, 
when it was by the Bifhop of Eaton the French 
Ambaflador, who had been hither fent upon 
the debating ofa Marriage between our Daugh- 
ter the Lady Mary and the Duke of Orleanctj 
fecond Son to the King of France. Upon the 
Refohition and Determination whereof, he 
defired Refpite to advertife the King his Matter 
thereof, whether our Daughter Marfy fhould 
legitimate in Refpeft of this my Marriage with 
this Woman, being fometimc my Brother's 
Wife; which Words, once conceived within 
the fecret Bottom of my Confcience, ingen- 
-dcred fuch a fcrupulous Doubt, that my Con- 
fcience was incontinently accombred, vex- 
ed, difquieted j whereby I thought myfelf to 
be greatly in Danger of God's Indignation, 
which appeared to be (as to me feemed) the 
rather for that he fent us no iflue Male, and 
all fuch Ifllies Male as my faid Wife had by me, 
died incontinent after riiey came into the World, 
fo I doubted the gfeat Difpleafure of God in 
' ■ ' ' ' ' that 
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that behalf. Thus my Confcicnce being tofled 
in the Waves of a fcrupulous Mind, and partly 
Defpair to have any other' IllUe than I had al- 
ready by this Lady now my Wife, it behoved 
me fuitiier to confider the State of this Realm, 
and the Danger it ftood in for lack of ia Prince 
to fucceed me: I thought it good, in Releafe 
of the w^eighty Burthen of my weak Confcience, 
and alfo the quiet Eftate of this worthy Realm, 
to attempt the Law therein, whether I may 
lawfully take another Wife, by whom God 
may fend me more Ifllie, in cafe this my firft 
Copulation was not good, without any carnal 
Concupifcence, and not for any Difpleafure or 
mifliking of the Queen'§ Perlon and Age, with 
whom I would be as well contented to continue, 
if pur Marriage may ftand with the Laws of 
God, as with any alive. In this Point coij- 
fifteth all this Doubt, that we go about now 
to trie, by the Learning, Wifdom and Judg- 
ment of you our Prelates and Paftors of all this 
our Realm and Dominions, now here aflem- 
bled for that Purpofe, to whofe Confcicnce 
and Learning I have committed the Charge 
and Judgment, according to the which I will 
(God willing) be right well content to fub- 
mit myfelf, and, for my Part obey the fame. 
Wherein after that I perceived my Confcience 
fo doubtfull, I moved it in Confeffion to you 
my Lord of Lincoln then Ghoftly Father, and 
for fo much as then you yourfelf were in fome 
Doubt, you moved me to afk the Councel of 
all thefe my Lords; whereupon I moved you 
my Lord of Canterbury firft, to have your Li- 
cence, in as much as you were Metropolitan, 

to 
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tp put this Matter in Queftion, and fo I did of 
all you my Lords, to which you granted under 
your Seals, here to be (hewed. That is truth 
quoth the Archbifhop of Canterbury. After 
that thf King rofe up ; and the Court was 
adjourned untill another Day. 

Here is to be noted, that the Queen in Prc- 
fenc;e of the whole Court, moft greveoufly ac- 
cufed the Cardinal of Untruth, Deceit, Wic- 
kednefs and Malice, which had fowne Difcen- 
tion betwixt her and the King her Hufband j and 
therefore openly protefted, thatJflie did utterly 
abhore, rcfufe and forfake fuch a Judge, as 
was not only a moft malicious Enemy to her, 
but alfo a manifeft Adverfarie to all Right and 
Juftice, and therewith did (he appeal unto the 
'jPopey committing her whole Caufe to be judg- 
ed by him. But notwithftanding this Appeal, 
the Legates fat weekly, and every Day were 
Argument on both Parts, and Proofes alleged 
for the underftanding of the C^fe, and ftill 
they ftayed if they could by any Means ta pro- 
cure the Queen to call back her Appeal 5 which 
fhe utterly refufed to do. The King would 
gladly have had an end in this Matter; but 
when the Legates dfave Tirhe,, and determined 
upon no certain Point, he conceived a fufpi- 
cion, that this was done of Purpofe, that tneir 
doings might draw ta none Effeft or Conclu- 
fion." 
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SCENE, Black Fryarsy &c. 

WOLSEY. 

Whilft our Commiffion from Rome is read 
Let Silence be commanded. 

King. 
What'5 the need ? 
it hath akeady been read. 
And all Sides th' Authority allowM 5 
You may then fpare that Time. 

WoLSEY. 

'Be*t fo, proceed. 

Scribe.' 
"Say, Henry King of England come into the 
Court. 

Cryer. 
Henry King of England^ &c. 

KiKG. 

Here. 

Scribe. 
Say, Cathrine Queen of England 
Come into the Court. 

Cryer. 

, Cathrine Queen of England^, &c. i 

[The ^een makes no Anfwer^ rifes out of her \\ 

Chair y goes about the Courts comes to the J 

Kingy kneels at his Feet^ thenfpeaks. 4 

Queen 
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Queen. 
Sir, I defire you do me Right and Juftice j 
And to beftow your Pity on me, for 
I am a poor Woman, and a Stranger, 
Born out of your Dominions, having here 
No Judge indifPrent, and no more Aflurance 
OfequalFriendfliip and Proceeding. Alas, Sir, 
In what have I offended you ? What Caufe 
Hath my Behaviour given to your Difpleafure, 
That you fhould thus proceed to put me off. 
And take your good Grace from me? Heav*n 

witnefs 
I- ve been to you a true and humble Wife, 
At all times to you conformable : 
Ever in fear to kindle your Diflike, 
Vea fubjeft toyour Countenance ; glad or forry 
As I faw it inclined : When was the Hour 
I ever contradided your Defire, 
Or made it not mine too I Which of your 

Friends 
Have I not ftrove to love, although I knew 
He were mine Enemy ? What Friend of mine 
That had to him deriv'd your Anger, did I 
Continue in my Liking ? Nay, gave Notice 
He was from thence difchargM, Sir, call to 

mind. 
That I have been your Wife, in this Obedi- 
ence, 
Upward of twenty Years ; and have been bleft 
With many Children by you. If in the Courfe 
And Procefs of this Time you can n?port 
And prove it too, againft mine Honour aught. 
My Bond of Wedlock, or my Love and Duty, 
Againft your facred Perfon i in God's Name 

Turn 
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Turn me away, and let the fouTft Contempt 

Steek Door upon me, and fo give me up 

To the fliarpeft kind of Juftice. Pleafe yott, 

Sir, 
The King your Father, was reputed for 
A Prince moft prudent, of an excellent 
And unmatch'd Wit and Judgmeht. Ferdinand 
My Father, King o{ Spaiuj was reckon*ione 
The wifeft Prince that there had reign'd, l)y 

many 
A Year before. It is not to be queftion'd. 
That they had gathered a wife Council to them 
Of ev'ry Realm, that did debate this Bufmefs, 
Who deem*d our Marriage lawful. Wherefore 

humbly 
Sir, Ibefeech youfpareme, till I may 
Ber by my Friends in Spain advis'd, whofe 

Counfel 
I will implore. If not, i'th' Name of God, 
YourPleafurebefulfiU'd. 

WOLSEY. 

You have herej^ Ladv, 

(And of your Cboice) thefc rev'rend Fathers, 

Men 
Of fmgular Integrity and Learning : 
Yea, the eleft o' th' Land, who are aflembled 
To plead your Caufe ; it fliall be therefore 

bootlefs 

That longer you defer the Court, as well 

For your own Quiet, as to redlify 

What is rnfettled in the King. 
*•- 

Campexus. 
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Campeios. 
His Grace 

Hath fpoken well and juftly; therefore j- Ma- 
dam, 
It's fit this Royal Seffion do proceed ; 
And that, without Delay, their Arguments. 
Be. now produced, and heard. 

QUEJSN. 

Lord Cardmal, 
To you I fpeak. 

WOLSEY. 

Your Pleafurc, Madam? 

Queen. 
Sir, ' 

I am about to weep; but fliinking that 
We are a Queen, or long have dream'd fo ; 

certain 
The Daughter of a King ; my Drops of Tears 
ril turn to Sparks of Fire. 

WoLSEY. 

Be patient yet.™- 

Queen, 

I will, when you are humble: Nay, before;' 
Or God will punifh me. I do believe, 
InducM by potent Circumftances, that 
You are mine Enemy and make my Challenge; 
You fliall not be my Judge. For it is you 
Have blown this Coal betwixt my Lord and me ; 
Which God's due quench ! therefoie, I fay 
again. 
Vol. III. K I 
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I utterly abhor, yea from my Sbul 
Refufe you for my Judge; whom yet once 

more 
I hold my moft malicious Foe, and think not 
At all a Friend to truth. 

WoLSEY. 

I do profefs, 

You fpeak not like yourfelf ; who ever yet 
Have flood to charity, and difplay'd the ESc&% 
Of Difpofitibn gentle, and of Wifdom 
O'er topping Woman's Power; Madam you 

wrong me, 
I have no Spleen agaiiift you, nor Injuflice 
For you, or any ; how far I've proceeded. 
Or how far further fliall, is warranted 
By a Commiflion from the Confiflory, 
Yea, the whole Confift'ry of Rcme. You 

charge me 
That I have blown this Coal : I do deny it. 
The Kihg is prefeiit: iPt be known to him 
That I gainfay my Deed, how may he Wound 
And worthily, my Falfhood ? Yea, as much 
As you have done my Truth. But if he know 
That I am free of your Report^ he knows 
I am not of your Wrong. Therefore in him 
It lyes to cure me, and the Cure is to 
Remove thefe Thoughts from you. The Which 

before 
His Highnefs fhall fpeak in, I do befeech ^ , 
You,gracious Madam, to imthink your fpealciiig 
And to fay no more. 

Queen. 
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Queen. 

My Lord, my Lord, 

I am a fimple Woman, mudi too weak 

T* oppofe your cumiirtg. You are meek and 

humble mouth'd. 
You fign.your Place, and Calling, in full 

feeming 
With meekneS and Jiumilityj but your Heart 
Is cranmi'd with arrogancy, fpleen and pride. 
You have by Fortune, and his Highnefs* Fa- 
vour 
Gone (lightly o*er low Steps; and now arc 

mounted 
Where Power's are your Retainers, and your 

Words 
Domefticks to you, ferve your Will, as't 

pleafe 
Your felf pronounce their Office. I muft tell 

you 
You tender more your Perfon*s Honour, thafi 
Your high Profeffion Spiritual : That again 
I do refufe you for my Judge : And here. 
Before you all appeal unto the Pope, 
To bring my whole Caufe 'fore his Holinefs, 
And to be judg'd by him. 
[She curtijies to the King and offers to departi 

Campeiu^. 
The Queen is obftinate. 
Stubborn to Juftice, apt t'accufe it, and 
Difdainful to be try'd by't j 'tis not well* 
She's going away. 

K 2 King. 
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King. 
Call her again. 

Crter. 
Cathnne^ Queen of Er/gland^ come into tlic 
Court. 

'Usher. 
Madam, you are call'd back. 

Queen. 
What, need you note it, pray you keep your 

- Way, 
When you are call'd return. Now the Lord 

help. 
They vex me paft my Patience — Pray you 

pafs on 
I will not tariy j no, nor ever more 
Upon this Bufinefs my Appearance n^ake 
In any of their Courts. 

[Exeunt Queen arul her Atteridants, 

King. 
Go thy ways, Kate ; 

That Man i'th'World who (hall report he has 
A better Wife, let him ip nought be trufted 
For fpeaking falfe in that. Thou art alone 
(If thy rare Qualities, fweet Gentlenefs, 
Thy Meeknefs, • Saint-like, Wife-Jike Go- 
vernment, 
Obeying in commanding, and thy Parts 
Sovereign, and pious clfe, could fpeak thee 
out) 
- The Queen of earthly Queens, Jhe's nobly 
born, 

And 
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And like her true Nobility, (he has 
Carried herfelf towards me. 

WOLSEY. 

Moft gracious Sir, 

In humbleft Manner I require yourHighnefs, 
That it fliall pleafe you to declare, in hearing 
Of all thefe Ears (for where I'm robb'd and 

bound 
There muft I be i/nloos'd ; altho' not there 
At once, and fully fatisfied) if I 
Did broach this Bufmefs to your Highnefs, or 
Laid any Scruple in your Wayi which might 
Induce you to the Queftion on't : or ever 
Have to you, but with Thanks to God for fuch 
A Royal Lady, fpeak one the leaft Word 
That might be Prejudice of ller,prefent State, 
Or Touch of her goodPerfon? 

King. 
My Lord Cardinal 

i do excufe you ; yea, upon mine Honour 
I free you from't : You are not to be taught 
That you have many Enemies, that know not 
Why they are fo; but like the Village Curs 
Bark when their Fellows do. By fome of 

thefe 
The Queen is put in Anger, y* ire excus'd ; 
But will you be more juftified ? You ever 
Have wim'd the fleeping of this Bufmefs, never 
Defir'd it to be ftirr'd ; but oft hs^ve hihdred 
The Paflages made towards it : — On my Ho- 
nour 
I fpeak my good Lord Cardinal to this Point ^ 
K 3 And 
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Arid thus for clear him. Now what mov^ 

me to't 
I will be bold With Time ^d your Attention : 
Then mark th'Inducement. Thus it came ; 

give heed to't. . 

My Confciencc firft rccciv'd a Teridemefs, 
Scruple, and Prick, on certain Speeches uttered 
By the Bifhop of Bayoriy then French Ambaflk- 

dor. 
Who had been hither fent on the debating 
A Marriage *twixt the Duke of Orleans and 
Our Daughter Mary : V th' Progrefs of this 

Bufinefs, 
Ere a determinate Refolution, he 
(I mean the Bifhop) did require a Relpite; 
Wherein he niiglit' the King his Lord advertife 
Whether our laughter were legitimate 
RefpecSlihg this our Marriage with the Dowager 
Some time our Brother's Wife. This Refpite 

(liook 
The Bottom of my Confciencc, enter'd-me. 
Yea, with a fplitting Power ; and made to 

tremble 
The Region of my Breaft ; which forc'd fuch 

way, 
That many maz'd Confiderings did throng 
And prefs'd in with this Caution, Firft, me« 

thought 
I ftood not in the Smile of Heav'n, which had 
Commanded Nature, that my Lady's Woftib 
(If it conceiv'd a Male Child by me) fhould 
Do no more Offices of Life to't, than 
The Grave does to the Dead 5 for her. Male 

Iflue 
Or died where they were made, or Oiortly after 

This 



Sbakejpeat Bluftrated. - 199 

This World had airM them. Hence I took a 

Thought 
This was a Judgment on me, that my King- 
dom 
(Well worthy thebeft Heir o'th' World) fhould 

hot 
Be gladded in't by me. Then follows, that 
I weigh'd the Danger which my Realms ftood 

in 
By this my Ifliie's Fail ; and that gave to me 
Many a groaning Throe : Thus hulling in 
The wild Sea of my Confcience, I did fteg: 
TowaVds this Remedy, whereupon we are 
Nowprefent here together, that's to fay, 
I mean to re6i:ify vtvy Confcience (which 
I then did feel full nek, and yet not well \) 
^y all the revVend Fathers of the Land 
And Doctors learn'd. Firft, I began in private 
With you, my Lord of Lincoln \ you rcni em- 
ber. 
How under my OpprefHon I did reek. 
When I firft moy'd you, 

Lincoln. 

Very well, my Liege. 

King. 
1 have fpoke long ; be pleas'd yourfelf to fey 
How far you fatisficd me. 

Lincoln. ^ 

PJeafe your Highnefs, 
The Ciueftion did at firft fo ftagger me. 
Bearing a Stake of mighty Moment in't. 
And Confeauence of Dread, that I committed 
The daring ft Counfel, which I had, to doubt, 
K 4 And 
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And did intreat your Highnc'*s to this Courfc 
Which you are running here. - 

King. 
I then mov'd you 

y[y Lord of Canterbury^ and got your Leave 
To make this prefent Summons : Unfollicited 
I left no rev'rend Perfon in this Court, 
But, by particular Conre;pt, proceeded 
Under your Hands and Seals. Therefore go on; 
For no Diflike i' th' World againft the Perfon 
Of our good Queen, but the fharp thorny 

Points 
Of my alledged Reafons drive this forward* 
Prove but our Marriage lawful, by my Life 
And kingly Dignity, we are contented 
To wear our mortal State to come, with her 
(CathWine our Queen) before the primeft Crea- 
ture 
That's paragon'd i'th'World. 

Campeius. 
So pleafe your Highnefs, 
The Queen being abfent, 'tis a needful Fitnefs 
That we adjourn this Court to further Day \ 
Mean while muft be an earneft Motion 
Made to the Queen, to call back her Appeal 
She intends to his Holinefs. 

King. 
I may perceive 

Thefe Cardinals trifle with me, I abhor 
This dilatory Sloth, and Tricks of Rome. 
My Icarn'd and well-beloved Servant Cranmeri 
Pr'ythee return, with thy Approach I know 

My 
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- My Comfort comes along. Break up the Court 
Ifay,feton. {Exeunt. 

' The Vifit which the Popes Legate, Cardinal 
Campeius^ arid Cardinal PFolfey make to the 
•Queen, her Reception of them, arid the Dif- 
^ourfe that paft amongft them, is not lefs 
clofely copied^ 

Page 908. 
** The next Court Day, the Cardinals fat 
again, at which Time the Councel on both 
fides, were there ready to anfwer. The 
King's Councel allcdged the Matrimony not 
to be lawful at the Beginning, becaufe of the 
carnal Copulation had between Prince Arthur 
and the Queen. This Matter was very vehe- 
mently touched on that Side; and, to prove it, 
they alledged many Reafons and Similitudes of 
Truth; and being anfwered negatively again on 
the other Side, it feemed that all their former 
Allegations were doubtful to be tried, and that 
no Man knew the Truth, and thus this Court 
pafled from Seflions to Seffions, and Day to 
Day, till at certain of their Seffions the King 
fent the two Cardinals to the Qiieen (who 
was then in Bridwell) to perfuade with her by 

' their Wifdoms, and to advife her to furrender 
the whole Matter into the King's Hands, by 

' her own Confent and Will, which fhould be 
much better to her Honour, . than to ftand to 
the Tryal of Law, and thereby to be con- 
demned, which fliould feem much to her 
Difhanour, 

K 5 The 
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The Cardinal being in the Queen's Chamber 
of Prefence, the Gentleman Ufher advertifed 
the Queen that the Cardinals were come to 
fpedk with her, with that fherofe up, and with 
a Skeine of white Thread about her Neck, 
came mto her Chamber of Prefence, where the 
Cardinals were attending. At whofe coming, 
quoth flie, what is your rleafure with me ? If 
it pleafe your Grace, quQth Cardinal Wolfej^ 
to go into your Privy Chamber we will ftiew 
the Caufe of our coming. My Lord, quoth {he, 
if ye h^ve any Thing to fay, fpeak it openly 
before all thefe Folk, for I fear nothing you can 
fay againft me, but that I would have all the 
World fhould hear and fee it, and /therefore 
{peak your Mind. Then began the Cardinal 
to fpeak to her in Latine. Nay, good my Lord, 
quoth ihe, fpeak to me in Englijh. 



Forfooth (quoth the Cardinal) good Ma- 
dam, if it pleafe you, we come both to know 
Jour Mind, how you are difpofed to do in this 
/latter between the King and you, and alfo 
to declare fecretely our Opinions and Councels 
unto you, which we do only for very Zeal 
and Obedience we bear unto your Grace. My 
Lord, quoth flie, I thank you for your good 
Will, but to make you Anfwer in your Requeft 
I c?nnot lb fuddenly j for I was fet among my 
Maids at Work, thinking full little of any 
fuch Matter, wherein there needeth a Jongcr 
Deliberation, and a better Head than mine to 
make Anfwer, for I need Councell in this Call 
which touches me fo near, and for any Coun- 

ceU 



cell or Fricndftiip that I can find in England^ 
they are not for my Profit, what think you my 
Lords, will any Englijbman Councell me, or 
be Friend to me againft the King's Pleafure, 
that is his Subjed? Nay forfooth, and as for 
Councell, in whom I will put my truft, they 
be not here, they be in Spain^ m my own 
Country. And my Lords, I am a poor Wo- 
man lacking Wit, to anfwer to any fuch 
Noble Perfons of Wifdom as you be, in fo 
weighty a Matter, therefore I pray you be good 
to me poor Woman, deftitute of Friends, here 
in a foreign Region, and your Councell alfo I 
will be glad to hear. And therewith fhe took 
the Cardinal by the Hand, and led him into 
her privy Chamber with the other Cardinal, 
where they tarried a Seafon talking with the 
Queen, which Communication ended, they 
departed to the King, making to him Rela- 
tion of her Talk. Thus this Cafe went for- 
ward from Court to C6brt, till it came to 
Judgment, fo that every one expeiSed that 
Judgment would be given the next Day. At 
which Day the King came thither, and let him 
down in a Chair, within a Door in the End 
of the Gallery (which opened direftly againft 
the Judgment Seat, to hear the Judgment 
given, at which Time all their Proceedings 
wtre read ih Latine. 

That done the King's Councell at the Bar 
called for Judgment ("with that quoth Cardina I 
Campeius) I will not give Judgment till I have 
made Relation to the rope of all our Proceed- 
ings, whofe Councell wd Commandment in 

thit 
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this Cafe 1 will obferve. The Cafe is Very 
doubtful, and alfo the Party Defendant will 
make no Anfwer here but doth rather Appeal 
from us, fuppofing that we be not indifferent, 
wherefore I will adjourn this Court for this 
Time, according to the Order of the Court of 
Rome, And with that the Court was diflblved 
and no more done. This potracfting of the 
Conclufion of the Matter, King Henry took 
very difpleafantly. Then Cardinal Campeius 
took his Leave of the King and Nobility and 
returned to Rome J* 

AC T III. 

Scene, the ^een's ApartmenU The ^eeu 
and her Wo/nen as at Work. 



1 



How now ? 



Enter a Gentleman. 
Queen. 



Gent. 

An't pleafe your Grace, the two great Cardinal^ 
Wait in the Prefence. 

QUEEK. 

Would th^y fpeak with me ? W 

Gent. 

They wiird me fay fo. Madam. 

Queen. 
Pray their Graces 
To come near i wh^t can be their Bufmefs 

With. 
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With me, a poor weak Woman fall'n from 

Favour ? 
I do not like their coming. Now I think on't. 
They fliould be good Men, their AfEirs as 

rightebus, 
But all Hoods make not Monks. 

Enter the Cardinals^ Wolfey and Campcius. 

WOLSEY. 

Peace to your Highnefs. 

Queen. 

Your Graces find me here Part of a Houfe- 

wife, 
(I would be all) againft the worft may happen. 
What are your Pleafurcs with me rev*rend Lords. 

WoLSEY. 

May'ft plcafe you, noble Madam, to withdraw 
Into your private Chamber ; we ihall give you 
The full Caufe of our coming. 

Queen. 

Speak it here. 

There's nothing I have done yet, o'my Con* 

fcience 
Deferves a Corner ; would all other Women 
Could fpeak this with as free a Soul as I do : 
My Lords I care not (fo much I am happy ' 
Above a Number) if my Actions 
Were try'd by ev'ry Tongue, ev'ry Eye faw 

'em 
Envy and bafe Opinion fet againft 'em; 
I know my Life fg even* If your Buiuieis 

Do 
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Do feek me out; and that way I am wiff in. 
Out with it boldly, truth loves open dealing. 

WOLSCY. 

Tanta eft erga te mentis tntegritasy Regtna Se^ 
reniffima. 

Queen. 

my good Lord, no Latin ; 

1 am not fuch a Truant, fmce piy coming 

As not to know the Language I have livM in, 
A ftrange Tongue makes my Caufe more 

Itrange, fufpicious : 
Pray fpcak in EngUJh^ here are fome will thank 

you , 

If you fpeak truth, for their poor Miftrefs' 

fake: 
Believe me, fhehas had much wrong. Lord 

Cardinal, 
The willing^ft Sin I ever yet committed 
May be abfolv'd in Englijh. 

WOLSEY. 

Noble Lady, 

I'm forry my Integrity fhould breed 

{And fervice to his Majefly and you) 

So deep Sufpicion, where all Faith was meant. 

We come not by the way of Accufation 

To taint that Honour, every good Tongue 

bleffes; 
Nor to betray you any way to Sorrow ; 
You have too much, good Lady: But tojcnow 
How you Hand minded in the weighty Dif- 
ference 
Between the King and yoo, and to deliver 

Like 
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Lilte free and honeft Men, our juft Opinions 
And comforts to your Caufc, 

Campeius. 
Moil honour'd Madam, 
- My Lord of York out of his noble Nature 
Zeal and Obedience he ftill bore your Grace, 
Forgetting, like a good Man, your late Cenfure 
Both of his Truth and him (which was too far) 
Offers, as I do, in a Sign of Peace 
His Service and his Coimfel. 

Queen.] 
To betray me. 

My Lords, I thank you both for your Good- 
wills. 
Ye fpeak like honeft Men 5 pray God y« 

prove fo. 
But how to make you fuddenly an Anfwer 
In fuch ^ Point of Weight, fo near mine Ho- 
nour, 
(More near my Life, I fear) with my weak 

Wit 
And to fuch Men of Gravity and Learning, 
111 Truth, I know not. I was fet at work 
Among my Maids; full little, God knows, 

looking 
Either for fuch Men, or fuch E^ufinefs, 
For her Sake that I have been (for I feel 
The iaft Fit of my Greatnefs) good your 

Graces, 
Let me have Time and Council for my Caufe ; 
Alas ! I am a Woman, friendlefs, hopelefs. 
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WOLSEY. 

Madam, you wrong the King's Love with 

thofe Fears : 
Your Hopes and Friends are infinite. 

Queen. 
In England^ 

But little for my Profit, can you think, Lords 
That any Engltjhman dare give me Counfel ? 
Or be a known Friend 'gainft his Highnefs* 

Pleafure 
(Though he be grown fo defp'rate to be honeft) 
AndJive aSubje<Sl ? Nay, forfooth, my Friends, 
They that muft weigh out my AfflicStions, 
They that my Truft muft grow to, live not 

here ; 
They are, as all my Comforts are, far hence 
In my own Country, Lords. 

Campeius. 
. I would your Cirace 

Would leave your Griefs, and take my Coun- 
fel. 

Queen. 
How Sir ? 

Campeius. 
Put your main Caufe into the King's Protefiion ; 
He's loving and moft gracious. 'Twill be much 
Both for your Honour better, and your Caufe \ 
For if the Tryal of the Law overtake you. 
You'll part away difgrac'd. 

WoLSEY, I . 

JJetell^ you rightly, \ \ 

Queen ^ ^ 
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Queen. 
Ye tell me what ye wifh for both, my Ruin : 
Is this your Chriftian Counfel ? Out upon ye, 
Heav'n is above all yetj there fits a Judge, 
That no King can corrupt. 

Campeius. 
Your Rage miftakes us. 

Queen. 
The more fhame for ye, holy Men I thought ye 
Upon my Soul, two rev're^ Cardinal Vertues; 
But Cardinal Sins, and hollow-Hearts, I fear 

ye: 

Me|id 'em for Shame, my Lords, is this your 

/ Comfort? 
The Cordial that you bring a wretched Lady ? 
A Woman loft among ye, laugh'd at, fcorn'd? 
I will not wifli you half my Miferies 
1 have more Charity. But fay I warn'd yej 
Take heed, take heed, for Heaven's Sake, left 

afe^ once 
The Burthen of my Sorrows fall upon ye* 

WOLSEY. 

Madam this is a meer Diftra(Sion, 
You turn the Good we offer into Envy. 

Queen. 
Ye turn me into nothing. Woe upon ye 
And all fuch falfe ProfeSbrs ^ would you have 

me 
(If you have any Juftice, any Pity, 
If ye be any thing but Church Mens Habits) 

. . Put 
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Put my (ick Caufe into his Hands that hat( 

me? 
Alas ! h'as banifliM me his Bed already; 
His love, too long ago, Tm old my Lords ; 
And all the Fellowfliip I hold now with him 
Is only my Obedience. What can happen 
To me, above this wrctchednefs ? all your 

Studies 
Make me a curfe, like this. 

Campeius. 
Your Fears are worfc. — - 

Queen- 
Have Iliv'd thus long (let me fpeak myfetf 
Since virtue finds no Friends) a Wife, a true 

one? 
A Woman [I dare fay without vain Glory] 
Never yet branded with Sufpicion j 
Have I with all my full AfFedlions 
Still met the King, lov'd him, next Heav'n 

obeyed him) 
Been, out of Fondnefs, fuperftitious to him, 
Almoft forgot my Prayeris to content him; 
And am I thus rewaraed ? 'tis not well. Lords. 
Bring me a conftant Woman to her Hufband, 
One, that ne'er dream'd a Joy beyond his Plea- 

fure; 
And to that Woman, when (he has done moft. 
Yet will I add an Honour, a great Patience. 

WOLSEY. 

Madam,you wander from the good we aim at. 

Queen. 
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Queen. 
My Lord, I dare not make myfelf fo guilty. 
To give up willingly that noble Title 
Your Matter wed me to, nothing but Death 
Shall e'er divorfe my Dignities. 

WOLSEY. 

Pray hear me. 

Queen. 
Would I had never trod this Engliflf Earth, ' 
Or felt the Flatteries that grow upon it ; 
Ye've Angels' Faces, but Heav'n knows your 

Hearts; 
What fhall becomeof me now ! wretched Lady ! 
I am the moft unhappy Woman living. 
Alas ! poor Wenches, where are now your 

Fortunes? To her Women. 

Ship-wreck'd upon a Kingdom, where no 

. Pi^^. 
No Friends, no Hope, no Kindred weep for 

me, 
Almoft no Grave allow'd me ! Like the Lilly, 
That once was Miftrefs of the Field arid flou- 

rifh'd, 
I'll hang my Head and perifli. 

WoLSEY. 

If your Grace 

Could not be brought to know our Ends are 

honeft, 
You'd feel more comfort, why Should we, 

good Lady, 
Upon what Caufc wrong you. alas I our Places 

The 
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The Way of our Profeffion is againft it: 
We are to ear fuch Sorrows, not to fow *em. 
For Goodnefs* fake, confider what you do. 
How you may hurt yourfelf, nay^ utterly 
Grow from the King's Acquaintance, by this 

Carriage. 
The Hearts of Princies kifs Obedience, . 
So much they love ; but to ftubborn Spirits, 
They fwell and grow as terrible as Storms.. 
1 kaow you have a gentle, noble Temper, 
A Soul ^s even as a Calm ; pray think us 
Thofe we profefs. Peace make us, Friends and 

Servants. 

Campeius. 
Madam, you'll find it foj you wrong your 

Virtues 
With thefe weak Women's Fears. A noble 

Spirit 
As yours was put into you, ever cafts 
Such Doubts, as falfe Coin, from it ; the King 

loves you, 
Beware you lofe it not j for us, if you pleafc 
To truft us in your Bufmefs, we are ready 
To ufe our utmoft Studies in your Service. 

Queen. 

Do what you will, my Lords, and pray forgirc 

me 
If I have us'd myfelf unmannerly. 
You know, I am a Woman lacking Wit 
To make a feemly Anfwer to fuch rerfons. 
Pray do my Service to his Majefty. 
He has my Heart yet; and fhall have my Prayers 
While I fhall have my Life. Come, revVend 

Fathers, 
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Beftow your Counfels on me. She now begs 
That little Thought, when {he fet Footing here 
She fliould have bought her Dignities fo dear. 

S'hakefpear makes the King firft fee Jnna 
Bullen at a Banquet given by Cardinal IVolfey, 
There feems to be fome little Abfurdity in this 
Incident 5 for Anna Bullen being, as the Lord 
Chamberlain afterwards tells the King, one of 
the Queen's Attendants, it can hardly be fup- 
pofed that he never faw her before. This Ban- 
quet is at large defcribed by Helingjhtd, Shake- 
Jpear follows him clofely ia feveral of the Cir- 
cumftances, as well as the Difcourfe that paffed 
between the King and fome of the Perfons pre- 
lent. 

" On a time, fays Holingjhed^ Page 021, 
the King came fuddenly thither in a Maik, 
with a Dozen Mafkers, all in Garments like 
Shepherds, made of fine Cloth of Gold, and 
Crimfon Sattin paned, and Caps of the fame, 
with Vizards of good Phyfnomie, their Hair 
and Beards either of fine Gold-wire, Silk, or 
Black Silk, having fixteen Torch-bearers, be- 
fides their Drums, and other Perfons with their 
Vizards, all cloadied in Sattin of the fame Co- 
lour, and before his entering into the Hall, he 
came by Water to the Water-gate without 
Noife, where were laid diverfe CSiambers and 
Guns charged with Shot, and at his Landing 
they were fliot off, which made fuch a Rumble 
in the Air that it was like Thunder, it made 
all the Noblemen, Ladies, and Gentlemen to 
mufe what it fhould mean, coming fo fudden- 
ly, they fitting quiet at a folemn Banquet after 
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this Sort. Firft, you (hall underftand that thei 
Tables were let in the Chamber of Prefence, 
juft covered, and the Lord Cardinal fitting un- 
der a Cloth of State, there having, all his Ser- 
vice alone, and was there fet a Lady with a 
Nobleman, or a Gentleman and a Gentlewo* 
man throughout all the Tables in the Chamber 
on the one Side, which were made and joined 
as it were but oiie Table, all which order and 
devife was done by the Lord Sanders^ then 
Lord Chamberlain to the King, and by Sir 
Henry Guildford^ Comptroller of the King's 
^loufe. Then immediately after the Great 
Chamberlain, and the faid Comptroller, fent 
to look what it fhould mean (as though they 
knew nothing of the Matter) who looking out 
of the Windows into the Thames^ returned 
again and (hewed him, that it feemed they were 
Noblemen and Strangers that arrived at his 
bridge, coming as Ambaffadors from fome fo- 
reign Prince, iVith that, quoth the Cardinal, 
I dcfire you becaufe you can fpeak French^ to 
take the Pains to go into the Hall, there to 
jreceive them according to their Eftates, and to 
conduft them into this Chamber, where they 
fhall fee us, and all thefe noble Perfonages, 
being merry 'at our Banquet defiring them to 
fit down with us, ^ and to take part of our 
Fare. Then went down incontinently into 
the Hall, where they were receivea with 
twenty new Torches, and conveyed them up 
into the Chamber with fuch a noife of Drums 
and Flutes, as feldom had been heard the like- 
At their entring into the Chamber two and two 
together, they went' diredlly towards the Car- 
dinal^ 
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dinal, /where he fat, and faluted him reve- 
rently. To whom the Lord Chamberlain for 
them faid j Sir, for as much as they be Stran- 
gers, and can not fpeak Engli/hy they have de- 
fired me to declare unto you, that having un- 
derftanding of this triumphant Banquet, where 
was aflembled fuch a Number of excellent 
Dames, they could do no lefs under fupport of 
your Grace, but to repair hither, to view as 
well their incomparable Beauty, as for to ac- 
company them at Mum-chance, and then to 
Darice with them ; and. Sir, they require of 
your Grace, Licence to ac<pompli{h the faid 
Caufe of their coming. To whom the Car- 
dinal faid, he was very Well content they 
ihould do fo. Then went the Mafkers, and 
firft faluted all the Dames, and returned to the 
xnoft worthv, and there opened their great Cup 
of Gold filled with Crowns and other Pieces 
of Gold, to Wftom they fet certain Pieces of 
Gold to caft at. Thus perufmg all the Ladies 
and Gentlewomen, to fome they loft, and of 
ibme they won 5 and marking after this Man- 
ner all the Ladies, they returned to the Cardi- 
nal with great Reverence, powring down all 
the Gold fo left in their Cup, which was a- 
bout two Hundred Crowns. At all quoth 
the Cardinal, and fo caft the Dice and wone 
them, whereat was made a great Noife 
and Joy. Then, quoth the Cardinal to the 
Lord Chamberlain. I pray you, that you would 
fliew them, that me feemetlv there fliould be a 
Nobleman amongft them, who is more meet 
to occupy this Seat and Place than I am, to 

whom 
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whom I would moft gladly furrender the fame 
according to my Duty, if I knew him. 

Then fpake the Lord Chamberlain to them 
in French^ and they rounding him in the Ear, 
the Chamberlain faid imto my ]Lord Cardinal, 
Sir quoth he, they confefs, that among them 
there is fuch a noble Perfonage, whom if your 
Grace can point him out from the reft, he 
i^ content to difclofe himfelf, and accept your 
Place. With that tlie Cardinal taking good 
Advifement among them, at the laft quoth he, 
me feemeth the Gentleman with the black 
Beard, fhould be he, and with thatrofe out of 
iiis Chair, and offered the fame to the Gentle- 
man in the black Beard with, his Cap in his 
Hand. The Perfon to whom he offered the 
Chair was Sir Edward Nevill^ a comely Knightj 
that much more rcfembled the King's Perfon in 
that Mafk than any other. The King per- 
ceiving the Cardinal fo deceived, could not 
forbear laughing, but pulling down his Vifar 
and Mr. NevilFs alfo, and dafhed out fuch a 
pleafant Countenance and Cheere, that all the 
noble Eftates there aflembled perceiving the 
King to be there among them, rejoiced very 
much." 
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SCENE York Houfe. 

Hautboys. JfmaU Table under a State for 
the Cardinal^ a long Table for the Guejl 5, 
Then enter Anne BuUenj and divers other 
Ladles and Gentlewomen^ as Guejis^ atone 
Door ; \at another Door enter Sir Henry 
Guildford. 

Guildford, 
Ladies, a general Welcome for his Grace 
Salutes ye all : This Night he dedicates 
To fair Content and you : None here, he hopes. 
In all this noble Bevy, h^ brought with her 
One Care abroad ; he would have all as merry 
As, firft good Company, good Wine, could 

welcome. 
Can make good People* 

Enter Lord Chamberlain^ Lord Sands anJ 
Lovell. 

my Lord, y'are tardy; 

'nie very Thoughts of this fair Company, 

Clap'd Wings to me. 

Chamberlain. 
You're young, Sir Harry Guildford, 

' Sands. 
^r Thomas Lovelly had the Cardinal 
But half my lay-Thoughts in him, fome of 

.thefe 
Should find a running Banquet^ ere they reftcd : 
VoL IIL L I 
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I think, would better pleafe *em; by my Life, 
They arc a fweet Society of fair Ones. 

LOVELL. 

O, that your Lordibip were but now Coih- 

feffor 
To one or two of thefe* 

Sand3* 
I would, I wcpej 
They fhould find ealy Penance, 

LOVELI.. 

Taith, howeafy? 

Sands* 
As eafy as a down Bed would afford tt. 

Chamberlain.. 
Sweet Ladies, will it pleafe you fit ? Sir Harr) 
Place you that fide. Til take the Charge of 

this: 
His Grace is entering; nay, you muftnot freeze; 
Two Women, plac'd together, niake •coU 

Weather. 
My Lord Sandsj you are one will keep 'em 

waking. 
Pray, fit between thefe Ladies. 

Sands, 
By my faith. 
And thank your Ix>rdfliip. By your leave, 

fweet Ladle?, 
If I chance to talk a little Wild, forgive me: 
I had it from my Father. 

Annb. 



1 



« 



Shake^ar Hfujtrated. 219 

a 

AhK£« 

Was h^ ma^> Sir? 

Sakds. 
O, very mad, exceeding mad, inlxivc too* 
But he would bite none; juft as I do now 
He'd Kifs you twenty wrai a 3ceath. 

Chamberlain, 
"Well (aid, my Lord: 
So now y'are fairly feated: Oertdemcn, 
The Penance lyes on you^ if thefe fair Ladie^i 
Pafs away frowning. 

Sands* 
For my little Cure 
Let me alone. 

HatOhojSj ErtUr Cardinal WpJfey 'and takes htif 
Stats. 

Woi^SEY^ 

Y*are welcome, my fair Guefts: that noW^ 

Lady 
Or Gentleman that- is not freely merry 
Is not my Friend. This, to Confirm my wel* 

come: 
And to you all good Health, ^Drinh. 

Sands* 
Your Grace is noble; 

Let me have fuch a Bowl n»ay hold my thanks 
And fave mc fo much (alking* 

L 2 WoLs£\* 
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My Lord Sands^ 
I am beholden to 
Ladies, you are not merry i Gentlemen^ 



I am beholden to you, cheer your Neighbour; 

, you are not merry ; Ge 
Whofe Fault is this ? 



... Sands. ' '. . ; i ■ 
The red Wine firft muft rife 
In their fair Cheeks, my Lord,' then wc (hall 

have *em 
Talk us to fdence. 

You're a merry Gamefter, 
My Lord Sands. 

' Sands. 
Yes, and if I make my Plav : 
Here's to your Ladyfhip, and pledge it. Madam: 
For 'tis to fuch a Thing. 

Anne. 
Yxm cawiot fhew mc. 

Sands. 
I told your Grace that they would talk anon. 
[Drums and Trumpets^ Chambers difcharg'd. 

WOLSEY. 
What's that? 

Chamberlain. 
f .ook out there fome of ye, 

WoLSEYi 
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WOLSEY. 

What warlike Voice, 

And to what end is this ? nay. Ladies, fear not j 

By all the Laws of War y'are privileged^ 

Enter a Servants 

Chamberlain^. 
How now, what i&'t? 

SERVANr. 

A noble Troop of Strangers, 

For fo the_y feem, have left their Barge and 

landed ; 
And hither make, as great Ambafladors 
From foreign Princes. 

WOLSEY. 

Good Lord Chamberlain, 

Go, give 'em welcome, you can fpeak the 

French Tongue. 
And, pray receive 'em nobly, and condu6t 'em 
Into our rrefence, where this Heav'n of Beauty 
SMII fliineat full upon them, fome attend. 

[^All rtfe^ and Tables removed. 
YouVe now a broken Banquet, but we'll mend 

it. 
A good Digeftion to you all, and once more 
I fhowre a Welcome on ye, welcome all. 

Enter King and others^ as Majkers^ habited 
like Shepherds ufher*d by the Lord Cham- 
berlain. They pafi dire^ly before the Lord: 
Cardinal'^ and gracefully Salute him* 

L 3 . K 
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A noble Company ! what are their Pleafurcs? 

Chamberlain* 
Becaufe they fpeak no £«jr//j^ thus they pray'd 
To tell your Grace, that having heard by Fame 
Of this fo noble and fo fair Aflfembly, 
This Night to meet here, they could do no left 
Out of the great Refpeft they bear to beauty, 
But leave their Flocks, ana Oodef yomr&ir 

Condua 
Crave leave to vijew tbefe Ladres^ and mtreat 
An Hour of Revels with 'cm. 

WoLSEY. 

Say, Lord Chamberlain, 

They've done my poor Houfe Grace : for whicb 

I pay *em 
A thoufand Thanks, and pray 'em, take 

their Pleafures. 

\Chufe Ladm^ King and Anne Bullen*. 

King* 
The faireft Hand I ever touched ! O Beauty 
Till iK)w I never knew thee. [^Muji^k. Dance* 

WoLSEY. 

My Lord, — 

Chamberlain* 
Your Grace. 

WoLSEY. 

Pray tell 'em thus much from me. 
There ihould be one amongft 'cm by-his Perfon 

More 
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More worthy this Place than myfelf, to whom 
If I but knew him, with my Love and Duty 
I would furrender it. [ Wbiffir. 

CHAMBERLAIKa 

*! will> my Lord. 

WoLsfiir. 
What fay they ? 

Chambsrlain^ 
Sudi a one» ^y all confeis. 
There is, indeed ^ which they would have youi^ 

Grace 
Fmd out]^ and he will take it*. 

WOLSEY, 

Let me fee then : 

By all your good leaves. Gentlemen, here PlI 

make 
My Royal Choice* 

King. 

YouVe found him^. Cardinal : 

You held a fair Ailembly : You do well^ 
Lord. 

You are a Church Man, or FU tell you Car- 
dinal, 

I (hould now judge unhappily^. 

WOLSBY. 

Fm glad, 

Youi; Gi:ace is ^rown fo plcafant*^ 

L 4 King* 
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King. 
Mv Lord Chamberlain. 
Prithee come hither, what fair I/ady's thatrf 

Chamberlain. 
An't pleafe your Grace, Sir Thomas BulUrt% 

Daughter, 
(The Vifcount Rocbford) one of her Higfanefs* 

Women. 

King. 
By Heaven, fee's a Dainty one : Sweet Heart 
I were unmannerly to take you out. 
And not to Kifsyou. A Health, Gentlemen, 
Let it go round. 

WOLSEY. 

Sir Thomas Lovely is the Banquet rcadjr 
TthTrivy Chamber. ' 

LOVELI.. 

Yes my Lord. 

WoLSEY. 

Ypur Grace, 

I i^^t^ with Dancing is a little heated,. 

King* 
I fear too much; 

WoLSEY. 

There's frefeer Air, myLoid, 
In the next Chamber. 

King. 
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King*. 
LeaJ in your Ladies every one :. Sweet Partner, 
r muft not yet forfake you; let's be merry. 
Good my Lord Cardinal, I have half a dozen 

Healths 
To drink to thefe fair Ladies, and a Meafure*. 
To lead them once again, and then let's dream 
Who's heft in Favour, let the Mufic knock it. 

This Play, as the learned Mr. Upton ob- 
ferves in hjs critical. Ohfervations on Shake- 
J^ear^ flight be properly called the Fall of Car> 
dinzX. TVoffey^ if the Adtion had doled with the 
Marriage of the King to Aniia Bullm. 

This haughty Churchman is indeed fhewn 
in the Heighth of his Power and Favour with 
the King, from whence he falls by a Contrur- 
rence of unhappy Circumftances, which bring 
on his total Dif^ace, and at i aft his Death : 
But even. in. this Cafe, the Adion could not be 
confidered as one and *entire, while Queen Ca- 
tharine^s Sufferings make fo large a Part of it, 
and which, from the Dignity of her Charafter, 
and the great and fudden Reverfe of her For- 
tune, cannot,, with any Propriety, form only 
a fii^ordinate Incident in a Play, w^iofc Sub- 
jed:.is the Fall of a much lefs conliderable Per- 
son than herfelf. 

Queen Catharine has a higher Claim to give 

a Title to the Trag^edy than JVolfey^ fmce her 

Quality and Misfortunes are both lliperior to 

his. She, like him, is (hewn in the Sunihint 

t 5 of 
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of her Fortune, a Queen, and happy in the 
Affedions of her Sovereign and Hufbund, as 
may be concluded from King Htftrfs Speech to 
her at her Entrance into the Council-Cham*^ 
bcr. 

King. 
Arifc and take your Place by us, half your Suit 
Never name to us ; you have half our Power j 
The other Moity, ere you afk is given ; 
Repeat your Win, and take it. 

After this, wc fee her defpifed, negleficd> 
banifhed from his Bed, the Name and Cha- 
rafter of Wife taken from her, divorced, un- 
queen'd, and (hutting up all her Sorrows \n 
Death. The Fate of this Queen, or that of 
Cardinal IVolfey^ cadtfingly afforded a Subjcft 
for Tragedy. Shakefpcar^ by blending them, 
in the fame Piece, has deflxoyed the Unity of 
bis Fable, divided our Attention between 
them ; and, by adding many odier inconneded 
Incidents, all foreign to his Defign, has giten 
us an irregular hiftorical Drama, inflead of ^ 
finifhed Tragedy.. 

In all that-related to Cardinal Wolfey he has 
cxaSly followed, hiftorical Truth; and his. 
Character, as dmwQ by the Queen and Grif- 
/if^, with all its Lights andShades, is, as the 
Reader may perceive, dofely copied from that. 
Hiftorian. 

Queen Catharihe^ iii the Pl^> being, told 
bv Griffith^ her Gentleman Ufner,, that the 
Cardinal is dead^ replies^ 

So. 
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So may he reft, his Faults lie gently on him ! 
Yet thus far, Griffith^ give me leave to fpeak 

hini. 
Arid yet with Charity ; he was a Man 
Of an unbounded Stomach, ever ranking 
Himfelf with Princes : One that by Suggeftion 
Ty'd all the Kingdom ; Simony was fair Play : . 
His own Opinion was his Law, I'thTrefence 
He would fay Untruths, and be ever double 
Both in his Words and Meaning. He "was 

never. 
But where he meant to ruin, pitiful. 
His Promifcs were, as he then was, mighty ;. 
But his Performance, as he now is, nothing.. 
Of his own Body he was ill,^ and gave 
The Clergy ill Examples 

*' This Cardinal was of a great Stomach,, 
for he counted h imfelf equal with Princes j and 
by crafty Suggeftion got into his Hands innu- 
merable Treafure ; he forced little on Simony,. 
and was not pitifu' ; and flood afFedlionate \n\ 
his own Opinioni In open Prefence he would 
lie and fay Untruths^ and was double both in 
Speech and Meaning; he would promlfe much 
and perform little j he was vicious of his Body, , 
and gave the Clergy evil Example.** 

Griffith.. 
Noble Madam, 

Men's evil Manners live in Br afs,. their Vir- 
tues 
We write in Water. May it pleafe yout 
Highnefs 

L 6 To 
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To hear me fpcak his Gx)od now ? . 

Catharine. 
Yes, good Griffith^ 
I were malicious elfe.. 

Criffith. 
This Cardinal^ 

Though from an humble Stock, undoubtedljr 
Wasfaftiion'd to much Honour,fromhis Cradle;. 
He was a Scholar, and a ripe and good One; 
Exceeding wife, fair fpoken, and perfuading; 
Lofty and four to them that lov'd him not; 
But to thofe Men^ that fought him, fweet as; 

Summer^ 
And though he were unfatisfy'd in getting, 
(Which was a fm) yet in beftowing. Madam,, 
He was moft princely: Ever witnefs for him- 
Thole Twins of Learning that he raised in you, 
Ipfwich and Oxford^ one of wJiich fell with him„ 
Unwilling to out-live the Good he did it; 
The other, though unfinifh'd,. yeit fo famous,. 
So excellent in Art, and ftill fo rifingy 
That Chriftendom Ihall ever fpeak his Virtue,* 
His Overthrow heap'd Happlnefs upon him;. 
For then, and not till then, he felt himfelf. 
And found the Bleflednefs bf being little: 
And' to add- greater Honours to his Age, 
Than Man could give him,, he dy'd, fearing 

God. 

" This Cardinal, was a- Man undoubtedly 
born to honour; I diink fome Princes Baftard^ 
no Butcher's Son ; exceeding wife,. fair fpoken,, 
high hiinded, full of Revenge, vitioas of his 
Body, lofty to his Enemies, were they never fo, 

bigi 
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kig; to thofe that accepted and : fought hid 
Friendfhip, wonderful courteous 5 a ripe School •* 
man, thrall to afFe£Uons, brought to Bed with 
flattery, infatiable to get, and more princely 
in beftowing; as appeareth by his two Colleges 
of Ipfwich and Oi(ford^ the one overthrown 
with his Fall; the other unfinifhed ; and, 
yet, as it lieth, for a Houfe of Students, con- 
fiderms all the Appurtances, incomparable 
thcoilga Chriftendome, whereof Henry the 
Eiehth is now called Founder, becaufe he let 
it ftand% He held and enjoyed at once the 
Bifhopricks of York^ Durham^ and Winchefter^ 
Ae Dignity of Lord Cardinal, Legate and 
Chancelor,. the Abbey of 5^» Albans^ cKvers Pri- 
ories, fiindsy fat £enifices in commendam\ %* 
great Preferrer of his Servants, an Advancer 
of Learning, ftoutin every Quarrel, Hiever hap- 
py till this his Overthrow, wherein hefliewed 
fuch Moderation and ended fo perfeftly, that 
the Hour of his Deatii did him more Honour 
than all the Pomp of hfe Life." 

Tho' the Char^fter of King Henry is drawn* 
after this Hiftorian, yet Shake/pear has "placed 
it in the moft advantagious Light; In this Play 
Be reprefents him as greatly difpleafed with the 
Grievances of his Subjects and ordering them 
to be relieved, tender and obliging to his 
Queen, gratefjul to the Cardinal,, and in the 
Cafe of Cranmery capable of diftinguifhing 
and rewarding true Merit. If, in the latter 
Part of the Play, he endeavours to caft the dif- 
agreeable Pa^ts of this Prince's Charader 
as much into Shade as poilible^ it is not to be 

woa- 



igo Sbahfpear libifiratedl 

wondered at. Shakejpear wrote in the Reign 
of Queen Eti%ah€th^ a Piinceis who inherited ■ ^ 
more of the Ambition of her Father Henrj^ I >| 
than of the Tenderness and Delicacy of her I ^ 
Mother Antu BuUen : And however ieniible ibe 
might he of the Injuries her Mother endur'd, 
would |i0t have fwered her Father's Charader 
to have been dr^wn in the worft Cdlours, either 
by an Hiftoria^ or a Poet. Shakejpiar has 
exerted an equal degree of Complaii'anc'e to- 
wards Qpeen EUzabetb by the amiable Light* 
he ihews her Mother in» in this Play, 

Anne BtJIep is reprefented as a(Fe£led with 
the moft tender Concern for the Sufferings of 
her Miftrefs, Queen Catharine \ xtc^iynng the 
Honour the King confers on her, by mal^ns 
her Marchioneis of Pembroke^ with a graceful 
Humility; and more anxious to conceal her 
Advancement from the Queen, left it fliould 
aggravate her Sorrows^' than folicitous to 
penetrate into theMeaiAte of fo extiaordinary 
a Favour, or of indulging nerfelf in the flatterr 
iog Profped of future Eoy alt>\ . - 
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T H E 

Tale of Genem^ct: 

From the Italian <jf LodoviccK Ariofto, in 
the Fifth Book of bis Orlando Furiofo., 



THE noble Rilandd failing to England^, 
whither he was fent on an Embafly by 
the Emperor CAarlemaine^ a violent 
Storm arofc, which continuing two Days and' 
Nights, drove him, at bft,. on^the Coaft ot 
Scotland : His Fleet arriving fafe, he ordered 
bis Retinue to meet him at Berwicky himfelf, 
y^ithout anv Attendants, ftruck into the fa* 
mous Foreft oi Caledonia, not without a Hope 
©f meeting with fome Adventure worthy his 
Courage and Virtue, 

While he was plcaiing himfelf with this Ex- 
peAation, {bmetimes riding, and fometimes^ 
walking a flow Pace leading his Horfc, Night 
drew 9n, and he now began. to think it necef- 
fary to go in queft of a £odging. Perceiving 
an Abbey at fome.Diftance« he remounted his 

Horft 
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Horfe and rode up to it. The Abbot and his 
Monks, feeing a Stranger of a noble Appear- 
ance at their Gate, came out, and with great l>e 
Civility invited him to pafs the Night there^ Sj 

he 

RinaUo gratefullv accepted their Ofier; fo 

and being conduced to a Chamber, and R 

an elegant Repaft ferved to the Table, as th 

foon as he had fatisfied the Cravings of an Ap-' P« 

petite made eager by Travel and long Fafting, b: 

he enquired of the good Fathers what noble T 

Exploits in Arms had been lately performed in P 

their Neighbourhood, and whether a Warrior li 
might hope to find any Occafions there of fig- 
nalizing his Valour ? 



1 



*Tis certain, replied the Abbot, that many 
great and wonderful Adventures have been at- 
chievcd in this Foreft, but as the Place, fo are 1 

the Anions, obfcure, and buried in Oblivion : 
However, if Honour be your Purfuit, the pre- 
fent time afford^ you a fit Opportunity to ac- 
quire it ; the Danger, indeed, is great, but if 
you fuccecd eternal Fame will be your Re- 
ward. The young and beautiful Geneura^ 
the Daughter of our King, is accufed by a 
Knight named Lurcanto^ of having violated 
her Chaftity j and it being provided by our 
Scotiijh Laws, that all Damfels, of whatkank 
foever, who are publickly cJ^arged with In- 
continence, (hall jfufFerthePunifliment.of Fire, 
unlcfe a Champion be found who will under- 
take their Defence, and fight with^ the Ac- 
cufer. 
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Gtneura^ in Confcquence of this Law, has 
been adjudged to die, and only a Month's 
Space allowed her to procure a Defender of 
her Life and Honour. The King, anxious 
for his Daughter's Safety, but more for her 
Reputation, has caufed it to be proclaimed 
throughout his Dominions, that by whatever 
Perfon (provided his fiirth be not abfolutely 
bafe) his Daughter (hall be delivered from the 
Danger that threatens her, to him fhalJ tli« 
Princefs be given in Marriage, with a Portion 
fuitable to her high Rank and Quality. 

This Enterprize, noble Stranger, is worthy 
your Youth, your Courage, and Generofity : 
The Law of Arms requires all true Knights to 
undertake the Defence of injured and opprefled 
Ladies j and, furely, a fairer t&an Gencura is 
not to be found from one Extremity of the 
Globe to the other \ nor, if common Opinion 
may be relied on, a chafter. 

And is it poffible, faid Rinaldo after a little 
Paufe, that this fair Princefs is condemned to 
die for having generoufly rewarded die Paflion 
of a faithful Lover ? Curfed be the Makers of 
fo hard a Law 5 more curfed they that are in- 
fluenced by it. For me it matters not whether 
Geneura be juftly or unjuftly accufcd j what 
has been imputed to her as a Crime, were I 
her Judge, fhe fhould be applauded for, had 
fhe taken care to have avoided Difcovery j 
and, as it is, I am refolved to defy her Accufer 
to Combat, and, I truft^ ihall be able to deliver 

her 
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her from the unjuft and cruel PimiOimcnC (he 
has been doomed to» 

'The Abbot and Monks, ovcijoyed that they 
had procured a Champion for their Princefs, 
lavifhed a thoufand Praifes on Rinaldo for his 
generous Defign ; and he, full of Impatience 
to begin the glorious Enterprize, being furnifh* 
cd by his Hofts with a Guide, iet out early the 
next Morning for the Scotttjh Court, leaving 
the good Famers charmed with his Courage 
and Gallantry, and offering up repeated Pray* 
ers to Heaven for Jus Succefs^ 

As they were purfuing their Journey througb 
Bye-roads, for the greater Expedition, a Cry, 
as of fomc Perfon in Diftrefs, rouzed all their 
Attention. Inftantly Rinaldo clapped Spurs to 
his Horfe, and bending his Couric towards the 
Place from whence the Noife proceeded, he 
came to a deep Valley, furrounded with Trees,^ 
thrQugh the Branches of which he perceived a 
young Maid ftruggling to free herfelf from the 
Wands of two Ruffians, who were attempting 
to murder her. Tranfported with Rage at this 
Sight, the generous Rinaldo flew to the ReHef 
of the diftreffed Damfel i his Appearance fo 
terrified the intended Murderers, that they left 
their Prciy, and fled with the utnK>ft Preupita* 
tion. 

Mean time the Maid recovered from hei^ 
Fright, thanked her Deliverer with a Tranf- 
port of Joy and Gratitude, and was beeim>ing> 
to acquaiat him with, the Story of her Misfor- 
tunes,, 
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tunes, when he, who had not alighted, beii^ 
eager to purfue his Journey, commanded his 
Guide to take her up behind him; and as diey 
travelled, having at leifure obferved hec Coun- 
tenance and Behaviour, he.wa&fomuchftruck 
with the Beauty of the one, and the foft and 
gentle Modefty of the other, that his Curiofity 
was awakened, and he became folicitous to 
know by what means ihe Jiad been brought in- 
to To cruel a Situation. 

His Jlequeft beins inforced with kind Af- 
iuranccs of future rrot3e<aian^ the Damfel, 
with a low Voice, and Eyes caft down in a 
graceful Confiifion, began in ihts manner : 

Since* vou, my generous Deliverer^ have 
commanaed me to relate my Mbfortune^, pre- 
pare to hear a Tale more full of Horror, an 
ASt of greater Villainy and Bafenefs than -^ 
thensy Thebes^ or jtrgos ever knew. Ah ! 'tis 
no Wonder diat our barren Clime is curft witk 
a long Winter's ceafclefe Rage, Pheebus dif- 
dains to 0iine upon a Land where fuch inhu^ 
man Crimes are perpetrated 3 De^ black ai 
Darknefs, , and fit to be covered with cverfaft-i' 
ing Night ; unhappy as I am, I bore but too 
great a Share in thoJTe I am going to relate. 

From my earlieft Youth I was brought up 
in the Palace with the Dai^hter of our King, 
honoured with a near Attendance on her Per^ 
Ton, and happy in the PofleiSon of her Al^ 
fe£iio^ and Efteem. Lrong might I have en^ 
joyed this delightful Situation > but Love (ah 1 

that 
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thatev^r fofweet a Paffion fliould prove the 
Source of fo much Mifery) Love interrupted 
my Tranquillity, fubjeded my whole Soul, 
and gave me up to Guilt, to Shame, and un- 
availing Penitence. 

The Duke of Alban vrzs the Subjeft of my 
Virgin Wifhes, my Youth and Perfon pleafed 
him ; (killed as he was in every deluding Art 
bjr which the falfc and the deiigning Part of 
his Sex betray the unexperienced of ours, is it 
any Wonder that I was deceived ? Fond of 
believing what I wiihed, and judging of hii 
Paffion jsy my own, I yielded to his Defires, 
and vainly hoped this Sacrifice of my Honour 
would fecure to me for ever, the ^oiTeffiou 
of bis Heart. 

Our guilty Commerce lafted fome Months, 
during whicn time I always received his Vifits 
in a Summer Apartment belonging to the Prin- 
cefs my Miftrefs, into which, as it was now 
the moft rigid Sealon of the Year, fhe never 
entered ; and being alfo in a Part of the Palace 
little frequented, and the Windows oppofite to 
fome ruined Houfes, my Lover could come 
thither unobferved, and by the Help of a filken 
Cord which I let down to him, eafUy afcend 
the ChaiBber. 

All Senfc of Virtue being now fiibdued, and 
my whole Soul funk in a dear lethargicfc Dream 
ot Pleafure, I never once fufpefted, that as 
my Paffion increafed, that of my Lover was. 
dccreafmg : Ah F my too violent Love favour- 
ed 
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e* his Deceit, or foon I might have perceived 
that he/cigned much, and loved but little. 

At length, notvi^itftftanding my Prepofief- 
fion, his Coldnefs became vifiMe ; I figh*d, I 
wept, I repi^ach'd, alas !; how unavailing are 
all Endeavours to revive /a decaying PaSion, 
fatiated by Poflqffion, ^d conftant only to In- 
xx)nftancy. 

P^IyneJ/i^ fo was my faithlefs Lover named, 
languiihed in fecrct for the bright Geneura^ my 
royal Miftrefs, . I knoW not if this Paflion com- 
menced before my Ruin was compleated, or 
whether her more powerful Charms was the 
Caufe of his Infidelity;, but certain itHs, that 
relying on the fervent Love I bore him, he 
made no Scruple to confefs his Flame, even to 
me, urging me by all the Arguments his wick- 
ed Mind could (uggeft, to move the Heart of - 
Geneura in his Favour. 

^ Ah 1 my Lord judge, if this cruel Man was 
dear to me, ever folicitous to procure his Hap- 
pinefs, and foothed by his Afllirances that Am- 
bition was the prevailing Motive' of his Addrefs 
to the Princefs, in which, if he fucceeded, he 
v-owed to keep me ftill his, and that I fliould 
Share with her his Perfon and his Heart, t 
confented to all he propofed; and following 
his Inftrudions, took all Opportunities of 
praifmg him to my Miftrefs. 
. . •• ' » • 

The Duke oiAlban was the conftant Subjeft 
of my Difcourfe; I extolled his Valour his 
Qenerofity, . his illuftrioue Birth, the manly 
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Graces of his Perfon, the mingled Sweetneft 
and Dignity of his Mani^crs $ the charming 
Theme tranfported me out of myfelf j with 
eager Pleafure I ran over all his Virtues, dwelt 
with Delist on everj imputed Charm; fcarce 
could my Tongue keep Pace "v^th the over- 
flowings of my lovefick Fancy, fond erf the 
dear Indulgence of talking m a perfonated 
Charader of him I loved. 

Qut when, in Compliance with his Injunc* 
tiona, I ventured to infimiate his Paffion for 
her, then only did I fytak with Coldnefs 
and Reftraint; flowly the unwilling Words 
fpund way, checked ny my rifrng Sighs, ^ 
pre^cQdby my filuflies. My Emotions couM 
not have been hid from an interefted Obferva- 
tion ; but the Princefs was not only wholly 
indifferent to Paiyneffo^ but indulged a fecret 
Paflion for the all^^accon^pliihed Arkdant^ 

This young KrfTght, an Italian by Birth, 
Oimc with his Brother tp ihc Court of Sc&tkmdy 
either in purfuit of Gloiy, or to tranfaft fome fe- 
cret Bufinefs with the King. To the Graces of 
his Forfti, than which Nature never made one 
more lovely, is added a Mind frau^t with 
whatever is mofl great and excellent in Man- 
kind ; his Valour never yet found an equal in 
our Land ; his is the Prize at every Tourne- 
mcnf, his the foiiemofl: Honours of the Field: 
in Peace the Ornament of our Court, in W«r 
the Defender of our Country. . 

The King, to ' whooB he had indeared him- 
felf fay a tbovfand Services, loaded him with 
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Riches and Honours, and gave him the firft 
Employments in the Kingdom; the Hill of 
'Sicily bums not with fiercer Fires, nor glows 
Vefuvius with more ardent Flames, than thofe 
which the bright Eyes of our Princeft kindled \xk 
the Heart oi Arioiant. 

I foon difcovered that Geneura approved, 
encouraged and returned his Paffionj and being, 
as you may eafilv imagine, not greatly con- 
cerned at tnis Ooftacle to the Defires of my. 
faithlefs Duke, I acquainted him with allX 
knew, and from the apparent Impoflibility of 
his ever fucceedrng in his Attempt, clrew 
Arguments to induce him to give it over. 

Polyneffo^ naturally haughty and vindiftive, 
could not bear with ratience, the Thoughts of 
being reje<9:e4 for a Stranger. Every way, as 
he conceived, his Inferior; Difdain, Shame, 
Rage, by turns, engrofled his Soul, and ba- 
nished tnenpe every fofter PajQion ; his Love 
few Geneura was now Converted to the moft 
obftinate Hatred, and he refolved to accomplifti 
her ruin by the blackeft Treafon that ever was 
conceived in the Heart of Man. 

His Scheme of Revenge concerted, in which 
I, alas ] tho' ignorantly, was to aft the chiefeft 
Part, he one Day accofted me with an Air 
more tender and atFeftionatc than ufual. 

My dear DaRnday faid he, generous and 
kind as you have been tp me, well may you 
-think yourfelf injured by my Inconftancy, 

but 
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but as Trees, you know, when crept by the 
Pruner's Hand, (hoot out into frefh luxurismt 
Branches, fo on the Root , of my Pafiion for 
Geneuray young Buds of Fondnefs rife and all 
the ripening Fruit is yours. 

. Nor do I languilh fo much for the Pofleifion 
of Geneura*s Beauties, as I Difdain to be thus 
itjefted and contemned ; and, left this Grief 
fliould prey too forcibly on my Heart, do thou, 
my Fair, indulge my fick Fancy with a kind 
Deceit, and in the Drefs of that too haughty 
Charmer, receive me to thy Arms. 

When the Princefs is retired to Bed, put on 
her Robes, adorn thee with her richeft Jewels, 
with her Girdle bind thy fwelling Bofom, let 
her Coronet glitter on thy beauteous Brow, 
and beneath it let thy Hair defcend in graceful 
Curls like hers ; then, in her borrowed Form, 
attend my coming at the well-known Win- 
dow ; thus (hall my Pride be gratified, and 
my capricious Fancy pleafed. 

Without reflefting on the infidious Purport 
of this Requeft, I promifed to comply with it ; 
and, for many fucceffive Nights, received him 
in the Habit he prefcribed. Having thus 
wrought me to his Wilh, his wicked Arts 
were next played off on Ariedant. 

Before the Duke had any Knowledge of his 
Paffion for the Princefs, he had lived in drift 
Friendfhip with this young Knight, and thence 

took 
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took Occafipn to reproach him with the Breach 
of it, by prefuming to addrefs the Princefs, 

In you, jTaid he, I little expefted a Rival as 
well on Account of your Attachment to me, 
as the Improbability of your fucceeding in your 
Attempt; for you are not now to be told of the 
mutual Paffion that has lone joined Geneuras 
Heart and mine, nor that 1 intend foon to . 
a(k the King's Confent to efpoufe her 5 why 
then do you fondly thruftyourfelf between me 
and my ajmoft certain H^ppinefs? how dif- 
ferently fhould I a6l were I in your Place ? 

Why this to me, my Lord ? replied Ariodant 
haftily,'tis you who have betrayed ourFriendihip, 
you have commenced my Rival, not I yours ; 
1 claim a prior Right in fair Geneura^ as have- 
ing loved her firft, and have been happy enough 
to infpire her with an equal Flame; this you 
^might have perceived, had yovi not been blind- 
ed by Obftinacy; fince then the Laws of 
Friendfhip demand one of us to yield, bs yours 
the Tafk as having lefs Right to pcrfifl, and 
\p{s JFJope of fucceediqg than myfelf. In Riches 
indeed you are my Superior; but the King's 
Favour is equally ftiared betwixt us, and in 
die Heart of Geneura the Advantage is wholly 
mine. 

What Errors does not Love Occafion? repli- 
ed the Duke; each thinks himfclfthe hiipp/ 
Obje(5t of her Wifties, and yet 'tis certain tint 
only one is loved: Thus then let us decide th* 
Conteft; he who can give the moll: eertuin 

Vol. III. i\l Prouis 
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Proofs of her Affeftion fhall be left by the 
other in the free and undifturbed Pofleffion of 
it; but, firft, let us bind ourfelves by the moft 
folemn Oaths not to difclofe each others Secret. 

To this Ar'iodant^ with trembling Impatience 
agreed, and the artful Duke went on in this 
Manner : 

'Tis now almoft five Months fince the 
beautious Geneura^ rewarded my ardent Love 
with the Pofleffion of her Pcrfon; oft has the 
confcious Queen of Night lent me her (hades 
to guide me to my Charmer and feen me hap- 
py in her Arms. 

*Tis falfe, by Heaven, interrupted Ariodant<^ 
tranfported with Rage ; not that cold Queen, 
whofe Name thou haft profaned, is chatter 
than my Geneura: Traitor, with my good 
Sword 1 11 prove thou lyeft, take Notice I defy 
thee to mortal Combat, and will with thy 
deareft Blood, wafli away the Slanders thou 
haft thrown upon my Princefs. 
, \ ■ 

Moderate your Rage, faid the calm Villain, 
I mean to give you Proofs, convincing Proofs, 
- of what I have faid, your own Eyes fhall be 
Witnefles of the Favours I enjoy. 

The unhappy Arkdant^ pale, trembling, 
and loft in fpeechlefs Grief and Horror at 
thofe fataj Words, ftood for fome Moments 
fixed in racking Thought, like the fad Statue 
•f Defpairi then raifing his. Eyes, overflowing 

with 
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wth Tears, to Heaven, andpaffionatclyftrik- 
ittg his groaning Breaft, and can it be, he 
cried, that my Geneura\ that Princeis whom 
I loved, whom I adored, with fuch pure Re- 
verence as mortals pay to Deities, (hould be- 
-come the Prey of loofe Defires, and give her 
faithful Ariodant to Death ? Oh ! 'tis impof- 
ilble, though a God fpoke it^ lihould fay^'were 
fialfe. 

Incredulous Man, faid Polyneffi^ have I not 
offered to give thee Proofs that cannot be de- 
nied ? thy Eyes fliall ^ee the Favours fhe befto ws 
on me. 

I take you at your Word, refumed Ariodant 
impatiently, give mc to behold her Guilt and 
I am fatisfyed. 

To morrow Night, faid the Duke, I have 
an Appointment with her ; I will conduft you 
to a Place from whence, unperceived, you 
yourfelf fhall behold me afccnd her Chamber 
Window, and judge by the Reception Ihe gives 
me, if I am happy in her Favour. . 

To this the almoft diftra£led Ariodant con- 
fented ; and, at the appointed Time, followed' 
the Duke to thofe ruined Houfes I mentioned 
before, and there flood concealed from View: 
Being doubtful of, PolyneJfo''s Intentions he had 
ordered his Brother Lurcanio to arm and go 
with him, directing him to ftay at a convenient 
Diftance fo as to be within call if a;iy Treach- 
ery was offered him, but not in Sight pi: Gene- 
M 2 K «;Vii 
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ura's Window: for he would have no Witnefi 
of her Guilt but himfclf. 

The Duke, having placed Ariodant moft 
conveniently for his Purpofe, advanced and 
gave the ufual Sign; unhappy as I am I heard, 
and, eagerly obeyed the welcome Summons, 
adorned in Geneura^s richeft Robes, and cover- 
ed with the Veil that Princefles only wear, I 
appeared at the Window and threw the Silken 
Ladder over to my Lover. 

Lurcanio either fearing for his Brother's 
Safety, or defirous of prying into his Secrets, 
quitted his appointed Station and unperceived 
by him, walked ft>ftly forward till he came 
within ten Paces of Ariodant^ and now my 
faifhlefs Duke was feen by both the Brothers 
(though known only to Ariodant) to afcend 
the Ladder and gain th« Chamber Window, 
at which I met him with a tender Embrace, 
wandering over his Lips and Eyes with eager 
Kiffes. 

This Sight fo enflamed the Soul of Ari^ 
edant with Rage and Grief, that draw- 
ing out his Sword, and fixing the Pummel of 
it in the Ground, he was going to rufh with 
2^1 his Force upon the Point, had he not been 
prevented by Lurcanio^ who perceiving his rafli 
Defign fprang to him in an Inftant, and having 
thrown afide the fatal Inftrument of Death, 
- received his finking Brother in his Arms. 

Ah 
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Ah miferable Brother ! faid Lurcanlo^ by what 
wild Fury ai't thou pofleft to fall thus meanly 
for a Woman ? Now curfed, forever curfed be 
all the Kind, may they all perlfh, in one wide 
Ruin, blown as they are, like Clouds, with 
every blaft of Wind ; and this fair Mifchief 
that has betrayed thee, let us devife fome glo- 
rious Vengeance for her : Let not thy noble 
Life be facrificed to her Falfhood ; hcr's is the*" 
Crime, be hcr's the Puniflimcnt ; proclaim her 
Guilt aloud, accufe her to the King, my Eyes 
as well as thine have feen her Infamy, and, 
with my Sword I'll make good thy Affertion. 

Ariodant^ whofe Soul was torn with various 
and conflifting Pafllons, fmiled gloomily at 
the Mention of Revenge 5 a while he feemed 
to bury everv Thought of Grief and of Defpair 
in that one Hope of facrificing the guilty Lover 
to his Wrongs : But alas ! the curclefs Wound 
remained behind; Geneura^ bafe as j[he appear- 
ed, he loved with fuch unceafing Fondnefs, 
that wholly unable to endure her Lofs, and 
dreading no Hell like diat within his Bofom, 
once more he refolved to die. 

To Lurcamoy however he diffembled his De- 
fign, and went Home with him at his Requeft; 
but early the next Morning he departed, leav- 
ing no Traces behind him from whence it 
might be gathered to what Place he was gone. 

Lurcanio^ dreading the fatal EiFeSs of his 
Defpair, was pierced to his inmoft Soul at the 
M 3 ^^-^^ 



1 



246 Slake^ear ^IllUjlrat£d. | 

News of his Flight; the King and the wHotc ^ 

C ourt took Part in his Affli(Stion j no Methods u 

were left untried to difcover where he wasv Y 
MefTengers were fcnt in fearch of liim to the 
utmoft Extremities of the Kingdom : But all 

returned without any Succefs, *] 

At length a Peafant came to Court, and at 
his Requeft was introduced to the Princefs,. 
who informed her, that as he was travelling ta 
the City he met Ariodant\ that this unhappy 
Knight obliged him to follow him and, be Wit- 
nefs of an A<ft he was going to perform; that 
obeying his Orders they journeyed on together 
till they came to a fteep Rock that hung pendant 
over the Sea, fronting the Irijh Ifland. 

Ariodanty faid the Peafant, a&ending this* 
Rock commanded me to cbferve well what he 
^\dy to give you an Account of it, and tell you 
his laft Words ; which were, that' he had i^^n. 
too much : Then fpringing furioufly from thc: 
tcp of the Rock, he precipitated himfelf into 
thc Sea. Terrified at the dreadful Sight, I 
haftily turned back, and travelled hither to bring 
you the fatal News. 

Gefieuray overwhelmed with Grief and 
Amazement for the Death of her Lover, and 
the ftrange Meffage he had fent her, abandon- 
ed herfelf to the moft violent Excefles of De- 
^airj flue beat her beautious Bofom, tore her' 
Hair, and in the wildnefs of her Woe, a thou- 
fand Times invoked tiie dear loved Name of 

Jriffdanti 
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Arlodant'y repeated the myfterious Words he 
uttered, and as often cabled on Death to end 
her. 

The News of his Death, with the fad 
'Manner of it, fpread Grief and Confternation 
through the whole City; even the remoteft 
Parts of Scotland felt and lamented the lofs of 
their valiant Defender ^ the King and the whole 
Court bewailed his lofs with the fincereft Sor- 
row : but Lurcanio^ fuperior in Grief, as more 
nearly interefted in the dear deceafed, mourn- 
ed his unhappy Brother with all the tenderneis 
of fraternal Love,^ and all the warn>th of 
Friendlhip, 

Revolving in his Mind the fatal Ad- 
venture of the Window, which had been 
the Caufe of his Brother's Diftraftion ; the 
Defire and Hope of Revenge afforded fome 
Relief to the poignancy of his Woe, and ob* 
ffinately bent to lacrifice the Princefs to the 
Manes of his Ariodant^ he prefented himfelf be- 
fore the King and Council, and accufed her of 
Incontinence, relating all that Ariodant and 
he had feen, and the fatal EfFe£ls it had upon 
iiim i he then reminded the King of the Scottijh 
Laws againft unchaftity, and loudly demanded' 
Juftice on the Princefs. 

Horror and Amazeihent feized the Soutof 
the unhappy Father; Geneura tho' dearer to 
him than Life, tho' innocent in his Opinion, 
he has not Power to fcreen from the Danger 
that threatens. her;, the Laws indeed ^jermit 
M4, Nis^^ 
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the accufed to have a Champion to fight in hcf 
Defence; by whom, if the Profecuter (who is 
obliged to maintain by Force of Arms the 
Truth of his Aflertion) is worfledjflic is declared 
guiltlefs of the Crimes laid to her Charge. 

To this only Remedy the King has Recourfcj 
and caiifcs it to be proclaimed throughout his 
Dominions, that if any Knight of noble Birth 
will undertake the Defence of his Daughter^ 
and by Force of Arms fhall vanquifli her Ac- 
cufer, on him he will beftow the Priacefsi 
with a Dower fuitable to her Quality^ 

Notwithftanding thfs Proclamation no Knight 
has yet offered himfelf for the EnterprizCj 
deterred therefrom by the known Valour of 
Lurcanio'y the King, no lefs anxious for Gene'^ 
nraS Reputation than her Life, caufed all hcf 
Miiids to be brought to a Tryal, who with 
one Voice declared they never were privy to 
any Intrigue of their royal Miflrcfs. 

Alarmed at thefe Proceedings, 2ind dreading 
the Confequence of a fnrther Scrutiny, I urged 
the Duke to take fome Meafures for our com- 
mon Security, he, U'^ith diflembled Kindnefs, 
praifed my Secrecy and AiFeftion, and kni 
two Men to conduft me to a CafHe of his at a 
great Diftance from the Court. 

Wholly relying on his Faith, I put myfelf un- 
der the Protedioti of thofe two Villains, whom 
the Duke, defu-ous of removing for ever the 
on\y Perfon who could difcover his Guilt, 
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ordered when they came to a convenient Place 
to murder me ; happily for me Chance conduct- 
ed you that Way; you delivered me from my 
impending Fate, and while it fliall pleafe 
Heaven to preferve my unhappy Life, it fliall 
be fpent, in grateful Acknowledgments to my ^ 
Proteftor. 

This Account of Geneura^s Innocente was 
extreamly welcome to Rinaldo ; for tho' con- 
fiding in his own Courage he was not without 
Hopes of delivering her, guilty as ftie appeared; 
yet the certainty that he was going to fight in 
.a juft Caufe, animated him with double Fires, 
and gave him almofl: a Confirmation of Viftory. 

Now clapping Spurs to his Horfe he rode on 
with fuch eager Hafte, that the noble Town 
of 5/. Andrews foon appeared in View. There 
the Combat was to be performed, the Guards 
had already furrounded the Lifts, the Chal- 
lengers Trumpet had founded, and the unhap- 
py King, pale, trembling, and full of eager 
Anxiety, liftened with a beating Heart, and 
fear-checked Wiflics for an accepting Anfwer. 

Mean time Rinaldo^ having left the fright- 
ed Dalinda at an Inn, with repeated Affu- 
rances of gaining her Pardon, in cafe he van- 
quiflied the Princefs's Accufer, advanced to- 
wards the City-gate : Here he was met by a 
young Page, who iniFormed him that an un- 
known Knight, clad all in fable Armour, was 
arrived j that he had demanded the Combat 
with Lurcanio^ and declared he would die, or 
M 5 free 
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free the Puncefs from her ignominious Stn^ 

tence. 

Rinaldoy impatient to unfold the Myfterjr^ 
thundered at the City- gates, which being open- 
ed, he rode eagerly to the Lifts ; there behold- 
ing the Combatants engaged, he forced his 
Way through the Prefs, and crying aloud that 
they fhould ccafe the Fight,, demanded an in- 
jB^nt Audience of the King.' 

The Marfhals of the Field thereupon parted- 
the two Champions, and Rinaldo was imme- 
diately conduced to the King ; to whom he 
related the whole Story of Piiynejfo^s Treachc- 
r)S as he had received it from Dalinda y adding 
that he would prove the Truth of it by Force 
of Arms, and begged he might be allowed tO; 
defy the Traitor Duke to fuigle Combat. 

The noble Form of Rinaldo^ but chiefly 
the plcafing Purport of his Speech, gained.hiniu 
abfolute Credit with the King. Scarce could, 
the raptur'd Parent reftrain the wild Exultings 
of his Joy at this Confirmation of his Geneu- 
ra^s Innocence ; dearer than Life or Empire 
was fhe loved by him, and freely would he 
have facrificed both to fave her Honour : He 
hefitated therefore not a Moment in permitting 
the requefted Combat, , hut .ordered Duke Poly;- 
nejft) to be called. 

He> by his Office of High Conftable, have^ 
ing the ordering of the Combat, was riding 
proudly about 5ie Field, exulting in his fuc- 

cefsfiil* 
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celsful Trcafon, and anticipating^, in his own 
Mind, the Ruin of the fair and injured G/«^«r^y 
ignorant though he was of the Defign of this 
Summons, . yet coward Guilt fuggefting the 
worft he had to fear, with a difordered Air, 
and Eyes expreifive of the various Apprehen- 
fions that ftruck his cohfcious Soul, he met the. 
reproachful Look of his King, and the fierce 
Glances oi Rinaldo. 

That noble Warrior repeating in a few 
Words the Treafons he had been guilty of,, 
challenged him to the Field : Polyne£o denied 
the Accufation, but accepting the proferred 
Combat, becaufe he could not avoid it, retired 
to arm himfelf, while Rinaldo^ fraught with, 
the pious Prayers and Bleflings of the King, 
entered the Lifts, and ordered his Trumpet to 
Ibund. 

At the third filaft the Duke appeared, pale 
Terror and Difmay were piftured in his Face, 
his fainting HeaA throbbed with the confcious 
Pangs of Guilt, and Horrors of impending 
Fate \ confufed, diftracfted, not knowing what 
he did, he darted fprwards at the Signal given 
to begin the Fight ; but his weak Lance, ill- 
guided by his trembling, hand, fell harmlefs to 
the Ground* 

Not fo the great Rinaldo ; he, with calm 
Courage, and Brave, yet unaffuming Con- 
fidence, meditated the Wound, and rifing all 
collefted to the Blow, threw his famed Lance 
with fuch unerring Skill and Force, that it 
M 6 \ ^\&\c^^ 
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pierced quite through the Armoiit of PolyniJJn 
and hid its fatal Point within hi« Side. 

The Traitor fell, RinaUo eagerly difmount^ 
ed and approaching him unlaced his Helmet* 
With faint low voice he called for Mercy, 
and thinking to deferve it, confefled unafked 
the Wrong he had been guilty of to Geneura \ 
then as if L.ife had been only lent him till he 
had cleared her Innocence, fcarce had he ut- 
tered another Prayer for Mercy, but Dedth 
fuppreft the coward Supplication, and he lay a 
breathl^fs Coarfe at the Feet of Rinaldo* 

The People traitfpotted with Joy that their 
Princefs was not only delivered from Death, 
but reftored to her former fanftity of Charac-* 
ter, niadis the Air refound with their Accla^ 
mations. 

Rinaldo being conduced to the King, untied 
the Beaver of his Helmet, and was immediately 
known to be that famous Knight of Italy ^ whole 
noble Exploits were i^oifed over all the habitable 
World. 

The King embraced him in a Jrapture of 
Joy and Gratitude j the Nobles crouded round 
the Deliverer of their Princefs, loaded him with 
Bleffings, and ftrove to exceed each other in 
Pxaifes of his invincible Valour* 

Thefe Congratulations over, all Eyes W6re 
turned upon the unknown Knight in black 
Armour^ who had io generoufly undertaken 

the 
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the Defence of Geneura againft her Accufer 
Lurcanio ; penfive he flood during the Fight 
between Polynejfo and Rinaldoy his Eyes fixed 
upon the Combatants, with eager Attention 
he had liftened to the dying Words of the 
treacherous Duke, and while the Multitude 
in loud fhouts expreffed their Joy^ and the 
King and Court were paying Honours to the 
glorious Viftor, he flood apartfrom the Throng, 
abforbed in Thought, and wholly infenfible of 
the 't'umult around him. 

The King caufed him to be conduced to his 
Prefence, and acknowledging himfelf greatly 
obliged to his generous Intention, preffed him 
to let him know in what manner he could re- 
pay the Obligation. 

The Knight made no Anfwer, but bowing 
low, and throwing off his Helmet, the King 
and Court, with the utmoflAftonifhment, be- 
held the lovely Face olAriodant ; Wonder and 
Joy kept them all filent for a while ; at length 
the King, recovering from his Surprize, clafp'd 
the young Warrior to his Brcaft with a tender 
Embrace : 

Is it pofEble, faid Jhe, in a Tone of Voice 
cxpreffive of the ftrongeft Tranfport, that I 
behcJd again my -</w^«/, the gallant Defend- 
er of my Dominions, and the brave Champion 
for my Daughter's Honour? him whom I la- 
mented as dead, whom my whole Kingdom 
mourned for, tell me by what flrangeyet hap- 
py Chance I noW behold thee livings whofe 

Death 
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Death was (b confidently affirmed^ and ib uni- 
verfally believed. 

Ariodant knowing the tCing was acquainted 
with the whole Story of his Love, replied 
without Referve : 

The Peafant, my Lord, whom I detained 
tobea Witnefs ofthefad Effeds of my Defpair, 
and to bring the News of it to the Princefs, in- 
formed her truly that I caft myfelf from the 
Rock into the oea, but that natural {Repug- 
nance we have all to Death, when near, howr 
ever we may defpife its Terrors at a Diftance, 
impelled me, involuntarily, to ufe Meafures 
to preferve a Life which a Moment before I 
had been fo defirous of lofing. 

As foon as I rofe again upon the Surface of 
the Waves, I applied myfelf to fwimming, at 
which I was very expert, and foon reached the 
neighbouring Shore, faint, weary, and almoft 
breathlefs I threw myfelf down amidft the 
Rufhes, and was found in this Condition by an 
ancient Hermit, whofe Cell was at a (mall 
Diftance. 

Thither he conduced me, and in a few Days 
his charitable Cares reftored me to my Strength ; 
but alas ! my Mind wastortur'd ftillwith va- 
rious PaiEons ; Love, Hate, Defpair, and ea- 
ger Thirft of Vengeance, by Turns poflefled 
me ; in vain I fought to banifh the Idea ofGe- 
neura from my Soul, it ftill returned with 
double Force \ nor could 'her Infidelity, o£ 

which,. 
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whichy, miftaken Wretch that I was, I thought 
I had fuch convincing Proofs, weaken the 
Power of her refiftlefe Charms. 

Thus languifhing,. with a curelefs Wound, 
I heard the News of her Accufation by my 
Brother, and the Danger to which her Life: 
and Honour were expofed: A^ that Moment, 
forgetting the Injuries I had fuffered, infenfible 
to all the Tyes of Confenguinity and Friend- 
fliip, and only folicitous for her Safety, I de- 
termined to fight with my Brother in her De- 
fence, plealing myfelf with the Thought, that 
if I did not free her, I fliould at left have the ' 
Satisfa<ftion of dying in her Caufe, and there- 
by proving how much Superior to Polyneffb was 
my Love, who though favoured as he v^^as by 
her he wanted Courage to defend h^r. 

Having provided myfelf with Armour that 
might effectually conceal me, I came hither 
full of Fury againft my Brother, whom I could 
Bot but confidcr as my worft Enejny, fmce he 
was the Accufer of the flill adored Geneuraj 

The Arrival of the brave Rinaldo happily 
prevented the Continuance of a Combat, which 
muft have ended in the Death of one Brother, 
and eternal Remorfe to the other. 

With Joy I behold the'Princefe delivered 
from the ignominious Death with which (he 
was threatened y but oh ! withfar more Rapture 
do I congratulate your Majefly on this Dif- 
covery of her Innocence: nappy Rinaldo ^ to 

bf 
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be at once the Defender of her Life, and Re- 
ilorer of her Honour: As for me I fought only 
to preferve her from Death ; and if tnat was 
denied me, to have the Satisfa<SHon, at leaft, 
of dying in her Defence, by the Hand of a 
Friend and Brother. 

The King who loved him before for his 
Virtues, was fo charmed with this generous 
Proof of his Paffion for his Daughter, that he 
eafily yielded to the Solicitations of Rtnaldo 
and the Noblemen of his Court, to beftow the 
Princefs on fo faithful a Lover ; and endowing 
her with the Dutchy of Albania^ which, on 
Polynejfo's Deceafe, reverted to the Crown, he 
gave her Hand to Ariodant in the Prefence of 
the whole Court, and the Nuptials were foon 
after celebrated with the utmoft Magnificence. 

Rinaldo having obtained Dalindd's Pardon, 
who retired into a Monaftery, took leave of 
the King and happy Lovers, and purfucd his 
Voyage to England* 
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Much ado about nothing, 

DON Pedro^ Prince of Arragon^ re- 
turning from a fuccefsful Battle^ and 
attended by his Baftard Brother Don 
John^ and two young Noblemen, ftop 
at MeJJina in Sicily^ the Governor of which 
Place is his Friend: Here they are invited to 
ftay a Month. Claudia one of the young 
Noblemen falls in Love with Hero Daughter 
to the Governor, and acquainting the Prince^ 
whofe favourite he is, with his raffion, Don 
Pedro pfomifes his Affiftance; and afluming 
the Name and Charafter of Claudia^ in a Maf- 
querade given that Night by the Governor, 
courts Hero, and obtains her Father's Confent 
to the Match^ 

Don John hating Claudioj on Account of 
the Friendlhip fubfifting bctw^^n Us ^lo'^^t 
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and him, and being Irkewife of a Difpofitioft 
prone to every kind of Mifchief, engages ea- 
gerly in a Scheme propofed by his wicked Con- 
hdent Borachloy^ to break off" the intended 
Marriage. 

Borachio t<Ah him that a Year fmce, when 
they were laft at MeJJina^ he had gained the 
Favour of Margaret one of Hero*s waiting 
Women; that it woulcfbe therefore eafy for 
him to perfuade Margaret to perfonate her 
Miftrefs Hero^ and talk to him from her 
Chamber Window. Do you, fays he to Don 
John^ ten the Prince and Claudia that the 
Daughter of Lecnato is a bafe Wanton, that 
fhe is engaged in a criminal Intrigue with one 
©f your Servants,, and to prove that this Accu- 
fation is not meer Calumny, bring them to a. 
convenient Place where they may near all our 
Converfation, which fhall be wholly calculated 
to ruin the Reputation of Hero j the Plot thus^ 
Jaid, Don John departs^ to learn as he fays, the 
Day of Marriage. 

In the mean Time the Governor, Don 
Pidro^ Claudia and Heroy. form an innocent 
Stratagem to make BenediSf and Beatrice 
Leonato^s Niece in Love with each other, which 
fucceeds. Don John tells his Brother and 
Claudia that Hero is a Strumpet, which they 
not immediately crediting, he offers to conduo: 
them to a Place where they fhall be Witnefles 
of an Affignation between her and his Servant 
Borachioi Ckudio hereupon declares that if he, 

fijEUl&> 
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finds her diihpnoured, he will difgrace her the 
next Day in Church by rcfufing to marry her, 
and pubhcly afligning the Caufe of his Refufal. 

The next Mo.ning they meet at Church; 
the Prieft is going to begin the Ceremony 
"when Claudioj who had been efFeftually im- 
pofed upon by Margnrefs perfonating her 
Miftrefs, taxes Hero with incontinence, and 
refufes to give his Hand to (as he calls) her 
•^ an approved Wanton/* The Prince adds 
that himfelf, his Brother and Count Claudio^ 
had heard herthelaft Night hold fhameful Con- 
vtik with a look Ruffian^ from her Chamber 
Window. 

The unhappy Faliier,overwheImed with Grie£ 
and Shame, reproaches his Daughter with her 
Guilt; fee faints; the Prince, Claudia^ and 
the Baftard Don John^ go, out; the PViar 
having obferved Heroes Looks and Behaviour 
witli great Attention, declares it. to be his O- 
pinion that flie is Iiviocent, advifes Leonato ta 
give it out that fhe is dead, and patiently 
expe<3: the Iffue. 

Don Pedro and Claudio afterwards paffing 
through the Street meet Borachio and Conr^ide 
in the Cuftody of fome Conftables ; Don Pedr4> 
afks for what Caufe his Brother's Servants 
were thus guarded? Borachio confeffes the 
Treafons he had prafticed againft Hero for the 
Sake of a Bribe given him hy Don Johriy whiclr 
having told in Confidence to his Friend had 

been. 
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been overheard by the Watch, and occafionci 
their being taken intoCuftody. 

Claudto now paflionately laments the Death 
of the injured Hero\ Leonato to whom the 
whole Plot had been related by the Sexton, 
enters and reproaches Claudto with his eafy 
Credulity. Claudia profefles his Soirow for 
what is pafl-, and offers to fatisfy him for the 
Part he had in the Death of his Daughter, by 
fuffering any Penance he ihall impofe upon 
him. 

Lionato then defires him to vifit his Daugh- 
ter's Tomb, hang an Epitaph of his own com- 
pofing upon it, fing it to her Bones that Night, 
and the next Morning m^rry his Brother Jn- 
Unions Daughter5 who. Herd being dead, was 
Heirefs to the PofTeilions of them both. 

Claudto readily agrees to all, and after per- 
forming the Ceremony of fmging his own 
Verfes at the Tomb of Heroy repairs to Le(h 
nato's Houfe; there Hero is presented to him 
in a-Mafque as the Daughter of -^«/w^ ; and 
being afked if he perfifted in his Refolution of 
marrying, to which he anfwers in the Affirm- 
ative, meunmafques and difcovers hcrfelfto 
be Hero. 

Benedick thenhumouroufly claiming5^<7/r/V^, 
both Marriages are agreed upon, and Don y^A« 
who had fled upon News that his Treacherv 
had been difcovered, is taken and brought back 
to Mejftna to receive his Punifhmentt 
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This Fable, abfurd and ridiculous as it is, 
v^as drawn from the foregoing Story o^Geneu^ 
ra^ in yfrio/io's Orlando Furiofo^ a Fi<Slion, 
which as it is managed by the Epic Poet, is 
neither improbable nor unnatural ; but by 
Shake/pear mangled and defeced, full of Incon- 
fiftencies, Contradi£Uons, and Blunders. The 
defaming a Lady, by means of her Servant per- 
fonating her at her Chamber-window, is the 
Subje<a puifued by both. 

Shakefpear^ by changing the Perfons, alter- ^ 
ing fome of the Circumftances, and inventing 
others, has made the wh(;jle an improbable Con- 
txivance, borrowed juft enough to (hew his Po* 
verty of Invention, and added enough to prove 
his want of Judgment. 

The Scheme for ruining the Lady in the O- 
riginal, is formed and executed by a rejefted 
Lover, who fees a Rival, his inferior in Rank 
and Fortune, preferred before him, and lofes 
at once the Objeft of his Wifhes, and the Pro- 
ipedof increafed Honours, by that Preference. 
Ambition, and the Defure of Revenge, arc 
Pailions ftrong enough in a Mind not very 
virtuous, to produce Afts of Bafenefs and 
Villainy. Polynejfo^ urged by thofe powerful 
Incentives, contrives to blacken Geneura^s 
Fame, which produces a Separation between 
her and her Lover, and prevents a Stranger 
from marrying this Princefs, and confequently 
enjoying thole Honours, he fo ardently defired 
himfelf. 

Don 
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Don Jobn^ in the Play, is a Villain merely 
through the Love of Villainy, and having en- 
tertained a capricious Diflike to Claudioy clofes 
eagerly with his Confident's horrid Scheme for 
breaking off his Marriage with Hero^ 

To prevent the multiplying fuch outrageoufly 
wicked, and therefore unnatural Charaders, 
Don John himfelf might have been the Pro- 
pofer of that black Contrivance againft the in- 
nocent Hero^ and Borachio^ for the fake of the 
thoufand Ducats that was afterwards given him 
by Don Johriy be induced to execute it : But 
here we have two Villains equally bad, both 
governed by the fame deteftable Principles, 
ading upon the fame Motives, and fuch a per- 
fect Parity in their Manners, that they arc 
only diftinguifhed from each other by their 
Names. 

When Borachio tells Don John to go to his 
Brother, and maintain confidently that Hero is 
a loofe Wanton, Don John aiks what Proof 
he (hall make of that ? ** Proof enough, fays 
the other, to mifufe the Prince, vex Claudia^ 
undo Hero^ and kill Leonato^ look you for any 
other Iffuef" 

Claudio only is the Obje<a of Don John^s 
Hatred, yet the chief Forc6 of rhe intended 
Injury is to fall on Hero and Leonato her feather, 
towards whom he has no Malice ; and he is 
made to engage in this wicked Entcrprize, to 
procure the Ruin and Death of tWo Perfons he 

hates 
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hates not, to give a little V exation to one he 
<loes. Thefe Abfurdities have their Rife from 
the injudicious Change of the Charafters. The 
Contrivance to flander Hero is not lefs ridicu- 
lous ; and this alfo is occafioncd by the Poet's 
li^ving deviated from the Original to introduce 
his own wild Conceits. 

Berachto tells Don John^ that he is highly fa- 
voured by Margaret^ Hero's waiting Woman ; 
that he will perfuade her to drefs in her Lady's 
doaths, afllime her Name, and talk to him 
out of her Chamber-window, all which Don 
Pedro and Claudio being Witnefles of, would 
^ffedlually convince^ them that Hero was dilho- 
noured. 

But Borachio does not acquaint Don yohn^ 
and through him the Audience, what Colour 
he will give to this ftrangc Requeft, in order 
to induce Margaret to grant it : Margaret is 
all along reprefented as foithful to her Miftrefs ; 
it was not likely (he would engage in a Plot 
that feemed to have a Tendency to ruin Hero''% 
Reputation, unlefs fhe had been impofed on by 
fome very plaufible Pretences, what thofe Pre- 
tences were we are left to guefs, which is in- 
deed fo difficult to do, that we muft reafonably 
fuppofe the Poet himfelf was as piuch at a Lofa 
litre as his Readers, and equally incapable of 
folving the difficulty he had raifed. 

That Borachio fhould be the fufpefled Gal- 
lant of Hero^ is a Circumftance alfo highly 
improbable. Borachio^ a mean Dependant on 
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a Man whofe Vices had made him the Objeft 
of liniverfal Hatred and Contempt, a Stranger 
almoft in MeJJinay and^ as well on Account of 
the Meannefs of his Situation, as the Profli- 
gacy of his Manners, excluded from any Ac- 
quaintance with a Lady of Heroes Quality. 

Yet how eafily does Don Pedro the.Friend, ' 
and Claudh the Lover of the Lady, fwallow 
• this grofs Scandal, that muft even derive Im- 
probability from the Perfon who utters it ; for 
he is neither an honeft Man nor a Friend of 
ClaudiOy who is thus folicitous to prevent his 
difhonouring himfelf by marrying a bad W<^' 
man, but aw retch noted for his rropenfity^to 
all Kinds of Mifchief and Villainy, an invete- 
rate Hatef of Claudioy and but a little while be- 
fore at open Enmity with Don Pedro his Bro- 
ther. 

Surely thefc Circumftances were fuffic]ent to 
make the Prince and Claudia doubt the Truth 
of this Story, which the Charaa:er,of the Tel- 
ler confidered, as well as the Improbability of 
the F^fts, feemed much more likely to be con- 
trived to produce Mifchief than prevent it. 

The Proof Don yohn offers them in fupport 
of his Aflertion, could have no Weight with 
Minds lefs ftupidly credulous than theirs; they 
are to be fliewn Hero talking to her Gallant 
Borachio out of her Chamber window, very 
unlikely that Hero fhould be fo imprydent, 
as tlie Night before her intended Marriage, 
to have an Aflignation with a Gallant in fo 

publick 
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k, a Place ; but their own Eyes and Ears 
be Witneflesofthis Conference; ftrong 
ice indeed if it be realy Hera that they 
d hear; but if it be only Margaret dreft 
• Ladies Cloaths, with fuch powerful 
ns as they had before to believe the whole 
ion, how could this grofs Fallacy impofe 
them. 

; are not told that Margaret was fo very 
er Lady, that in the fame Cloaths they 

not be diftinguifhed from each other ; 
Eyes are to be deceived by her Drefs, but 
F ncr Face happens, as certainly was the 

not to be exa6Uy like Heroes, it cannot 
tended that it was fo dark that they could 
Ringuifli her Features. The fame Degree 
;ht that Ihewed her Cloaths to be Heroes 

difcoverthe Face to be Margaref^. 

it be granted, however, that their Sight 
sceived (though, all Things conddered, 
ot poiTtble to conceive how) yet as they 
plainly all the Difcourfe that pafled be- 

the Counterfeit Hero and her Lover, 
lid not the Voice oi Margaret difcover 
leat ? Strange Abfurdity ! Let us fee how 
riginal has provided againft alt thefe Ob« 
is. 

c Duke of Albany who is fecrctly in love 
the Princefs Geneura^. Yizxin^ feduced a 
; Maid that attended on her rerfon, pre* 
upon her, by extravagant Promifes, that 
:ontrived to plcafe at once her Ambition, 
I. III. N ^4 
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and weaken the Force of her Jealoufy, to af- 
fift him in his Defign of gaining her royal Mif- 
trefs for his Wife, difcovering, by her Means, 
that the Princcfs had not only a Diflike to him, 
but had beftowed her Heart upon Ar'todant : 
Rage and Defpair fuggeft to him a Scheme for 
interropting the Happinefs of the two Lovers, 
and gratifying his Revenge, which was now 
his predominant Paflion, he tells Dalinday that 
if fhe wilhcs to fee him cured of his hopelefs 
Love for the Princefs, fhe muft aflume as much 
of her Appearance as the wearing her Apparel 
and rich Omiments could give her, and thus 
difguifed, receive him to her Arms. 

Dalinda willing to revive her Lover's decay- 
ing Paffion by an Artifice that flattered her own 
Vanity, ibnaly agrees to his Propofal, and for 
many fticceffive Nights, meets him at the ufual 
Place of AiBgnationj which, was in the Prin- 
cefles Summer Apartment dreft in her Cloaths. 

Polynejfo having fucceeded thus far, re- 
proaches AriodoHt with his breach of Friend- 
fliip in addreffing Genettra^ of whofe AfFedions 
he was in abfolute Pofleffion ; Ariodant infills 
that himfelf is the favoured Lover, the Duke 
to convince him of the contrary, conduds him 
to a Place from whence he could fee him af- 
cend the Princefles Chamber. 

Dalinda in Shape and Statue not much dif- 
fering from her Miftrefs, her Face (haded by 
the royal Veil, that Geneura^ and only Geneura 
was accuftomed to wear, ftanding as ufual ^t 

the 
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the Chamber Window, lets down the filken 
Cord to her Lover^ and receives him with % 
tender Embrace, y/r/WiC7«/ maddening at this 

- Sight, believes his Miftrefs falle ; and Polynef- 

- fo's Treachery produces all the Effects he could 
have wiflied. 

Here the Contrivance is plaufible enough, 
le Charafters are properly diftinguifhed, each 
fts upon Motives probable and natural, and 
le Incidents that follow are the neceflary Re- 
lit of thofe Adlions. Why Shakefpear re- 
<fted thcfe Circumftances for others, wholly 
iconfiftent and ridiculous, is not eafy to gue/sj 

Y/e, fhall find him altering the fucceeding Part 
f the Plot with the fame utter dilregard to 

^ fobability and contempt of Decorum. 

Margaret having done her Part towards d«- 

iming her Miftrefs, without knowing any 

'^hing of the Matter, though her Difcourie 

'ith Borachio was calculated toraife the moft in- 

rious Sufpicions 5 affifl:s hernext Morning to 

els for her Wedding, attends herto the Church, 

?ars the defigned Bridegroom refufe her Hand, 

oclaim her a Wanton, and urge her laft 

Night's loofe Difcourfe with Borachio from 

I her Chamber Window as a Proof: Yet all the 

hile flie appears wholly infenfiblc of what 

I nad happened,neither concerned forherMiftrefe, 

''horn fhe had ruined without Defign, nor 

ixious for her own Safety, that feemed to 

^ - ^epend upon a candid Confeflion ; for it was 

^ not likely her Treachery could be long con- 

*' cealed. Thus fupernaturally (ifwhatisout 

\ N z ' ' oi 
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of Nature may be called above it) is the Plot 
brought to perfedlion, nor is the unravelling of 
it lefs happily imagined. 

Borachio having received his promifed Ducats 
from Don John^ the Moment after his Con- 
ference wim Margaret was ended, meets an 
Acquaintance of his, named Conrade^ in the 
Street, to whom he is impatient to communi- 
cate his good Luck. 

*Tis true the Secret is of Importance, and 
if known, endangers his Life; the Place alfo is 
very improper for fuch a Converfation, being 
the Street, and near Leonato^s Houfe, where the 
Scene of his Treachery had been a&ed; add to 
this that the Rain obliges them to ftand dofe up 
to the Door, which expofes them to the In- 
convenience of having even their Whifpcrs 
overheard, if any one was near it: Yet fuch is 
Borachio^s extream eagernefs to tell his wicked 
Exploit, that he never thinks of carrying his 
Friend to his own Lodging, where he may 
boaft in Safety, but in a ramy Night ftands in 
the Street, clofe to the Door of the Man whofc 
Daughter he had injured, and there at his lei- 
fure relates the whole treacherous Contrivance. 

However, all this happens exaftly right, be- 
caufe the Watch who is pofted about Leonatoi 
Houfe, hear every Syllable, that is fpoken, and 
imderftanding that one of thefe Villains had de- 
famed the Lady Hero^ and made her intended 
Bridegroom refolve to difgrace her the ncx 
Morning in Church, by publicly refufing ' 

man 
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many her on account of her being difhonour- 
cd, they fieze the two Wretches with an In- 
tent to bring them before Leonato^ not that 
fame Night to prevent the Lady's Difgrace, 
but the next Morning, "when all was over, to 
difcover her Innocence. 

Two or three abfolute Ideots, are here vtry 
artfully introduced for Conftable and Watch- 
men, for had they the left Ray of Reafon to 
dire£t them, they muft have conceived that it 
was abfolutely neceflarv to acquaint Leonat$ 
immediately with the Trcafon, that had beea 
praftifed againft his Daughter, in order to pre-* 
vent the ignominious Treatment ihe was to 
fujffer in Confequence of it the next Morjoing* 

This Method of protraftingthe Difcovery, 
is not indeed very ingenious, but the Poet's 
Occafions are anfwered by it, and that is fuf"^ 
ficient. Claudia's defigned Vengeance fuffer- 
ed no Interruption, the Lady is fhamefully 
refufed, hence arife two or three new Contriv- 
ances, (he is believed to be dead, Claudia en- 
gages to many another in a Mafque, and when 
he nas given nis Hand to this unknown Lady^ 
is furprized with the Sisht of his living Hirai 
whofe Death after he had been convinced of her 
Innocence he had paffionately lamented. Tbefc 
Incidents, were diey ever fo natural, cannot 
zffeA the Readers either with Pity or Surprizet 
Ance they are let into the Secret beforehand: 
and can anticipate the Cataftrophe. 

^^ N 3 Sbahf^ar 
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Shake/pear his deviated from the Original, 
as much in the drawing his Charadlers, as the 
Difpofition of his Plan. Nothing can be more 
different than the Sentiments and Behaviour of 
jlriodant and Claudio^ in Circumftances nearly 
alike. Both are reprefentedas paffionate Lovers, 
happy in the Pofleflion of their MiftreiFes Af- 
fec^ons, yet prevailed upon to think them falfe 
through the Treachery of a Villain; but Ario- 
dant yields only to the ftrongeft Convicftion, 
Claudio to the groileft Artifice. 

Ari9dant\ Grieff Rage and Jealoufy, ter- 
minate in a fixed Defpair; which prompts 
him to lay violent Hands on his own Life. 
Claudio is aduated by a Defire of Revenge, 
and that of the meanett Sort, for he fufFers the 
iuppofed Gallant to efcapc, and only meditates 
the Ruin of the Lady. 

Ariodant fights with his own Brother, to 
•preferve the Life of her who had injured him: 
Claudio without any neceifity, cxpofes his 
Miftrefs publickly in Church, brings Ruin and 
Contempt on her, and everlaiiing Shame and 
AfBiiSion on her poor Father, to whom he had 
been obliged, for an hofpitable Reception, and 
an intended Benefit. 

Claudio is mean, felfifli, imgenerous. and 
cruel: Qualities, that are feldom found in the 
Heroe and Lover, and he is reprefented as 
both. 

Ariodant 
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ArioJant is always confiftent with his 
CharaSer, too brave, to be aSuated by a mean 
Defire of Revenge, too much in love, to be 
guided by Reafbn; hence arifes the feveral 
Extravagancies he is guilty of, but in all, the 
Manners of the Soldier and Lover are invio- 
lably preferved. 

There is a great Deal of true Wit and Hu- 
mour in the Comic Scenes of this Play; the 
Chara£lers of Benedi£i and Beatrice are pro- 
perly marked, and beautifully diftinguiilied. . 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF 

L E I Ry 

King of the B r i t a i n s» 

From HoUngfhed^^ Chronicled 

<< T EIR the Son ofBalduhy was admit- 
/ ^ ted Ruler over the 5r//<7/«/, in the Year^ 
of the World 3105. At what Time 
yoas reigned as yet in Juda. This Leir was 
a Prince of noble Demeanor, governing his 
Land and Subjeds in great Weakh. He made 
the Town of CairUir now called Leiceft&y, 
which ftsmdeth upoA the River of P^r/» It is 

wiit 
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writ that he had by his Wife three Daughters, 
without other Iffue, whofe Names were, Go- 
norillay Regan and CorSUa^ which Daughters 
he greatly loved, but efpecially the^^ungcft, 
Cordilla^ far above the two Elder. 

When this Leir was^ome to great Years, 
and began to wear unweildy through Age, he 
thought to tinderftand the Affedlions of his 
Daughters towards him, and prefer her whom 
he befl loved, to the Succeffion of the King- 
dom; Therefore, he firft afked Gonorilla the 
,eldeft, how weU (he loved him: the which 
calling her Gods to Record, protefted that (he 
loved him more than her own Life, which by 
Right and Reafon fhould be moft dear unto 
her, with which Anfwer the Father being 
well pleafed, turned to the fecond and demand- 
ed of her, how well Ihe lo\ed him? which 
anfwered (confirming her Sayings with great 
Oaths) that fhe loved him more than Tongue 
can exprefs, and far above all other Creatures 
in the World. 

Then called he his youngeft Daughter 
Cordilla before him, and aflced of her what ac- 
compt fhe made of him : Unto whom fhe made 
this Anfwer as foUoweth: Knowing the^greit 
Love, and fatherly Zeal you have always borne 
towards me (for the which, that I may not 
anfwer you otherwife than I think, and asm/ 
Confcience leadeth me) I proteft to you, th^t 
I have always loved you, and fhall continually 
while I live, love you as my ^latuf^ Father, 
suid if you would mo^e \JiXi^^m^.9lii the lypve 
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that I bear you, affertayn yourfelf, that fo 
much as you have, fo much you are worth, 
and fo much I love you, and no morc# 

The Father being nothing content with this 
Anfwer, married the two eldeft Daughters, 
the one unto the Duke of Conrwall named 
Henninus^ and the other unto the Duke of 
Albania called Maglanus^ and betwixt them 
after his Death, he willed and ordained his 
Land (hould be divided, and the one half 
thereof ihould be immediately afligned unto 
tiiem in Hand; but for the third Daughter 
CordiHa^ he referved nothing. 

Yet it fortuned fliat one of the Princes of 
Gallia (which now is called France) whofe 
Name was Jganippus^ hearing of the Beauty, 
Womanhood and good Conditions of the fayd 
Cordfllaj defired to have her in Marriage, and 
fent over to her Father, requiring that he 
might have her to Wife, to whom Anfwer was 
made that he might have hi^ Daughter; but for 
any Dowry he could have none, for all was 
promifed and affured to her other Sifters already, 

jfgamppusj notwithftanding this .Anfwer of 
Denyall to receive any Thing by way of Dower 
with Cordilla^ took her to Wife, only moved 
thereto (I fay) for refpeft ofherPcrfon and 
amiable Virtues. This Aganippus was cine 
cf the twelve Kings that ruled Gallia in thofe 
Days, as in the Briti/h Hiftory it is recorded* 
But to proceed, after that Ltir was fallen into 
Age, the two Dukes, that had married hi$tw» 
N 6 eldeft 
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eldeft Dai^htersy thinking it long ere die 
Government of the Land did come to their 
Hands, arofe asainft him in Armour, and reft 
from him the Governance of the Land, upon 
Conditions to be continued for tearme of Life: 
By the which he was put to his Portion, that 
IS, to live after a Rate affigned to him for the 
Maintenance of his Eflate, which in procefs 
of Time was diminifhed as well by Maglianusy 
^hj Hcnnimus, 

But the greateft Grief that Leir took, was 
to fee the Unkindnefs of his Daughters, who 
feemed to think diat all was too much which 
their Father had. The fame being never fo 
little, in fo much that going from the one to 
the other, he^was brought to that Mifery, thi^ 
th^ would allow him only one Servant to 
wait upon him. In the End fiich was the un- 
kindnefs) or as I may fay, the ufmaturalnefs^ 
which he found in his two Daughters,, notwith^ 
ftanding their fair and pleafant Words, uttered 
in Time paft, that being conftrained of Necef- 
fity, he fled the Land and failed into Galliay 
there to feek fome Comfort of his youngeft 
Daughter CorditlUt^ whom before he hated» 

The Lady CordeiUa hearing he was arrived 
in poor Eftate, (he firft fent to him privately a 
Sum of Money to apparel himfelf withall, and 
to retain a certain Number of Servants, that 
might attend upon him in honorable Wife, as 
apperteyned to the Eftate which he had borne* 
And then fo accompanyed, £he appointed him 
%o come to the Courti which be did, and was 

fo 
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fo joyfully, honorably and lovingly received, 
both by his Son in Law Aganippus^ and alfo 
by his Daughter CorcUillaj that his Heart was 
greatly comforted : For he was no lefs honour- 
ed, than if he had been King of the whole 
Country himfelf. Alfo after that, he had in- 
formed his Son in Law, and his Daughter, in 
what fort he had been ufed by his other Daugh- 
ters, Aganippus caufed a mighty Army to be 
put in readinefs, and likewife a great Navy of 
Ships to be rigged to pafs over into Britain^ 
with Leir his father in Law, to fee him again 
reflored to his Kingdom. . ^ 

It was accorded that Cordeilla (hould alfo go» 
with him to take PoflcHion of the Land, the 
which he promifed to leave unto her, as his 
rightful Inheritour after his Deceafe, notwith- 
ftanding any former Grants made unto her 
Sifters, or unto their Hufbands, in any Manner 
of wife, hereupon when this Army and Navy 
of Ships were ready, Leir and his Daughter 
CordiiUa with her Hufband took the Sea, and 
arriving in Britain^ fought with their Enemies, 
and di^omfitted them in Battle, in the which 
Maglanm and Henninus were (lain, and then 
was Leir reftorcd to his Kingdom, which he 
ruled after this by the Space of two Years, and 
then died, forty Years after he firft began to 
reign : His Body was buried at Leicefier, in a 
Vault under the Channel of the River Dare^ 
Ibcncath the Town.*' 
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F ABLE 

Of the T R A G E D Y of 



King L E A R, 

LEAR King of Britain^ being old and 
weary of the Toils of Government, de- 
termines to refign his Crown, and divide 
his Dominions amongft his three Daughters, 
two of whom were married to the Dukes «of 
CormxuiU and Albany-, and the third addreffed 
to by the King o^ France and Duke of Burgundy. 

The Pfinccflefs being commanded by their 
Father, to declare v/ith what Degree of Af- 
fedtion each loves him, that he may knowwkich 
of them is intitled to the greateft Share of his 
Bounty : Gonerill the eldeft, begins with afllir- 
ing him that jfhe loves him beyond every Thing 
that is moft dear and precious in the World: 
jR^^ijn the fecond Daughter, profefles herfelf 
ah Enemy to all other Joys, but that of loving 
and being beloved by him: To cach.of thefe 

Ladies 
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Ladies the old King affigns one third of his 
Kingdom. _ 

Then addrefling himfelf in a particulariv 
tender Manner to Cordelia^ his youngeft 
Daughter, he afks her what (he has to fay, to 
draw a Dowry more opulent than her Sifters. 
Cer delta tells him. Nothing ; the King furpri- 
fed bids her fpeak a^ain, flie with a modeft 
plainnefs replies : That flie loves him as a du- 
tiful Child ought to love an indulgent Father, 
neither more nor lefs. 

The King enraged at this Speech, bids her 
avoid his Prefcnce, declares that he will banifh 
her for ever from his Heart, and divides that 
Portion of his Kingdom, which he had defign'd 
for her, between her two Sifters. Then giv- 
ing his Crown to Cornwall and Albany^ he re- 
quires of them in return, only Maintenance 
for himfelf and an hundred Knights, 

The Earl of Kenty for oppofingthis frantick 
Refignation, and offering to Plead in favour of 
Cordelia, is banifhed for ever by the old King. 
The King of France marries Cordelia without 
a Portion, ahd takes her away with him.. 

Gonertl and Regan foon grow weary of thefr 
old Father, and agree to treat him with Con* 
tempt. He is firft affronted by GoneriPs At- 
tendants, and flie treating his Complaints of 
their rude Behaviour with Lightnefs, and ob^ 
jefting tO'the number of his Followers, which 
ihe wants to have reduced to Fifty^ the King 

leaves 
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Teaves her in a Rage, and repairs to the Court 
of his Daughter Kegarij who having received 
an Account of what had pafs'd from her Sifter, 
comes to the Earl of Glojier*^ Caftle in order to 
avoid him. 
« 

Lear in his wav flopping at Glefter*s Caftle, 
meets his two Daughters there ; they both 
join to treat him with the utmoft Cruelty, and 
abfolutely refufe to give him Entertainment in 
either of their Palaces, unlefs he difbands all 
his Knights, and fubmits to be attended by 
their Servants. 

The old King, in an agony of Grief and 
Rage at this barbarous and unnatural Treat- 
ment from his two Daughters, to whom he 
had gi\'en all, ruflies out of the Caule, declar- 
ing he will- not ftay under the fame Roof 
with them. They, who defire nothing fo much 
as his Abfence, command the Earl of Ghjler 
to fhut his Gates, and fuffer him to go whi- 
ther he pleafes. The Earl reprefents to them, 
that the King muft inevitably Perifh in the 
Storm, which then raged with the utmoft Vi- 
olence, there being no Houfe nor Shed within 
feveral Milfes to Shelter him, and humbly irl- 
treats that he may be allowed to follow his 
old Matter, and invite him in. The wicked 
Princefles peremptorily forbid him to afford 
their Father any Relief, and threaten'd him 
with Death if he Difobeys. 

Notwithftanding this, the Earl fecretly feeks 
for the King, whofe Griefs had now turned 
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his Brain, and cpjnveys him to a Farm-houfe/ 
Afterwards being informed that there was a 
Plot laid to take away his Life, he enjoins his 
Attendants to cany him to Dover ^ and fur- 
nifhes them with Neceffaries for that Purpofe. 

. Edmund^ the Baftard Son of Giojier^ having 
by his wicked Arts prevailed upon his Father 
to Difmherit his lawful Son Edgar, and to re- 
iblve his Death, now betrays his Father him- 
felf, and Ddfcovers, to the two enraged Prin* 
cefles, what he had done for the old King. 

Glower is feiz*d, bound, and his Eyes trod 
out by the Duke of Cornwal-, and in this mi- 
ferable Condition thruft out of his own Caftle, 
and contemptuoufly bid to fmell bis way to 
D$V4r9 

The injured Edgar^ who had a^um'd the 
Appearance of a mad Man, to elude an unde- 
ferved Punifliment from his Father, meets him 
in this miferable Condition, and ftill keeping 
himfelf unknown, offers to be bis Guide, and 
lead him to whatever Place he has a mind to 

!jo. Glojier overwhelmed with Defp'air, de- 
ires to be condui^ed to a Hill near Dovety 
from whence he means to caft himfelf into the 
Sea. 

Edgar ftill counterfeiting the mad Man, 
leads his, Father to Dover^ and thinking to 
cure his t)efpair by feeming to give way to it, 
yet preventing its Effefts, tells him, that they 
have gain'd the Summit of the Hill. Glofier 

bids 
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bids him lead him to the Verge of it; then 
taking leave of the fuppofed mad Man, fprings 
Forwards with an Intention to precipitate him- 
felf to the Bottom, but falls flat on the level 
Plain. 

Edgar approaches him, and changing his 
Voice, exprefles the extreameft Amazement at 
his having fallen from fuch an enormous Height 
without being bruis'd to Peices, Glofter fup- 
pofing himfelf miraculoufly prelerved, declares 
that he will no more attempt to put an End to 
his miferable. Life, but wait patiently for his 
DifTolution. 

Edgar confirms him inthofe Thoughts, and 
offers to conduft him to fome Retreat. As they 
are going, the Princjfs Regan* s Steward, who 
had been fent with Letters from her and her 
Sifter to the Baftard Edmundy meets them, 
and feeing GUJier^ on whofe Head a Price had 
been fet, offers to murder him. 

Edgar defends his Father, and kills the 
Steward, and fearching his Pockets, finds a 
Letter from the Princefs Goneril to his Brother, 
in which (he defires him to Affaflinate her 
Hufband the Duke of Albany^ and promifes to 
Reward him for that A6lion with her Hand. 

Edgar referves this Letter for a Proof of his 
Brother's wickednefs^ and having placed his 
Fatter in Safety, joins the French Army, that 
with their Queen Cordelia at their Head, had 

come 
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come into England Xo revenge the Injuries of- 
fered to Lear^ and to reftore him to his 
Crown- 

The Duke of Albany^ though he detailed 
the cruel Ufage that Lear had received, raifes 
an Army to oppofe Cordelia. 

The Princefs Regan, v^rhpfe Hufband had 
been killed by one of his Servants, as he was 
ftamping on Gkfter^s Eyes, gives the Command 
of her Forces to the Baftard Edmund^ with 
whom (he, as well as her Sifter, is in love ; 
and joins her Brother-in-law. 

Before the Armies engage, Edgar ^ diibjuifed, 
gives the Duke of Albany his Wife's Letter 
which he had taken from dieSteward ; bids him 
read it 5 and if Viftory declares on his Side, a 
Champion will appear at the firft Sound of the 
Trumpet to pro /e the Truth of what is con- 
tained therein. 

After this the Battle is fought; the EngUJb 
are vidorious ; Lear and Cordelia are taken 
Prifoners ; and Edmund gives fecret Orders to 
the Officer who guards them to put them to 
death. 

The Duke of Albany having read the Letter, 
by which he difcovered his Wife's Adultery, 
and Edmund's Crimes, arrefts him for high 
Treafon, and declares, if at the Sound of die 
Trumpet, no Champion appears to prove it 
by Force of Arms, himfelf will undertake the 
Combat, andma\uta\ivt\v^CYv^%^. 
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The Trumpet founds, Edgar appears in 
Arms, and ^er fumming up his Brother's 
Crimes, challenges him to the Combat j they 
fight ; Edmund is mortally wounded j Edgar 
then difcovers himfelf, relates the Hardfhips he 
had fulFered ; the'Co^dition in which he found 
his miferable Father ; what he had done for 
him, and how upon his difcovering himfelf to 
him, the ftrong Surprife, Grief, and mingled 
Rapture, fiezed with fuch Force upon his 
Heart (already almoft broken with his Mi- 
fcries) that he expired in the Arms of the ba- 
nifhed Earl of JE>«/, who, in the Difguife'of 
a menial Servant, had contmually followed the 
diftrcfled King. 

Edmundy ftruck with Remorfe at this me- 
lancholy Tale, confeiles all his Crimes ; afks 
Pardon of his Brother, and willing to do fome 
Good before he dies, owns the fecret Orders 
he had given to put Lear and Cordelia to death, 
and urges them to fend and prevent the Exe- 
cution of them. 

The Meflenger arrives too late ; Cordelia 
had been Juft ttrangled by a Soldier, whom 
the old King had afterwards killed; Lear 
brings Cordelia in dead in his Anns, and while 
he is lamenting over her, dies. 

The good Earl of Kent expires immediately 
after with Grief. Goneril2Lnd Regan, poifoned 
by • each other through Jealoufy, die in Tor- 
ments j _ and £^w««rf alfo dies by the Wound 

he 
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he had received from his Brother, who is by 
the Duke of Albany reftored to his Eftates and 
Honours. 

This Fatle, although drawn from the fore- 
going Hiftory of King Lear^ is fo altered by 
Shake/pear^ in feveral Circumftanccs, as to 
render it much more improbable than the Ori- 
ginal : There we are fufficiently difgufted with 
the Folly of a Man, who gives away one Half 
of his Kingdom to two of his Daughters, be- 
caufe they flatter him with Profcflions of the 
moft extravagant Love ; and deprives his 
youngeft Child of her Portion for no other 
Crime but confining her Expreflions of Ten- 
dernefs within the Bounds of plain and fimple 
Truth. 

But Shake/pear has carried this Extrava- 

S ranee much farther; he fhews us a King re- 
igning his Kingdom, his Crown and Dignity 
to his two Daughters ; referving nothing to 
himfelf, not even a decent Maintenance ; but 
fubmitting to a mean Dependance on the 
Bounty of his Children j whom, by promifing 
Rewards proportionable to the Degree of Flat- 
tery they lavifli on him, he has ftimulated to 
outvie each other in artful Flourifhes on their 
Duty and AfFeftion toward him. 

' Tell me. Daughters, 
(Since now we will diveft us, both of Rule, 
Int'reft of Territory, Cares of State) 
Which of you, fliall we fay, doth love us moft ? 
That we our largeft Bounty m^ extend 
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Where Nature doth with Merit challenge. 

Gonerilj 
Dur eldeft born, fpcak firft. 

What Wonder, when thus bribed Goneril 
(hould anfwer, 

I love you. Sir, " '^ 

Dearer than Eye-fight, Space and Liberty. • 

Lear does not run mad till the third Aft; 
yet his Behaviour towards Cordelia in this firft 
Scene has all the Appeafance of a Judgment 
totally depraved: he alks Cordelia what (he 
has to fay to draw a Dowry more opulent than 
her Sifters, 

Thus he; fuggefted to her a Motive for ex- 
ceeding them in Expreffions of Love : the no- 
ble Dilmtereftednefs of her Anfwer afforded 
the ftrongeft Gonviftion of her Sincerity, and 
that (he poflefled the higheft Degree of filial 
AfFeftion for him, who hazarded the Lofs of 
all her Fortune to confine herfelf to fimple 
Truth in her Profeffions of it : yet, for this, 
Lear bani^es her his Sight, conligns her over 
to Want, and loads her with the deepeft Im- 
precations. What lefs than Phren^ can in- 
fpire a Rage fo groundlefs, and a Condudl fo 
abfurd ! Lear^ while in his Senfes, a6ls like a 
mad Man, and fi-om his firft Appearance to his 
laft feems to *be wholly deprived of his Reafoi). 

In the History Lear Difinherits Cordelia^ but 
we read of no other kind of Severity exerted to- 
wards her. The King of France^ as wdl vtv 
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the Hiftory as the Play, charm'd with the Vir- 
tue and Beauty of the injured Cordelia y mar- 
ries her without a Portion. 
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Shakefpear does not. introduce this Prince 
till after the aWurd Trial jLear inade- of his 
Daughters AfFedlion is over. l*he Lover who 
is made to Marry the difinherited^ C^r^//^ on ' 
account of her Virtue, is very rinjudicioufly 
contrived to be Abfent wKen {hd gave fo glori- 
ous a Tcftin>ony of it, and is touched by a 
cold Juftification of her Fame, and that from 
herfefr, when he might have been charmM 
with a Ihining Inftance of he r Greatnefs of 
Soul, and inviolable Regard to Truth, 

So unartfully has the Poet rnanaged this In- 
cident, that Cordelias noble . JDifintereftednefs 
is apparent to all butjiim who was to be the 
mpft influenced by it. In the Eyes of her Lo- 
ver file is debafed, hot exalted j •reduced to the 
abjeft Neceflity of defending her own Charac-: 
ter, and feeking ratljer to free herfeJf fromth« 
Sufpicion of Guilt, than modcftly enjoyipg 
the confcious Senfe of fuperior Virtue. 

Learns Inve£live againft her to the King of 
France is conceived in the mofl Clocking 

Term?. 

# 

I would not from your Love make fuch a ftray, ' 
To Match you where I Hate i therefore be- 

feech yoii, 
T'avert your Liking a more worthy Way, 

Ihan % 
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Than on ^a Wretch, whom Nature is afliam'd 
Almoftt'acknowledge hei's. 

"Well might the King oi France h^ flartied 
fit fuch Expreflions as thefe from a Parent of 
his Child ; had he been prefent to have heard 
the Offence die gave him to occafion them> • 
how muflher exalted Merit have been endeared 
to him by tiie extream Injuftice flie fufFered ; 
but as it is, a bare Acquittal of any monfl:crou$ 
Crime, is all the Satisfadion (he can procure 
forherfelf; and all the Foundation her Lover 
has for the Eulogium he afterwards makes on 
her. , ; 

Cordelia. 
I yet befeech your Majefty, 
{If, for I want that glib and oily Art, 
To fpeak and purpofe not 9 fmce what I well 

. intend, 
I'll do't before I Speak) that you make' known 
It is no vicious Blot, Murther, or Foulnefs, 
No unchaft Adlion, or difhonpur*d Step, 
That hath depriv'd me of your Grace and Fa- 
vbur._ , . 

Butev'n for'wantof that, for which Pm rich^ 
V." . er, . . •' ■ . .^ .. 

A ftill foliciting Eye, and fuch a Tongue, 
That I aim glad I've not i though not to have 

\ it 
Hath loft me in your Liking. 

Lear. 
Better thou 

Hadft hot been Born, than not to haveplcafed 
me better. 

From 'this Speech of Cordelia* s^ and Lear^g 
Aiifwer, iPr^wtf collet Matter for extenuatuie 
\^di.lH. O 
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a fuppofed Error in his Miftrefs, not for Ad- 

miration of Rcr Worth. 

France. 
Is 5t bttt tills ? a Tardinefs in Nature, 
Which often leaves tfie HRftory uni|)oke, 
iThat it 'hitehds !to do. 

Yet a Morrt^rtt after, without knowing an? 
h^ore of the M^ter, he laviflies the w^rineft 
Praifts ^ her Virtues, krid oflers to make her 
(loalded aslhc i^'with her Faflier^s-Gorfts, and 
fleprived of the Dower he expefted with her) 
Qticien 6f Fraiftt. TMs C<jn6u& would be 
juft ttrid natural, had he been a Witnefs of her 
noble Behaviour 5 but doubtful as it niuft have 
appeared to him* tn fudi perplexing Circuni' 
ftances, 'tis extravagant andiibTurd. 

Shakefpectrh^ d^iated widely from Hiftwy 
Jnffie^^GataftropIhe ofhisPlay; the Ghronicle 
tells us, that King Lear having Been difpoffef" 
fed *y 'his rcfcdilibus Sons in I^aw of that Half 
of the Kinjjdom which he liad refcrved for 
himfelf, and fortcd, T)^ r^piiitcd Indignities 
ffomVisDiiu^tet^, to tae Rtfuge in /r<w^ 
was received with great Tejidernels by Cordelia^ 
t^ho^ {<!t^afl«id iipon hdr fltJband to attempt 
his Reftoration; accordingly an Afmy of 
FreiKhmm pafiPd over itito^Sritahiy by Vhiichi 
ffic thikes of (27m<;^^hd\^/i^;3y feeinff drfeit- 
ed. King Liar was reftored to his Crw^n,died 
in Peace two Years taftcr, and left his King- 
dom to Cordelia. l{\' Shahfpear the Forces of 
the two wicked Sifters are viSofibiis, Litar 
khd the pJdus mrHeliazretiktn Prifohers, the 
is hanged in Prifotu and the dld^Eing^ies 
SvaiiH^ftf. Hada^>f5^r^rfollowedthcHif- 

toriafli 
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Itpfi-m, h^.woiiild not have viQlajed the RmJos 
of poetical Juftice ; he reprefcnts Vice piiniih- 
^, and Virtue rew:<ii?ded^ in the Play one 
;Rite oY^nvhelnjs. alike the Innocent and th^ 
XJuilty, ^mi the F.aiJls in jthe Hiftory are 
wholly changed to produce Events, neither 
iprob^ble, neceflary, nor juft. 

Several Incidents in this PJay, ;ire borrowed 
fixwi the Hiftory pf the oid Prince qtPaphlggo^ 
j$iay in SJtfniy*s Jnadia^ which I fljall here 

"** TT was in the Kingdom of Gslaciay tli^ 
Jt Seafonteing (gs in the Depth pf Winter) 
,yery coldt and as then fod^iinly Grown tp fo 
«e^tro99) apd foul a 3tormy that never iny 
Winter, I think, brought forth a fowler Child ^ 
-^So that the Prince^ were even eompelled by the 
,H^lv that the Pride of the Wind bletw in their 
JFacqs» tofeek feme flirawding Placp, which ^ 
certain fapliow Rock offering unto them, th^ 
made it their Shield againft die Tqmpeft*$ Fu-* 
#y : An4 fp ftwn^ there tijl the Violence 
Anereof' wjis paired, they he^d the Speech OS0, 
•Couplet who n^t perceiving them, being hid 
^wityn tii^j-ude-Qan^pie, held a ftr^ge and 
pitiful Difputation, .which .m^de them Step 
.out, yetin fueh Sort, a$ they jnnght fee unfeex^. 
Thcare they perceived an^aged Man, .and st 
youfl^,, fcjtfcely laoine to ifhe ^e of a Man ; 
>botbfoorly arrayed, c*Jreiwnly Weather-beat- 
en, ithcdd Mm WiiH^j the young Man.lead- 
Jng.him; and yet through. i^ll,tiiefe Miferic^, 
4aboihcthqre:fc»med to jajppe^r. a JCind of No- 
jarkneis, wHSm^U^ to that ^^i^rUofi : ,6ut the 
P 2 firft 
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firft Words they heard were thefe of the old 
Man. 

Well Leonatus^ faid he, (ince I cannot per- 
fuade thee to lead me to that which fhould end 
my Grief, and thy Trouble, let me now in- 
treat thee to leave me : Fear not, my Miferv 
cannot be greater than it is, and nothing doth 
become me but Mifery. Fear not the Danger 
of my blind Steps, I cannot Fall worfe than I 
am, and do not, I pray thee, do not obfti- 
nately continue to infeft thee with my Wretch- 
cdnefe, but fly, fly from this Region, only 
worthy of me. 

Dear Father, artfwefcd he, do not take a- 
way from me the only Remnant of my Happi- 
nefe, while I have Power to do you Service, I 
am not wholly miferable. 

Ah my Son, faid he, and with that he groan- 
ed, as if Sorrow ftrove to break his Heart, 
how evil fits it me to have fuch a Son, and 
how much doth thy Kindnefs upbraid my 
*Wickednefs. 

Thefe doleful Speachcs, and fome odiers to 
like Purpofe J'well fhewing they had not been 
bom to the Fortune they were in j moved the 
Princes to go out unto them, and afk the 
younger, who th«y were ? 
, Sirs, anfwercd he with a good Grace, and 
made the more agreeable by a certain noble 
Kind of PiteoufneS, I fee well you are Stran- 
gers, that know not our Mifery, fo well here 
known, that no Man dare know but that we 
muftbe piiferable; indeed our State is fuch, 
as though nothing is fo needful unto us as Pity, 
yet nothing is more dangerpus unto \is, than 
to make oSiclvcs fo known as may ftir Pity, 

Wt 

. \ 
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but yourPrefence promifeth, that Cruelty fhall 
not over-run Hate, and i fit did, in Truth our 
State is funk below the Degree of Fear. This 
old Man whom I lead, was lately rightful 
Prince of this Country of Paphlagonia \ by the 
hard-hearted Ungratefulnefs of a Son of his, de* 
prived not only of* his Kingdom, whereof no 
foreign Forces were even able to fpoile hinj, 
but of his Sight, the Riches which Nature 
grants to the pooreft Creatures ; whereby, 
and by other his unnatural Dealings, he hath 
been driven to fuch Grief, as even now he 
would have had me to have led him to the 
Top of this Rock, thence to caft himfelf head- 
long to Death, and fo would have made me, 
who received my Life of him, to be the 
"Worker of his Deftrudion. But noble Gen- 
tlemen, faid he, if either of you have a P'a- 
ther, and feel what dutiful AiFeclion is in- 
grafted in a Son's Heart, let pie entreat you 
to convey this afflifted Prince to fome Place of 
Reft and Security j amongft your worthy A6ls 
it fhall be none of the leaft, that a King of 
of fuch Might and Fame, and fo unjuftly op- 
prefled, is in any Sort by you relieved. . 

But before they could make him Anfwer, 
his Father began to Speak: Ah my Son, faid 
he, how evil an Hiftorian are you, that leave 
out the chief Knot of all the Difcourfe ? My 
Wickednefs, my Wickednefs; and if thou 
doeft it to fpare my Fares, the only Senfe \\o^ 
left me proper for Knowledge, affure yourfelf 
thou doeft miftake me : And I take Witnefs of 
that Sun which you fee, with that he caft up 
his blind Eyes, as if he would Hunt for Light, 
O 3 * and 
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and wifli Wyfelf in worfeCafc than \ 4b wf& 
thyielfy \^hlch is as Evill as may be. If I f^^ 
imtmly, that ntrthing is fo welcoirt« to ftiy 
Thoughts, as the poblifhiftg df ftiy Shame* 
Therefore ktioWY<m Gemlcmen (to whdmflt)m 
mV Heart I wifh that it mzy not ptave fome or' 
inmous Fofetokeii of Misfortune to have m« 
ivith fuch a MlfefiasI am) that Whatfocrer tny 
Soil (O God diat Truth bind« me to Re^ach 
hitti with the Name oflny Sort ! ) haft ftid is trtie. 
fiut befides thofe Tnithcs, this rifb li tfue, 
that having had in-lawful Marrfage, of a Mo- 
ther fit to bear Royal Ghilditiert, this; Son Yfl*<* 
aoiie as partly you fee, and better ihall'kiibw 
by my fhoit Dedatatiott/ and foeiyoyedtlit 
E>^peaations In the Wdrid of him till he Wis 
grown to juftlfy their E)tpe£tetk)rts, fo as! 
needed envy no father fot the "chief Comfort 
of Mortality, to leave another ones-fdf after 
me, I was carried by a Baftard Son of mine, 
if at leaft I be bound to believe the Words of 
thatbafe Wottian my Concubine, His Mothef^ 
firft to miflike, then to hate, laffly to deftrovj 
or to do my beft to deflroy this Son, I think, 
you thihk undeferving Deftfuftion ; what 
Ways he ufed to bring me to it, if I fliould 
tell you, I fliould tedioufly trouble you with as 
much poifonous Hypocrify, defpcrate Fraud, 
fmooth Malice, hidden Ambition, and fmiling 
Envy, as in any liviivg Perfon ct)dd be har- 
bour'd : But I lift it nor, no Remembrance^of 
Naughtinefs delight$ me but miije own, and - 
methinks the accufing his Tripp, might in 
fome Manner excufe my Fault, which certarnly 
i loth to do- But the Conclsfron is, that! 

gave 
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riye Orders to fome Servants of mine, ^yhoni 
thdueht as apt for fiich Charities as myrelf, 
to kad^ him put into a Forreft, and there to 
kill him : But thofe Thieves, better natured 
to my Son than myfelf, fparedhis Life, letting 
him go to learn to live poorly, which he did, 

?iving himfelf to be a private SoJdier in a 
Jouncry here by \ but as he was ready to be 
greatly advanced for fome noble Pieces of 8er* 
vice which he did, he heard News of me, who 
^ Drunk in my Afieftion to that unlawftil anS 
Ainnatural Son of mine) fuffered myfelf tp )b^ 
governed ^ him, that all Favours and Punifli^ 
tocnts paflled by him, all Offices and Pfaces 
^f Importance difeibuted to his Favourites; 
ib that ere 1 was aware« I had left myfelf no- 
thing but the l4ame of Kiiig, which ie ftiprtly 
weary of too, with many Indignities (if' any 
Thipg may be called an Indignity which was 
lai^ upon me) 'threw me put of my Seat, and 
put out my Eyes j and then proud in his Ty- 
ranny^ let nie go, neither imprifoning, nor 
killing me, but ratber delighting to make mb 
feel my Mifery; Mifery indeed, if ever there 
were any, full of Wretchednefs, full of E^if- 
graccji, and fulleft of Guiltineft/ And a§ he 
<:ame to the Crown by fo unjuft Means, a^ un- 
^|uftl}r he kept it, by F*orce 6f*8trangd: Soldiers 
in Cktadels, the Nefts of Tyranny, and Mur- 
derers of Liberty ; difacming kllhis own Gbun- 
^rymen, ^that no Ntan durft fliew himfelf a 
weli wilier of mine, to fay the ^ruth, T think 
-few of ^eai being fo, cpnfiderihg my cruel 
Folly to my good Son, and*fbol?m Kindnefs 
to my unkind Baftard j but if there i^rer^any 
O 4 ' . ^ ' who 
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who felt a Pity for fe great a Fall, and had ye( 
any Sparks of unftaineDuty left in them to- 
wards me ^ yet durft they not fliew it, fcarccly 
with giving me Alms at their Doors, which 
vet was the only Suftcnance of my diftreffed 
iLife, nobody daring to (hew fo much Charity 
as to lend me a Hand to guide my dark Steps; 
till this Son of mine, God knows, worthy df 
A more virtuous, and more fortunate Father, 
forgetting my abominable Wrongs, not reck- 
ing Danger, and negleding the prefent good 
Way he was in of doing himfelf good> came 
iiither to do this kind Office you fee him per- 
form towards me, to my unfpeakable Grief j 
not only becaufe his Kindnefs is a Glafs even 
to my blind Eyes of my Naughtinefs 5 but that 
above all Griefs, it grieves me he fhould defpe- 
jately adventure the lofs of his well deferving 
Life for mine, that yet owe more to Fortune for 
jny Deferts,as if he would carry Mudde in a Cheft 
of Chryftal s for well I know, he that now reign- 
eth, how much foever (and with good Reafon} 
he defpifeth me, of all Men defpifed ; yet he will 
not let flip any Advantage to make away him 
.whofe juft Title, enobled by Courage and 
Goodnefs, may one Day. (hake .the Seat of a 
never fecure Tyranny ; and for this Caufe I 
craved of him to lead me to the Top of this 
Rock, indeed, I muft confefs, with meaning 
to free him from fo Serpentine a Companion as 
I am; but he finding what I purpofed, only 
therein, fince he was born, (hewed himfelf dii- 
obedient to me : And now. Gentlemen, you have 
.the true Story, which, I pray you, publifli to the. 
World,^ that my mifchievious Proceedings may 
be the Glory of^^his filial Piety, the only Re- 

vrard 
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ward now left for fo great a Merit ; and if it 
may be, let me obtain that of you which my 
Son denies me, for never was there more 
Pityinfaving any than in ending me ; both 
becaufe therein my Agony fhall end, and fo 
^you fhall preferve this excellent young Man, 
who elfe wilfully follows his own Ruin. 

The Matter, in itfelf lamentable, lament- 
ably exprejQTed by the old Prince, which needed 
not take to himfelf the Geftures of Pity, fmce 
his Face could not put off the Marks thereof 
greatly moved the two Princes to Compaffion, 
.which could not ftay in fuch Hearts as theirs 
without feeking Remedy : But, by and by^ 
the Occafion was prefented j for Plexirtus (fo 
was the Baftard called) came thither with forty 
Horfe, only of purpofe to murder this Bro- 
ther, x)f whofe coming he had foon Advertife- 
xnentj and thought no Eyes of fufficient Cre- 
dit in fuch a Matter but his own, and therefore 
come himfelf to be A6lor and Spectator : and, 
as foon as. he came, not regarding the. weak 
(as hci thought) Guard of but two Men, com- 
manded fome of his Followers to fefe their 
Hands to his in the killing of Leonatus -, but 
the young Prince (though not otherwife armed 
but with a Sword) how falfely foever he was 
dealt with by others, would not betray Jiim- 
felf; but bravely drawing it our, rnade the 
Death of the firft that affailed him, warn his 
Followers to come more warily afier.him* But 
then Pyrodes and Mufidorus were quickly be- 
come Parties (fo juft a Defence deferving as 
much as old Friendfhip) ami fo did behave them 
among that Company (more injurious thi\n 
O 5 Viiliaiit)r 
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Valiant) that many of them loft fhfeir Lives for 
tiieir wicked Mafter. 

Yet) perhapS) had the Numb^ i^f them at 
iaft prevailed, if tbe King oi Pontus {Iitely 
by them made fo) had hot come nnlooked ^r 
to their Succour ; who (having bad k Dtdttfi, 
which had fixed hi& Imiigination veheA^Atly 
upon forac great Danger, prefendy to fcJlow 
ithofe two Princes whom he moft dearly lov^ 
was come in all Hafte, following, as well as 
he could, their Tracks with tsa Hundred 
Horfes, in that Country, Wtifoh he ^o«ght 
(confidering who thtn reigiied) a ik Place 
enough to make the Stoge of any Tragedy. 

But then the Match had been fo ill m^de fdr 
Plexirtusj that his ill-led Life, andwcaie-gw- 
ren Honour, IhouM have tumbled tc^echer lo 
Deftru£Hon, had there not come in ^l^deui ^d 
-Tel^ifj with forty ot fifty in their SiUt, to*e 
Defence of Ptmnus. Thefe two were Bj^ 
f bers, of the hcAleft Houfe of that Goumr/, 
brought up from their Infancy with P/r**Hfw; 
•Men of iuch Prowefs as not to know Fear in 
theipfelves, and yet to teach it in Othei^ that 
ihouid deal with them : for they had often made 
their Lives triuinph over moft cerrible Dan- 
gers; never difmayed, and ev«r fortimate; 
and, truly, no more fettled in Valour than dif- 
pofed to Goodnefe and Juftice j if either diey 
had lighted on a better Friend^ or could imve 
learned to make Frienctihip a Child, and mx. 
a Father of Virtue : But brining -up (m^^r 
•the Choice) having firft knit their M^ds cwtb 
him (indeed crafty enough, either to hide his 
Faults or never to fliew tliem, but when they 

might 



Shakeff^^ Hkjiraitd. 299 

!might|Kiy home dity willingbf hdd oat the 
Courie, rather to iktbfy ban than all the 
W0PW4 ami rttther to be good Frie/ids than 
good Men ; fo as thoa^ tlcey ilid not hioe 
die £vfl lie dkl, yet they iikcd hicn thait cbpd the 
Evcl $ axid though not CouKufidiors of the, Of- 
fence, yet Protciftcw of the Olffertden 

Now they having iieatd of ihis.&iddesi going 

out with ib fmall a Company (sn 'aijounti'y ^1 

of evil-wifhing^ Minds toward him (thoiiigh 

tiney khew not the Caufe) followed hhn, till 

f^ey- found him in fuck Cafe ias they w«««o 

venfttu^ ^timt iiires, or eUe he to lofe ftiis, 

whwh they did wkh fiaoh Force of Mind arrf 

Body, that, ttuJy, I may jaftiy iky, Pyr&^lis 

.vnd JHk/idorus had never t^l then found any 

'diat cooM Hiake them fo weJi repeat their 

harddl IttSm in the t^Wts df Arms : And, 

, bfiefly^ fo they did, that if trisey overcalnie not, 

were they not overcome; hat carried away 

that ung]4tciful M^fbr lof theks to a Place of 

Security : howfoetrer, ^e Princes laboured to 

> the contrary. 

But this Matter heingthus iaur b^un, it be- 
came not theConftMiiqy of the Princes ib tXi 
leave it, but in bHiiane making Forces both 
in Pwmtand fhrfgiay th^yhad in fewDay« 
left hitai bat ^nly that one ftrong PJace wiiere 
he was; for Fear iiaving been the only Knot 
-that had faftiened his Peopteointo him, that once 
uritied by fa gfeftfitt* Fotc^ they dl fcattered 
from him like fo snat^ Birds (vvhofe Oage had 
been broken. 

In which Sn^ibtithe blind King, having, in 

the chief Ciny of his Reialm, fet the Crown 

upon his Son Leonatus's Head^ with many 

O 6 Tears, 
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Tears, both of Joy and Sorrow, fetting forth 
to die whole People his own Fault and his 
Son's Virtue, after he had kiffed him, and 
forced his Son to accept Honour of him, as of 
his new become Subjed, even in a Moment 
died; as it fhould feem, his Heart, broken 
with Unkindnefs and Affli^Hpn, ftretched fo for 
beyond his Limits with this Excefs of Comfort, 
as it was no longer able to keep fafe his vital 
Spirits. 

But the new King, having no lefs lovingly 
performed all Duties to him dead, than alive, 
purfued on the Siege of his unnatural Brother, 
as much for the Revenge of his Father, as for 
the eftablifhing his own Quiet.*' 

The under riot of Ghfier and his two Sons, 
in the Tragedy of King Lear^xs borrowed from 
this foregoing fliort Hiltory of Leonatus j feveral 
of the Circumftances clofely copied 5 and the 
CharaSei's of the Brothers nearly the fame. 

The Adventure of the Rock is heightened 
by Shakefpear ; perhaps with too little Atten- 
tion to rrobability. Glofter^ though deprived 
of Sight, might eafily be fcnfible of the Differ- 
ence between walking on a level Plain, and 
afcending a fteep and craggy Rock ; nor could 
he poffibly fuppofe, when he fell gently on that 
Plain, that he had precipitated himfelf from an 
immenfe Height to the Margin of the Sea. 

Shakefpear y in the pathetic Defcription he 
makes Edgar give of his Father's Death, had 
certainly the following Paflage of the Jrcadia 
in his Eye. ** The blind King having in 
the chief City of his Realm fet the Crown upon 
his Son Leonaius's Head, with many Tears, 

both 
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both of Joy and Sorrow, fetting forth to the 
People his own Fault, and his Son's Virtue; 
after he had kifled^him, and forced his Son to 
accept Honour of him, as of his new become 
Subjed^, even in^ a Moment died, as it fhould 
feem, his Heart broken with Unkindnefs and 
Affliftion, ftretched fo far beyond his Limits 
with this Excefs of Comfort, as it was able no 
longer to keep fafe his vital Spirits." Sidney. 

Edgar, 
I met my Father with his bleeding Rings, 
Their precious Gems new loft; became his 

Guide J 
Led him, begg'd for him, fav'd him .from 

Defpair; 
Never (O Fault!) fevcal'd myfelf unto him. 
Until fome half Hour paft, when I was arm'd. 
Not fure, though hoping, of this good Succefs, 
I afksd his Bleffing, and from firft to laft 
Told him my Pilgrimage : but his flaw'd Heart, 
Alack, too weak the Confli6l to fupport, 
'Twixt two Extremes of PafHon, Joy and 
; Grief, 
Burft fmilingly. '' 

The Chronicle of Holingjhed^ and Sidney's 
Arcadia are not the only Reiburces Shakefpear 
had for his Tragedy of Lear^ if we may be- 
Jieve the Editor of a Colle6tion ofold Ballads, 
publiflied in the Year 1726 : in his Introdu6tion 
to an old Ballad called, A Lamentable Song of 
the Death of King Lear and his three Daughter Sy 
he has thcfe Words. 

** I cannot be certain direftly as to the Time 

when this Ballad was written; but that it 

was fome Years before the Play of Shakefpear 

' . appears 
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appears from feveral Circumftances, which to 
mention would fwell mv IntroduAion too far 
beyond its ufual Lencth/ * 

It is to be wiflied that this Writer, (ince he 
was refolved not to exceed a certain Length in 
his Introdu6lioni had omitted fome Part of it, 
in order to introduce thoie Circumftances that 
were of infinitely more Confequencc than any 
thing elfe he has faid on the Subjedi of that old 
Ballaid :. if it was really written before Shaktf' 
fpiar*^ PIsy) that great Poet did not dlfdain to 
confult it, but has copied it more clofely than 
either tho Chronicle or Sidney, From thence 

g3r 'tis mentioned no where eUe) he took the 
Int oi Lear^B Madnef^, at>d the extravagant 
and wanton Cruelty his Daughters exerciied op 
him ; the Death of King Le(ir is alfo ex^^ly 
copied. 

Spencer feems to have furniflied Shaiefpear 
with the Hint of Cordelia's Manner of Death t 
In the tenth Cantio of the fccond Book of his 
Fairy ^een^ he relates the Story pf I^ing 
Lear and his three Daughters ;. Cardelia^ he 
tells us, after bavjog reftoreclher Fatfjer to his 
Crown > and fuccceded to it after his Death, 
was by her Sifter's Children dethroned, and 
confined a long Time in, Prifon, fp that, over- 
come by Defpajr^ ihe hanged herfelf. In 
Shakefyeqr^ Cprdeli^i does not hai>g herfelf, but 
is hanged by a Soldier 5 a very iiriproper Ca- 
taftrophe for . a Pcrfon of /uch exemplary 
VirtuQ. 

The following is the old Ballad I h^e men- 
tioned, whi^h bea«s fp exaft an Arwilogy to the 

Argument 
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Argument ofShahfpear*^ Jting Lear^ that h\^ 
having copied it cknhoc be doafeted, \i indeed 
it be true, thait tt wa» written- before that 
Tragedy. 

Typing l^ear once ruled in this Lnmt> 
-■^ With Princely Power and Petce. 
And had art Things*, with Heart- « Content, 

That might his Jbys* increafe; 
Amongft thofe Things that Nature g^ive^ 

Three Daughterrttiir had he, 
So Princely fecmiug beautiful^ 

As fairer could not be. 

So on a inme it pleasM the King 

A Queftbn thus to more^ 
Whieh of his^ Dfeu^htcr* to hia Grac# 

Could fhew the dearefr Love: 
For to my Ageyou britrg Content^ 

Quoth he, then let me hear 
Which of you Three in plighted Troth, 

The kindeft will appear* 

To whom the EWeft thus began. 

Dear Father mind, auoth (he, 
Before your Face, to do you good. 

My Blood (hall render- d be : 
And for your Sake my blecdiiig Heart 

Shall here be cut in twain, 
E're that I fee your rev'rend Age 

The fmalleft Grief fuftain. 

And fo will I, theSecorw} faid. 

Dear Father, for your .Sake, 
The worft of all Extremities 

rU gently undertake; 
* Kxx\ 
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And fctvc your Highnefs Ni^t and Dajr, 

With Diligence and Lovej 
That fweet Content and Quietnefs 

Difcomforts may remove. 

In doing fo, vou glad my Soul, 

The aged King reply 'di 
But what fay'ft thou, my ^ youngeft Girl, 

How is thy Love ally'd ? 
My Love [quoth young Cordelia then] 

Which to your Grace I owe. 
Shall be the Du^ of a Child, 

And that is all FU {how. 

And wilt thou (hew no more, quoth he. 

Than doth thy Duty bind ? 
I well perceive thy Love is fmall. 

When as no more I find ; 
Henceforth I banifh thee my Court i 

Thou art no Child of mine : 
Nor any Part of this my Realm, 

By favour ihall be thine. 

Thy eld eft Sifters Loves are more, 

Than well I can demandj 
To whom \ equally beftow 

My Kingdom and my Land : 
My pompous State and all my Goods, 

That lovingly I may 
With thofe thy Sifters be maintain'd. 

Until my dying Day. 

Thus flattering Speeches \^'on Renown, 

By thefe two Sifters here : 
The third had caufelefs Baniftiment, 

Yet was his Love more dear: 



^<# 
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For poor Cordelia patiently 

Went wand'ring up and down, 
Unhelp'd, unpity'd, gentle Maid, 

Through many an Englijh Town : 

Until at laft in famous France 

She gentler Fortunes found ; 
Though poor and bare, yet fhe was dcem'd 

The faireft on the Ground : 
Where when the King her Virtues heard^ 

And this fair Lady fcen,' ^ 

With full Confent of all his Court, 

He made his Wife and Queen. 

Her Father, old King Lear this while 

With his two Daughters ftaid. 
Forgetful of their promised Loves, 

Full foon the fame deny'd ; 
And livinff in Q«een Regan's Court, > 

The eldeft of the twain. 
She took from him his chiefeft Means, 

And moft of all his Train. 

For whereas twenty Men were wont 

To wait with bende3 Knee : 
She gave Allowance but to Ten, 

And after fckrce to Three : 
Nay, one fhe thought too much for himt 

So took (he all away. 
In hope that in her Court, good King, 

He would no longer ftay. 

Am I rewarded thus, quoth he. 

In giving all I have 
Unto my Children, and to beg 

For what I lately gave? - -^^ 
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ril eo unto my GontrH-, 

My Second X^d, I knovf^ 
Will be more kind and pitiful^ 

And wjUiclifvc my W/oe. 

Full faft be hies then to herCc«Ht ; 

Where when ihe hears his Moam^ 
Rcturn'd him Anfwer, That ihe grie\'*d^ 

That all his Means were gone : 
But DO way could relieve his Wants; 

Yet if that he would ilay 
Within her Kitchen, lie fljould have 

What Scullions gave away. 

"When he had heard with bi^r Tears, 

He made his Aniiver then; 
In what I did let me t^e auade 

Exan^ple to all Men. 
I will i^r/i again, nuoth he» 

Unto my Regan's Court j 
j5hc will not^e mcthus, I hope» 

But in a kinder Son. 

Where when iiccamc ihe, gave Command 

To drive him thence iway; 
When he was, well within her Court, 

(She faid) he wonldnot ftay^ 
Th^h^ck^geAciioGpaorifi 

The woful King did hic^ 
That in b«rSiitcben>he might bftvej 

What Scullion ^pys fct by* 

But there of that hp .was deny'^]^ 
Which Ihc had promi$*d late : % 

For once refufrng^ beJ[hould not 
Come after to her Gatc« 



Thus 
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Thus 'twixt his Daughters, for Relicfi 

He wander'd up and down ; 
Being glad to feed on Beggars Food, 

Th^t lately wore a Crown. 

And calling to remembrance then 

His youngeft Daughter's Words^ 
That faid the Duty of a Child 

Was all that Love affords; 
Sut doubting to xepair to her^ 

Whom he had banifli'd fo, 
Grew frantick mad j for in his Mind 

He bore the Wounds of Woe; 

Which made him rend bis milk* white Locki| 

And Treffes from his Head, 
And all With Blood beftain his Cheeks^ 

With Age and Honour fpread ; 
To Hills and Woods, and watry Founts, 

He made his hourly Moan^ 
Till Hills and Woods, and fcnflcfs Things, 

Did feem \o ilgh and groa^t 

Ev'ii thus poflefs'd with Difcontents,, 

He pafled o're to France^ 
In hope from fair Cordelia there. 

To find fome gentler Chance. 
Moft. virtuous Dame ! which when Ae hearii 

Of this her Father's Grief,, 
As Duty bound, fee quickly fent 

Him Comfort and Relief: 

And by a Twin of Noble Peers, 

In brave and gaHant Sort, 
£hcgavc in Charge he fhQ^ld be brought 

To Agamppus* Court J 
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Whofe Royal King, whofe Noble Mind, 

So fredy gave Confent, 
To mufter up his Knights at Arms, 

To Fame and Courage bent : 

And fo to England came with Speed, 

To repoffefs King Lear^ 
And drive his Daughters from their Thrones, 

By his Cordelia dear : 
Where fhe, true-hearted Noble Queen, 

Was in the Battel (lain ; 
Yet he, good Xing, in his old Days, 

Poffefs'd his Crown again. 

But when he heard Cordelia^s Death, 

Who dy'd indeed for Love 
Of her dear Father, in whofe Caufe 

She did this Battel move ; 
He fwooning, fell upon her Breaft, 

From whence he never parted ; 
But on her Bofom left his Life, 

That was fo truly hearted. 

The Lords and Nobles when they faw 

The Ends of thefe Events, 
The other Sifters unto Death 

They doomed by Confents: 
And being dead, their Crowns they left 

Unto the next of Kin : 
Thus have you feen the Fall of Pride, 

And difoDcdient Sin. » 
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